’s BIGGEST 
The Year’s Step Forward 
| MT presents its automotive 
award to the car manufacturer 
making the most significant 
advancement of 1956 
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Filters out all dirt 


Filton 


Easy to clean 


Traps moisture 


Never needs Reduces friction 


replacing 


with Revolutionary New Type 


Cte BRONTE 


OIL FILTER 


NOW ONLY 


°3.95 


for all Micro Bronze 
Single-cone Filters 


U. S. Pat. 
No. 2716492 


WHY GIVE YOUR ENGINE HALF-WAY PROTEC- 
TION? The Micro Bronze permanent all-metal 
filter with the built-in acid neutralizer is the 
world’s first filter that guards against all five 
engine enemies: Acids, abrasives, friction, mois- 
ture and sludge. 

Made of solid but porous everlasting sintered 
bronze, the Micro Bronze Filter screens out all 
particles of dirt and abrasives larger than .00023 
inch in size (so small you could put a thousand 
of them on the head of a pin!). The Micro Bronze 
positively cannot channel or blow up...oper- 
ates efficiently at all temperatures...never 
wears out, never needs replacing, merely occa- 
sional cleaning. 


SAVES OIL CHANGES...SAVES DETERGENTS. 
Your oil is good for at least 10,000 miles with a 
Micro Bronze Filter. All the valuable additives 
are kept in, not soaked up and wasted by the 
filter, You never need buy another replacement 
pack as long as you live! Used with modern 
detergent oils, Micro Bronze will add thousands 
of miles to engine life, help prevent loss of 
engine power, save costly oil changes, pack 
replacements and engine overhauls! 


DOES YOUR PRESENT FILTER PASS THE “‘ACID"’ 
TEST? If you have a Micro Bronze Filter with 
the built-in Acid Neutralizer, your engine is 
getting the full protection it needs! In a simple 
test you can easily make yourself, the Micro 
Bronze special element completely neutralizes 
acids in 60 seconds! 


. Before World 
War II, the Germans discovered how to fuse 
microscopic balls of metal into solid but porous 
form. Following the war, this secret was made 
available to American industry and we’ve 
developed it for Micro Bronze Filters. This is a 


THE SINTERED METALS SECRET.. 


magnification of the filter wall. 


A PERMANENT C4@eco BRONTE FILTER 
FOR THE PRICE OF A THROW- AWAY UNIT 





Now you can buy a Micro Bronze Single-Cone 
Filter for only $3.95 (fits all cars and trucks with 
a by-pass filter system). Heavy duty, de luxe 
double-cone model only $6.95 (fits all cars and 
trucks with either by-pass or full-flow system). 
Complete filter system including outside hous- 
ing, Micro Bronze Filter element and mounting 
bracket for cars without filter housing, only $9.95. 


FILTERS THE DIRT BUT NOT THE DETERGENTS 


Micro Bronze Filter Corporation, Dept. MT-56 


Please ship the following, postpaid, at once: 


element and mounting bracket, $9.95 


Inclosed is $___E 
my door. Ship immediately! 


140 Kansas St., El Segundo, California ¢ Cable Address: MICRONZE 

(1) Micro Bronze Single-Cone Filter Element, $3.95. 

0) Micro Bronze Heavy Duty, de luxe Double-Cone Filter Element, $6.95. 
©) Micro Bronze complete filter — including outside housing, filter 


a in full including all shipping charges to 
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Saves detergents 





Unaffected by 
pressure 





Screens out 
abrasives 


Efficient at all 
temperatures 





Eliminates acid 











Make of Car Model Year. 
No. of Cyls. Number of present filter if any. 
Name 















Address. 
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SILVER FIN...HANDSOME CHROME PLATED NEW REAR sae 
- Gives 


SPECIFICATIONS / 
ANTENNA. Sets off the low, clean lines of your new car.. 
the older model New Custom Styling. SILVER FIN is the last word 


Size Retracted, 14 Inches High. 
a nseraonediyn 8 a ee in eye-catching radio antenna... improves visibility ... reduces 
ane a - leodte Coble “‘wind whistle”... adds prestige and distinction to any car... 
Powel eg sae , assures top reception without booster. 
High Lustre Chrome Nickel Finish. SILVER FIN is available as a single model (with or without 14% 
feet of lead-in cable). Also in Dual Sets where the second FIN serves 
as a decorative “dummy” minus the cable. SILVER FIN provides 


Length of Radar-Type Lead-in Cable, 
14% Feet. 
the finishing touch as a handsome, weatherproof accessory. 


No Boosters Required. se 
eee LLL EASY TO INSTALL $7.85 for single kit 
without cable 


-USTOMIZE YOUR CAR | Only $ rage 
ey na onan”? Guards | complete wit 95 ees vis & 7 aa Oo 


Research L 
PUBLISHIN«¢ 


TERSEN 


EF 





Automotive 


* P 


‘tyET FLO”’ 
we 
TAX AND POSTAGE PAID. NO COD’Ss 


CUT COUPON AND MAIL TODAY 


"55- » Model B for *49-’54 Fords 
Model F to eee Fords 9-52 Chevrolets ; —s . : 
ds. ; TLAS SALES, 476 Rosabel Street, St. Paul, Minn. 4 
ENT . . . complete bumper guar ; 
@ NOT AN ATTACHM d Chevrolets Please send me postpaid and tax paid: Single I 
; 1 cable — $9.95) 


_. . adds prestige to Fords an ' ' 
CAR LOOK dded class and protection to Oo ven ren ee 
Dual SILVER FIN kit (2 FINS; 1 ~*~ oe” 


@ CUSTOM BIG 
© LIMINATES UNSIGHTLY TAILPIPES . - . @ 
exhaust pipes. ime steel throughout. : One SILVER FIN kit (minus cable — 
@ WEAVY CONSTRUCTION ... prime steel tONGhOO ot coating 
ce g Tinish 0 Dual JET FLO Exhaust-Bumper Guards — $9.95. 
@ MeaY Cot : just ernove old bumper guards and replace Check desired model B_, C__ or F_. 
Enclosed is check or money order. 


i 

i 

@ EASILY westaLLeD ° 1 
—— £ duals on single exhaust systems. : 

9 NAME 

4 

| 
| 
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Some spark plugs are 
designed for high speeds . . . 





Some spark plugs are 
designed for low speeds ... 


Only 
POWER TIP 
"FIRES UP" 

YOUR ENGINE 
AT ALL SPEEDS 








New Power Tip extends spark gap inward 
toward center of combustion chamber of 
modern overhead-valve engines. “Fires up” 


your engine for top performance 
and economy at all 













Fits all these cars with overhead-valve 
engines using 14 mm. spark plugs .. . Buick, 
Cadillac, Chevrolet, Chrysler, DeSoto, 
Dodge, Ford, Hudson, Imperial, Lincoln, 
Mercury, Nash, Oldsmob ile, Packard, 
Plymouth, Pontiac and Studebaker. See 
your nearest Auto-Lite Spark Plug Dealer. 


AUTO-LITE 


RESISTOR SPARK PLUG WITH 


POWER TIP 


footie manufactures over 400 products, including Spark 
Sete, Wire and Cable and Automotive Electrica| 
oye ms... sold throughout United States and Canada. 
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FIX ANY CAR ON 
THE ROAD TODAY! 


q NOW! Even beginners can handle 
4 How e practically ANY job on ANY make, 
model or part! 


TUNE UP, PEP UP, fix up ANY automobile . . . even 
if you’ve never repaired a caf before! 

Handle practically any job “slick as a whistle.” 

A tune up? New rings? Ignition or carburetor trou- 
‘see, bles? Brake or clutch problems? A valve job? Something 

K A NI if wrong with power steering or one of those tricky new 
a automatic transmissions? 

Just look up the job you want to do! 

This giant, 434 pound CHILTON REPAIR MANUAL 
tells what to do. Then it shows you step by step just how 
to do it. No guess work. No lost time. You handle auto repairs 
easier, faster and better than you may have dreamed. 
There’s a “secret” to easy auto service 
st ae ae and this giant manual is it! 


~ YOU WON'T MISS 


with how-to-fix-it data like 
this to guide you! 


Chilton covers practically every part of 
every car on the road today. Gives complete 
service details on every model of the leading 
22 car makes from June 1940 to the present. 
Over 600 models in all! ; 

Tells how to locate troubles. Shows what 
work-saving shortcuts to take . . . what ad- 














GIANT NEW 
ENLARGED 
1956 EDITION 


BY CHILTON, WORLD'S LARGEST 


AUTOMOTIVE PUBLISHERS justments to ra . . . what parts to * 
: . . what mistakes to avoid . . . even what 
e@ Over 850 Big Pages heale 20 lene: 


e@ Weighs 434 pounds “Minor” details, often so puzzling to be- 

@ Almost 3,000 clear pictures ginners, are fully explained. 

@ 58 Troubleshooting Charts From beginning to end, it’s an honest-to- 

@ 353 Quick Check Data Tables goodness HOW-TO-FIX-IT guide. NOT a 

e@ Thousands upon thousands of “study” book. You use it right at the bench 
parts and service specifications when you've got a car to fix! 

@ The original book of its kind... Use the CHILTON MANUAL 10 days... 


FREE. If it's not all you expect .. . and more 
. return it AND DON'T OWE US A PENNY! 

Send coupon today to: Chilton Co., Dept. MT-56, 

56th & Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia 39, Pa. 


E 10 DAYS FREE! | 


THE CHILTON CO., Dept. MT-56 

5605 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa. 

Send me the giant new CHILTON "ALL CARS" RE- ff 
PAIR MANUAL (Price $6.95) for 10-day FREE EXAMI- 
NATION, If 1 like Manual, | will then promptly remit 
$1.95 (plus 45¢ postage and handling); then send $2.50 ' 
each month for two months. Otherwise, | will return 
manual postpaid in 10 days and owe you nothing. 

SAVE! Send $6.95 with order and we pay postage- : 
handling charge. Same return privilege. 


WR oc cdsccccddchacteccessacdbabseteeamemeanen i 


and still the best! Published 
for 27 years. 


Covers Every Model of These 


22 Makes Since 1940: 


BUICK FORD OLDSMOBILE 
CADILLAC FRAZER PACKARD 
CHEVROLET HENRY J. PLYMOUTH 
CHRYSLER HUDSON PONTIAC Ei\ a ee 
CONTINENTAL KAISER RAMBLER BN! hi ss 
DE SOTO LINCOLN STUDEBAKER ee 
DODGE MERCURY NASH WILLYS 


Read What These Users Say! 


EASY! “The Chilton how-to- FAST! “Thanks to my Chilton 











do-it pictures are worth the Manual, I did a job in an hour IRE, a. é:s:c shoe adnaee dsnebheydteseessaaehea ein 
entire price of the Manual!” another mechanic had worked CRG Pane, DMNbihh dss do 0 es sdcesnkepacsyeugeby i 
on all day!” (OUTSIDE U.S.A.—Price $8.95 cash with order. 10-day 
MELVIN WADE, Penna. GENE ARNOLD, lowa return privilege with money refunded.) 





(CHILTON BOOKS ARE SOLD BY LEADING BOOK STORES) toe nme eS eS eS ee ee cal 
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( Advertisement) 


McCulloch 
Supercharger 


by 
John Thompson 





I get a real kick out of this McCulloch sup- 
ercharger installation. Seems a construction 
firm in South America has several, fork-lift 
trucks working at approximately 10,000 ft. 
altitude. Up that high, the fork-lifts just 
don’t have the power to hoist the payload. 
So... put a McCulloch supercharger on 
‘em and get the extra horsepower needed! 
Anyone interested in a “hot” fork-lift truck ? 


Harold Smith, Sr., and Harold Smith, Jr., of 
Harold's Club, Reno, are both proud owners 
of the “hottest’”” Lincoln Continentals in these 
parts. Reason: we've just installed McCulloch 
superchargers on both of their cars! How- 
ever, their lead won't last long. We're re- 
ceiving orders from other Lincoln Continental 
= for these kits which are now avail- 
able. 


We are happy to welcome these five new 
distributors to our fast growing organiza- 
tion: In Dallas, Texas, Custom Automotive, 
2122 No. Pearl; in Detroit, Michigan, Mal- 
lory Electric Corp., 12416 Cloverdale Ave.; 
in Roswell, New Mexico, Ullrich Automo- 
tive, 118 East 2nd St.; in Bakersfield, Calif., 
Lord’s Automotive, 425 California Ave.; 
and in San Diego, Calif., Precision Fabrica- 
tors, 1925 El Cajon Blvd. See them for Mc- 
Culloch supercharger sales and service in 
these areas. 


“How much is the McCulloch supercharger?” 
I get this question all the time. The answer 
depends on the make of car you own. Basical- 
ly, the McCulloch supercharger will add 40 
percent more horsepower to your car at less 
cost per horse than any other method I know 
of. In addition, the McCulloch supercharger 
can be changed from one car to another quite 
easily so you don’t have to sell it when you 
sell your car. 


Forty percent more horsepower means: 
1. Lopping off anywhere from 2 to 4 seconds 
on your present 0 to 60 mph time. 
2. Adding anywhere from 5 to 20 mph more 
top speed. 
3. Increasing your reserve horsepower for 
passing by as much as 200 percent. 
In addition, the McCulloch supercharger 
does not cause any loss of smhoothness or 
reliability. 
If what I've told you about a McCulloch 
supercharger makes you think you'd like one 
on your car, if you're interested in the added 
acceleration and performance 40 percent more 
horsepower can give you, write me for com- 
plete information. We have supercharger kits 
that fit almost all recent V-8 cars, pick-ups, 
and light trucks. We also sell just the super- 
charger for custom installation on any auto- 
motive engine. Write to John Thompson, 
Paxton Products Division, McCulloch Motors 
Corporation, 827 West Olive St., Inglewood, 
California. Be sure and tell me the make and 
year of your car, the type carburetor, and if 
you have power kit or other power accessories. 
I'll send you complete details, prices, and an 
illustrated folder. 
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EDITORIAL 


Restrictions or Responsibility? 


IHE 1ST TIME your dad said to you, “Here, son, are the 

keys to the car. I’m not going to tell you not to drive too 
fast with it tonight because I know it won’t do any good if you 
want to drive fast. On the other hand, I expect you to use 
some common sense in your approach to driving, and above 
all, not to take more than your share of unnecessary chances.” 

It was good advice, for dad wanted to impress upon you the 
will to be a common sense driver, rather than impose restric- 
tions. That way, the odds against your wrecking the car—or 
worse yet, crippling yourself—would be lessened. 

We think this is extremely logical philosophy that is applic- 
able in many other cases. How much better to use common 
sense in driving and to be our own “police force,” instead of 
trying to get away with all we can, than complain when we get 
caught. And how guilty our consciences must be when we drive 
that way! 

During a recent trip to Mexico we noted a couple of motor- 
ists playing tag at around 75 mph when a highway patrolman 
caught up to them and waved them over. About 3 other cars 
also pulled over to the right, but because they were stalling 
traffic, the officer impatiently waved them on. Their drivers 
probably wondered for many miles more why they were so 
lucky as to have been reprieved. 


Economy: It's the Way That You Do It 


BOUT THIS TIME OF YEAR we usually get economy con- 
scious. Must be a combination of income tax blues and the 
Mobilgas Economy Run (which is over as you read this, but not 
as we went to press). In talking to other drivers we find that 
we are not the only ones who are concerned with this aspect of 
a car’s performance. 

To point up the ways of getting more economy out of your 
car, we have been testing a Studebaker Golden Hawk with over- 
drive to give you 1st hand information on different methods of 
economy driving; including all possible techniques to squeeze 
out the last engine pulse from each drop of fuel, similar to the 
way they do in the Shell Derby. We'll also analyze the many 
fuel-saving gimmicks. This will be reported on in detail in the 
June issue. 


Road Hog! 


F ALL TRAFFIC LAWS that get minimum attention and 

yet could be most easily enforced, there stands out the pro- 
vision for ticketing slow drivers on expressways and freeways. 
The principle of moving traffic along these super highways for 
maximum effect is for all drivers to stay close to the speed 
limit. Those who don’t should use other highways. A slow- 
moving car not only clogs traffic in its own lane, but leads to the 
possibility of accidents in adjacent lanes caused by drivers 
attempting to pass. 

Nice, slow Sunday drives are a pleasant form of recreation, 
but not down the middle of a freeway. This kind of driving 
should be confined to back roads, where you're apt to find 
things of a more leisurely nature to go with your driving. 


—Waller A. Wo. 

















The 275 hp. GOLDEN.HAWK 


"| 








Most power-per-pound of any American car! 


Zero to 60 mph. in 8.7 seconds . . . 60 to 100 mph. in instrumentation includes vacuum gauge and tachom- 
17.7 seconds! Torque, 380 ft. lbs. at 2800 rpm.; en- eter. Brake area, 195.3 sq. in.—biggest, safest braking- 
gine, 352 cu. in., V8, OHV; compression, 9.50 to 1; to-weight ratio of any car. Ultramatic Drive and all 
bore 4”, stroke 3.50”; hydraulic valve action; dual power assists available. Engineered to out-handle 
exhausts; 4-barrel carburetion. Round-dial true sports and out-run sports cars costing thousands more. 


| 


riven mons 
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Room for 5 and a full size trunk! 


Sweet and swift, safe and snug—that’s a Hawk! Now you can have 
the sports performance you’ve always wanted and share the fun with 
family and friends. Four luxurious, 5-passenger Hawks to choose 
from, four price ranges— including the lowest. See them, drive 
them—get in on the fun—at your Studebaker Dealer’s, today! 


Tune in “TV Reader’s Digest’ every week. 


Studebaker 


Studebaker Division, Studebaker-Packard Corporation—Where pride of workmanship stil! comes first! 


GOLOEN HAWK 
SKY HAWK 





POWER HAWK 
FLIGHT HAWK 
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PAYS FOR ITSELF IN A FEW WEEKS 
Gives Better Pickup and Power, Too 





Miracles do happen! For years Detroit searched for a solu- 
tion to fuel system problems. 
Now .. . after years testing new materials and principles, 


we've developed Mileage Minder . . . a non-restrictive pres- 
sure regulator, lifetime fuet filter, pulsation dampener and 
carburetor protector. 

News of Mileage Minder’s success has traveled like wild- 
fire. Car dealers and service shops the country over have 


found Mileage Minder the answer to poor gas mileage, flood- 
ing. rough idling, traffic stalling, excessive gasoline odors in 
the car and rapid carburetor wear. Thousands of motorists 
have already discovered how Mileage Minder saves both mon- 
ey and gives better performance. 
NOW, TRY WITHOUT RISK 

Order Mileage Minder now. You'll save gas, start quicker, 
get. away faster, eliminate galloping idle, vapor lock and 


stalling or ‘our money cheerfully refunded. 


Before entering Mileage Minder, gas surges 
from fuel pump in teful lated, 
hammering pulsations. 
new Mileage Minder, 





Within the amazing 
four things happen: 


C. Vapor-locking gases are 
harmlessly trapped in vapor 
dome. 

D. Steady, clean, economical 
flow of gas is delivered to 
carburetor. 


A. Lifetime micro-porous fil- 
ter removes all dirt, dust and 
— small as 
J yr! 


B. Pat. spring-loaded dual neo. 
prene diaphragm (guar. 50,000 
miles) tames ham- 
polo, py!sati 

00gh, Ame 





G 5 


° le 
Street, San Francisco 2, California 


539 


Please send Mileage Minder postpaid, 


with satisfaction 
guaranteed. I enclose cash, check or money order for 


$6.95. (Quick action offer includes postage). 


name 
EES a oa earn ae eee 
C—O state__ 
make, year and model of car__ ae es 
Dealers—Distributors Write, wire, phone for money-making facts! 

















from the REAR SEAT 


MERICAN MOTORS AND STUDE- 
BAKER seem to be vying with each 
other to see how much insurance they can 
give away free with a new car purchase. 
The last we heard, American Motors was 
out in front with a $25,000 fatality policy 
vs. Studebaker’s $20,000. Not a bad idea, 
but it would seem as tho the underwriters 
involved are not so much concerned with 
inherent safety as they are with the calcu- 
lated risk. 
DESPITE MOANS AND GROANS 
from Detroit executives and government 
economists, the Automobile Manufactur- 
ers’ Assn. reports that factory sales of U.S.- 
made motor vehicles totalled 690,253 in 
January, the 2nd highest total for the 
month on record, exceeded only by 1955. 
WHEREVER STYLISTS PUT EX- 
HAUST TIPS in the future, we sincerely 
hope that they’re where they won't cause 
as much bumper discoloration and smudg- 
ing of pants legs when you brush by. 
Seems to us that stylists could think of 
more esthetic and more practical places to 
place the exhaust tips than extending thru 
the bumper, almost as if on cue from 
stylists of one of the luxury cars. 
LITTERING OF THE HIGHWAYS 
with refuse is the subject of several inten- 
sive campaigns, yet the automobile manu- 
facturers haven't taken the hint. Why not a 
built-in waste receptacle? Several oil com- 
panies are supplying disposable waste bags, 
but car owners are reluctant to use them 
because they’re so ugly. While the manu- 
facturers are at it, why don’t they put the 
ashtrays where they can be easily reached? 


They might also make them so that you 
could set a cigarette down without having 
it fall to the floor. As long as a driver 
can’t reach the ashtray, he’s going to flip 
the cigarette butt out the window. The 
U.S. Forest Service states that over 90 per 
cent of all forest fires are man caused; the 
other 10 per cent are due to lightning, etc. 
In one 18-day period in the summer of 
1955, there were 436 forest fires in Cali- 
fornia alone. Of these, 136 were caused 
by smokers, and only 59 were due to 
natural causes. These fires burned 307,113 
acres and enough timber to build 130,000 
5-room homes, destroyed $4 million worth 
of buildings and improvements, and cost 
$3,600,000 in emergency funds to fight. 
IT SURPRISES US whenever we note 
the amazingly low cost of powerpacks. 
The 225-hp Ford engine, for example 
(the same that won several events at Day- 
tona ), is available in all Fairlanes and sta- 
tion wagons for only $30 extra, excluding 
all federal taxes. 

PRESENT-DAY SPEEDOMETERS are 
invariably fast, which means they read 
from 64 to 67 at a true 60 mph. We can’t 
see the purpose of deluding the customer 
to this extent. And if it isn’t intended as a 
delusion, then why not follow the Society 
of Automotive Engineers’ suggestion that 
speedometers be built to a tolerance of plus 
3 and minus 0 mph at 60 mph? Why do 
manufacturers continue to install speed- 
ometers that read so fast? Surely it cannot 
be solely for the purpose of making the 
driver think he’s going faster than he is, 
which is, generally speaking, fast enough. 


AURORA DAWNS 





AKE ANOTHER LOOK—a closer look 
—at this car. You aren’t looking at the 
rear of the car, but at the front! Yes, we 


; know: the fenders sweep back opposite to 


| normal, the grille and hood look more like 


| 
| 


a rear deck, and the windshield slopes the 
“wrong way.” Nevertheless, it appears to 
be a serious attempt by designer Rev. Alfred 
A. Juliano of Branford, Conn., to provide 
the “safest car in the world.” 

A full-size model of this custom car was 


| shown recently at the National Autorama in 
| Connecticut. Apparently in production by 
| Juliano Custom Cars, Inc., the Aurora has an 


oe ee ee ee ees es es ee ee ee ee ee Ss 1 8-foor Fiberglas body, a clear top, and a 
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choice of Cad, Chrysler, or Lincoln engines. 

To protect his claim for safety, Father 
Juliano points to: the stainless steel bumpers 
that retract in shock-cushioned, sealed oil 
wells; built-in air conditioning and body 
sealing to prevent CO» poisoning; the re- 
verse-slope windshield that is twice the usual 
distance from the driver’s head; a steering 
column that telescopes on impact, an 8-inch, 
foam-rubber-covered dash; roll bars, the spare 
tire mounted in the “forward blister” for ab- 
sorbing shock; and doors that won't open in 
a crash. 

The Ist Aurora is expected on Connecti- 
cut parkways in early fall. 













The dashes 
The agility 
The glamour of D’Artagnan 











coupe de sport 


The flash of a gleaming rapier in the sleek line of its body, the agility of a master swordsman in its 
swift and graceful maneuverability, the glamour of heroic tradition in its readiness to meet any and all 
requirements . . . the brilliant NEw Sunbeam RAPIER Coupe de Sport is your car of the future, today. 
One demonstration and the RAPIER will show you its mettle. One demonstration and at once you will feel 
its power and urge to go. One demonstration and you will surely own a new Sunbeam RAPIER yourself. 
Telephone your nearest Hillman/Sunbeam dealer today and arrange for that demonstration. Call him now. 


90 M.P.H....30 M.P.G.... COMPLETE WITH OVERDRIVE AND HEATER...$2499 P.O.E. 
ROOTES MOTORS tINC..e 505 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. * 9830 W. Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles, Calif. 
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fous ac) eae) i DETROIT 


by Don MacDonald 





HE BLUE HAZE of exhaust smoke 

that settled on Daytona beach after 
the Speedweeks were over last Febru- 
ary 26th covered a multitude of happen- 
ings, some good, some bad. This was to 
be expected in the Ist full-scale battle 
of the factories for speed supremacy, 
but even the participants were surprised 
by the conniving on the part of some. 


HARRIED NASCAR OFFICIALS were 


far outnumbered by platoons of pub- 
licity men, camera crews, factory “‘rac- 
ing directors,” engineers, and assorted 
types from Chevrolet, Ford, Plymouth, 
and Mercury. Involved to a more lim- 
ited extent were Dodge, Pontiac, De- 
Soto, and Chrysler. It is obvious that 
Detroit is in racing to stay. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the approach is im- 
maturely (and we hope temporarily ) 
slanted entirely towards what can be 
gained from a win in terms of publicity 
and advertising copy. : 


A GENERALLY BAD PRESS resulted, 


and to an extent was deserved. Over- 
eagerness to win is unhealthy when 
sparked by the knowledge of 6-figure 
expenditures for TV films, recordings, 
ad layouts and the like, all riding on 
the outcome. This sort of pressure 
breeds ‘“gamesmanship” rather than 
good sportsmanship. 


RESPECT FOR RULES is the 1st lesson 


for Detroit to learn. They are not made 
to be broken, especially by people with 
the reputation of a manufacturer to up- 


hold. Nor, as in civil law, is ignorance 
an excuse. Typical of aberrations in the 
2nd category was overboring, on both 
Ford’s and Chevrolet’s part, of some 
cars entered in the acceleration trials 
and Flying Mile. “Accidents” in Cate- 
gory I were the engine block found in 
the trunk of John Fitch’s Corvette (see 
photo ) prior to its acceleration run and 
possibly (but we do not say positively ) 
the penchant of Chevrolet fanbelts to 
slip their moorings at speed. Needless 
to say, vigilant Speed Trials director 
Tom McCahill caught the neophytes 
red-handed, and these facts have al- 
ready been made public by sports writ- 
ers of the daily and weekly publications 
covering the event. The cars that even- 
tually won were legitimate enough. 


SPEEDWEEKS EVENTS were varied 


and numerous enough so that everyone 
had a good chance to win something. 
Actually, the wins were well distributed 
by makes, a fact thoroly obscured by 
copywriters in subsequent advertising. 
The public was bombarded with the 
cold facts, the hot facts, the true facts, 
and the only facts, each being written in 
such a way as to imply that the car in 
question made a clean sweep at Daytona. 
This type of advertising is all right 
when dealing with an intangible, such 
as the most beautiful car in the world, 
but is not the way to present racing 
results. Only one car can win a race, ex- 
cepting the unlikely event of a tie; 


Ford’s claim to have the fastest car of 
its class in the Grand National, based 
on a 3rd place finish, serves only to 
confuse the issue, especially when Mer- 
cury came in 2nd and many deluxe 
Fords are more expensive than certain 
models in the Merc line. 


PROTOTYPE ACTIVITY, much of it 


taking place before and after the regu- 
larly scheduled events, compounded the 
problem. Involved in this were Mercury 
with a fuel injection special, Plymouth 
with a special (8-barrel, hot cam) Fury, 
Chevrolet with a finned Corvette, and 
DeSoto with a super Adventurer. Chrys- 
ler purportedly had a fuel-injection 
300-B-plus on tap in case it was needed. 
These public glimpses into the future 
were very interesting, but futuristic 
speeds tended to become associated with 
the standard, store-bought product. Mer- 
cury has now claimed the “fastest pas- 
senger car on the beach.” Need we com- 
ment further? 


EVEN THE STOCK CARS of all makes 


involved in the regular events were es- 
sentially prototypes as far as the public 
was concerned. To be sure, they were 
all announced as available by January 
15, at least 100 were built prior to 
February 1, and 1000 or more will be 
built during the calendar year. How- 
ever, John Doe stood little, if any, 
chance of getting hold of one of these 
“stock” cars in time to compete in the 
non-track events at Daytona. 


In view of the recent hullaballoo 
over Daytona (see pages 25-27), 
we asked Dodge President Bill 
Newberg how he thought Detroit 
should help NASCAR and USAC. 
We don’t necessarily support all 
points (particularly his last para- 
graph) but here they are: 
“Manufacturers should help rac- 
ing by: 

1) Helping the new organizations 
and cooperating with them in set- 
ting up a program aimed at main- 
taining discipline and assuring 
ethical advertising claims. We at 
Dodge believe that all advertising copy must be approved by a 
responsible executive of the racing organization before it is used. 
2) Those of us involved keeping all racing organizations com- 
pletely informed concerning the detailed information on what is 
and what is not ‘stock.’ 

3) Insuring that when speed trials for prototypes or pre-produc- 
tion engineering cars are run, these results be kept separate from 
production car results; and seeing that they are clearly advertised 
as such. 
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4) Supporting adequate impounding (inspection) facilities. 

5) Supporting stricter driver tests for all competitors 

“Racing organizations can help racing by: : 

1) Withholding all results until after final inspection. 

2) Guaranteeing stricter crowd control at all events. 

3) Adjusting the number of cars which race to the size and con- 

dition of the track. 

4) Forbidding any advertising by a manufacturer until all copy 

has been approved in writing by a responsible executive of the 

racing organization.* 

5) Suspending any party guilty of making faulty or misleading 

advertising claims. 

“We at Dodge believe that factory contributions to racing should 

be dedicated to the encouragement of individual free enterprise, 

and not be dominated by overpowering racing teams. These big 

factory teams will quickly eliminate private individuals who make 

their living from racing. Stock racing is a test of both the driver 

and the car; under proper supervision, it provides a thrilling and 

exciting sport.” 

*NASCAR saw fit to pay for space in Automotive News to present 

for the record an unvarnished list of Speedweeks results. 
Dodge’s Daytona effort, 2 men and 1 car, was hardly a “team” 

despite its outstanding success. Racing of Dodges is done by Carl 

Kiekhaefer’s personally financed stable and about 40 individuals. 











Vern Houle pumps up pressure on his Moon fuel 
tank, providing sufficient gas to set a new record 


A FRIEND FROM MAINE spends his 
vacation each year at Speedweeks in a 
generally successful attempt to renew 
his membership in. the Century Club. 
He also dreams of winning his class. 
Each year he buys a new car for this 
purpose, this time a Dodge. He queried 
his local dealer about the D-500 he had 
seen written up in MT, was told that 
it must be a figment of MT’s imagina- 
tion. Neither of them had heard of the 
D-500-1, the real Daytona threat. He 
came down with an orthodox Royal 
Lancer and was hopelessly outclassed, 
even by other Dodges. He, as well as 
similar owners of Fords, Chevrolets, 
Pontiacs, etc., was understandably bitter. 

DOUBLE - DECKER POWERPACKS 
are now firmly established as an essen- 
tial part of the complete line, so our 
man should have better luck next year. 
We also feel sure that a combination of 
self-interest, firm authority, and innate 
sportsmanship will cure overzealousness 
on the part of the factory racing teams. 
None of it was premeditated; it was 
just that the pressure was on this Ist 
time around, and there were too many 
old timers about who remembered 
tricks that had worked in the past. 

A NEW SUPER-DELUKXE nylon tube- 
less tire has been announced by Good- 
year. These nicely styled skins will be 
standard equipment on several of 57’s 
most expensive makes. “Gripseal” con- 
struction integrates the nylon cords, 
bead, sidewalls and tread. 

INCREASED PRODUCTION has en- 
abled Packard to offer its excellent non- 
slip differential as an optional extra on 
all Clipper models. Essentially the same 
as heretofore available only on the top- 
line Packard, this differential gives you 
positive traction in conditions of mud, 
snow, or ice. 

FINALLY REALIZING the full measure 
of Cadillac’s success with their com- 
paratively inexpensive standard hardtop 
coupes, Packard is announcing a “Junior 






Surprise! John Fitch peers thru his dark glasses at an 
engine block left -in his trunk by team member 


Executive Series” which essentially is 
trimmed-down 4-door and hardtop ver- 
sions of their regular models. Mechani- 
tere, they will sell for as much as $500 
lower than the equivalent regular car. 
The high-price field accounted for 327,- 
000 units last year, 46 per cent of which 
were priced in the area which Packard 
is now entering. 

CHEVROLET STILL VALUES its 6s, 
at least to the extent of making avail- 
able a dealer-installed air-conditioning 
unit for about $400 plus installation 
charges. On V8 Chevrolets a slightly 
cheaper unit is available for factory in- 
stallation ( V8s only ). 

THE POPULARITY of the Medalist 2- 
door has led Mercury to expand the line 
to include an attractive hardtop and a 
4-door sedan. Prices on these infringe 
upon a bailiwick previously reserved 
for Ford, Chevrolet and Plymouth. Any 
power option is available on the clean- 
looking cars. 

STUDEBAKER, whose police car sales 
have thus far been limited, as far as 
we know, to South Bend, Ind., are now 
offering an $1829, 210-hp Commander 
which should attract law enforcement 
agencies thruout the nation. The com- 
pany claims the highest power/weight 
ratio in its field. A companion specialty 
is a new Champion taxicab with a 101- 
hp, economy-winning 6 cylinder engine. 
A plugged option for both police cars 
and taxicabs is safety belts, and with 
very good reason. 

AS IS EVIDENT, THIS MONTH’S 
SPOTLIGHT is not centered so much 
on current happenings in Detroit as it 
is on what Detroit manufacturers have 
been doing elsewhere. Shortly after the 
end of NASCAR's Speedweeks, the Ford 
Motor Co. swung their attention to the 
arid desert near Kingman, Ariz., where 
they dedicated their year-old, 3840- 
acfe proving grounds. They did this 
to the accompaniment of more shat- 
tered records. (Continued on page 51) 










“Chevrolet will introduce a special com- 
petition stock car series with 320-cubic- 
inch engine.” 

FALSE—-Slight displacement increase for. 
"57 expected, will apply across the board. 
Rumor stems from performance of super- 
tuned factory cars with 265-cubic-inch 
V8. Current 225-horsepower job suspect-’ 
ed to be underrated by some 25 horse- 
power due to advertising’s request for rat- 
ing before engineering was finished with 
its modifications. 

“Because of costs incurred in bringing 
‘E’ car into Ford family, Mercury 
“Turnpike Cruiser” will not be produced 
as rumored earlier.” 

FALSE—Budgets don’t conflict here; 
signs indicate that show car may still ap- 
pear in modified form for ’57 as a Mer- 
cury-labeled specialty car, possibly bon 
ered by a Lincoln engine. 


. “Packard, impressed by public eaetibns 


will include its show car in ’57 line.” 
NOT LIKELY—Altho “Predictor” fea- 
tures may show up on ’57s, limited-edition 
car shouldn’t replace or augment deluxe” 
Caribbean series until much later in the 
"$7 model year. 

“American Motors may merge with 
Ford.” 

BARE POSSIBILITY—Even tho those 
immediately under the principals involved 
may never have given it a Thoment'’s 
thought, there is a strong family tie be- 
tween Ford and AMC. The” Edsel 
Ford was an intimate of J. L. Hudson and 
the Webers, and owned large blocks of 
Hudson Motor Co. stock, presumably now 
held by the Ford Foundation. More likely 
event, however, would be a union of 
AMC and the Studebaker-Packard Corp. 
“Chrysler Corp. is ag 3 a long 2nd 
look at the sports car field 

TRUE—Healthy, profitable T-bird sales 
picture, with the same predicted for the 


“new Corvette, may prompt Chrysler's 


newly-formed Product Planning Dept. to 


‘undertake a fresh evaluation, untrammeled 


by any decision reached in the past. 
“Edgar Kaiser is planning a new pas- 
senger car for late 1957 introduction.” 
FALSE—Much as he might like to prove 
a point, he is content with his Jeep busi- 
ness, now solidly in the black with ever- 
increasing sales here and abroad. . 


Has 
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Perfect 
Spark 
Timing 


ONLY 


$6°5 


Enjoy full sy apy np top acceleration 
at all times with twist our fingers! The 
new BA NDIMERE “TIMING ‘SEL LECTOR allows 
you to manually and instantly advance or retard 
your spark... while you're driving ...to compen- 

sate for heat, ‘altitude, road speed, gasoline octane, 
engine condition, etc. Supplements, but does not 
interfere with regular vacuum and centrifugal spark 
controls. Replaces the factory ‘‘fixed positioning” of 
the distributor, which is a , compromise at best and 
has to be set for “average” conditions. Now, when 
you sweep down the open road... hill climb. 
compete in a “Stop Light Grand Prix,” you tune- in 
maximum performance with a simple touch of your 
fingers! 


One model fits all 
cars and light trucks 







A BANDIMERE TIMER 
OFFERS MANY ADVANTAGES 


aximum engine Better gas mileage! 


efficiency under ali No ping . . even 

driving conditions. with “segular™ 
Oia icecler power gasoline. 

acceleration at All steel and cast 

all times. aluminum con- 


struction. Will last 


vance or retard 
forever. 


up to 20°. Worm 
drive for 1/10 of No bucking or 
one degree accu- stalling when en- 
racy. gine is cold. 
Mounts securely to Increased coil and 
bottom edge of spark plug effici- 
dash. Easy to in- ency under all 
stall. loads. 
NEW POWER & PERFORMANCE GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR MONEY PROMPTLY REFUNDED! 
NDIMERE TIMING SELECTOR 
‘our Car. (We are sure you will be 
, if you're not 100% convinced your 
cer performs berter, under all conditions . . . if you 
‘substantially better gas "mileage, 
lector to us for a full refund! 














just return the 





DEALERS! JOBBERS! ashe 


CLIP AND 
MAIL 
COUPON 











* gine Accessories Mig. Co.. Dept. 547 





TODAy; == 


5801 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
Please rush, under your 30 Day Money Back Guarantee, 


—_____BANDIMERE TIMING SELECTORS at $6.95 each. 


0 | enclose $. t in full, ship post- 
paid. (Calif. customers add 3% Sales Tax.) 
















0 Ship C.0.D., | will pay $6.95 each plus postage 
charges. 

NAME_____ 

ADDRESS. ZONE 

CITY. STATE 
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FIRST WAGON 
Dear Sir: 

I thought you and others might be inter- 
ested to know that at least one of the “Ist” 
station wagons still exists and is running very 
well. It is original except for the tires, timing 
chain, rings, brakes, upholstery and paint. It 
has taken part in several major events, includ- 
ing both 50th anniversary commemorations 
of the 1904 and 1905 Vanderbilt Cup races, 


copacaneme 


Lr] 08 





sponsored by the Long Island Olid Car Club, 
and the most recent cross-country run for the 
benefit of the March of Dimes fund. 

Harold R. Kraft Oyster Bay, N.Y. 


STREET SCENE 


Gentlemen: 

I seem to be in the embarrassing situation 
of having to answer a letter from a reader 
for whom I have no address. A letter was 
forwarded to me from Mr. James Davis of 
San Antonio, Tex., regarding Rolls-Royce 
information in connection with the article, 
“In Defense of the Slow Rolls-Royce” [Feb. 
°56 MT]. Since the letter had no return ad- 
dress on it, I have no way of answering it. 
Would Mr. Davis please contact me again 
so that I might answer his very kind letter? 
Eugene M. McCracken Pitman, N.]J. 


LAMB CHOPS 


Dear Sir: 

. . | am an automobile salesman with 
some 9 years of experience and I am getting 
a little fed up with all of these articles [““Buy 
But Be Wary,” Feb. 56 MT] depicting the 
vulnerable “poor lamb being led to the 
slaughter” by the crooked, gyping automobile 
salesman. 

. Has anyone given any thought to the 
other side of the story? For example: the 
preacher who sold his new tires from his 
trade-in after appraisal and prior to delivery. 
Or the school principal who took out his ra- 
dio and heater after appraisal and before he 
took delivery on his new car and swore that 
the car had never had either of these acces- 











sories, altho the holes in the dash and fender 
most certainly contradicted his statement. 
J. S. Holmes Phoenix, Ariz. 


A-DOOR-ABLE PLYMOUTHS 


Dear Sir: 

We are confused as to why, on page 36 of 
your March issue, you state that 2-door sedans 
can be had only in Ford and Mercury, Stu- 
debaker, and the 4 lower-priced General 
Motors cars. Two-door sedans are very much 
available in Plymouths. 

N. W. Ayer & Son Detroit, Mich. 
Our apologies. We also overlooked Dodge in 
the 2-door classification.—Editor. 


SHORT CIRCUIT 


Dear Sir: 

In the October 55 issue of MT there ap- 

peared an article on the electric car manufac- 
tured in Salt Lake City, Utah. This fascinating 
idea prompted me to write to the manufac- 
turer. However, as of this date, in spite of 3 
letters written them, I have no sign of life. 
Is MOTOR TREND now writing science fic- 
tion? 
Theresa Remington Southgate, Calif. 
The Electronic Motor Car Corp. was demol- 
ished by a fire shortly after our article ap- 
peared and as far as we are able to ascertain, 
has not as yet reopened its plant elsewhere. 
—Editor. 


IT’S A FOOORRRD 


Dear Sir: 

This is a ‘49 custom club coupe which I 
customized myself. {It has} a Hollywood cus- 
tom grille. It was decided to use a ’51 Ford 
hood rather than fill in the large gap left in 
the original hood when the grille was re- 
moved. The trunk was also filled in and the 





antenna was relocated in the left rear fender. 
The rear end was lowered 2 inches and flare- 
type skirts were added. 

The parking lights had to be heated and 
bent into shape in order to fit the center of 
the fender and the headlights themselves had 
to be relocated about 114 inches lower than 
the original ones. 


James J. Fury Spring Lake, N.J. 





MOTOR 
TREND Subscription Dept. 


5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 


De year—$3.00 [] Two years—$5.00 Above rates 
‘or U.S., its possessions, Canada; all other countries: 


Convenient delivery 


is one of the of reasons 
for subscribing to MT. 
Another is the 


$1.00 Saving 





on a two-year order. You 
won’t miss a copy of the 





[J One year—$4 Two years— 

Name 

Street 

City Zone State 


great new issues coming up 





lt enclose: [jcash [] check [] money order 
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today... 
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OT THE UNUSUAL CAR that the SAAB 

is mechanically, the Swedish Volvo gets 
its reputation from the fine looks of its 
plastic-bodied sports 2-seater. Craftsmanship 
is apparent in every part of its short 15-foot 
length. If exported to countries other than 
Belgium and Switzerland, the yearly produc- 
. tion of 2500 sports, sedans, and wagons 
; could probably be doubled. 

Up until recently the PV-444 2-door sedan 
has been held back performance-wise by a 
44-horsepower engine, while the sports job 
had a 69-hp powerplant. Now the larger of 
Sweden’s 2 car manufacturers announces that 
the new sedan will have the advantage of the 
> more powerful engine. 

A comparison of the 2 engines shows the 
sports engine to have twin S.U. carburetors, 
a higher compression head, bronze bearings, 
oversize valves, and a special manifold. Other 
than that the 2 overhead valve, 4-cylinder, 
86-cubic-inch engines have been the same. 

Chassis-wise the Volvo uses a unit body 
construction, front suspension by coil springs 
and wishbones, rear suspension by rigid axle, 
coil springs and radius arms. Drive is thru 
a 3-speed conventional transmission. 

) —Gordon Wilkins 
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IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP 
AND LIVE” CARS... 


TURN YOUR HOBBY 
INTO A CAREER! 





Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 
& DIESEL COURSE 


at home in your spare time! 

Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automo- 
tive Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings 
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to 
you at home — to prepare you to earn more money, 
with job security, in today’s fast-moving, oppor- 
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 

Get your home training from the “Car Capital of 
The World”— America’s most auto-minded city, 
center of Hot Rod and 
Sports Car activ- 
ity! Mail coupon t 
right now! \parraal © 
HERE'S THE GOOD seed ‘ON OUR 
“SHOP-METHOD” HOME TRAINING! 
YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL! 
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself. All 
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered. 
Send for free Sample Lesson! 

THIS SET OF LIFETIME 
TOOLS— YOURS FREE 
plus all-metal tool box, 
mechanical drawing set 
and other equipment. All 
= part of your course, yours 

_— to keep. 


EARN WHILE YOU LEARNS You canstart 
Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many 
students pay for their training and more this way. 
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serv- 
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with 
personal and technical prgblems. 
ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students 
have achieved higher rating, prestige, and higher 
pay as a result of this training. Mail coupon at once. 
APPROVED FOR G.!. TRAINING 
Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 
AND SAMPLE LESSON! 











NOW! 2 off 
Mail coupon t: 





NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 


tos ANGELES 37, California 
HICAGO: 187 N. La Salle St. 
IN canRoas 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C. 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 

















() Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training 
at Los Angeles. VETERANS: Give date of discharge. 


i NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DW-56 1 
; 4000 S. FIGUEROA STREET op 17 ta gate st. ; 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. - % 

en uto-Mechanics and Sample 
I Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and S: le 4 
I Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. l 
| NAME BIRTHDAY. i9. I 
| ADDREss I 
city ZONE—_STATE____ | 
i I 
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VOLKSWAGEN 


No. 1 car in Europe . . U.S. sales,* too. 

*1st in imported car sales, of course. 

So many travelers have been buying VOLKSWAGENS 

to tour Europe that we suggest you place your 

orders for overseas deliveries at least 

ten weeks in advance of your arrival abroad. 
Wrorld Wide Automobiles Corp. 

49-12 Newtown Road, Long Island City 3, N. Y. 





RAvenswood 6-0800 


Write or call Dept. MT-5 for further details. 


@ V.W. service—anywhere 
@ high resale value 


an 8-passenger Transporter 


1127 


del. in Germany. 


@ economical—low gas consumption 
© room for 4 adults—and luggage 


@ models for every need—even 
for large families and groups 


Other European cities slightly 
higher. ($1495 del. New York) 
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COMPARE THESE PRICES! 


Your choice of open or 
closed face plate (please specify) 


Chev. 53-56 | Buick 55-56 | Cadillac 54-55 

Ford 49-56 Chrysler 56 Dodge 55 

Ply. 55-56 DeSoto 56 Lincoln 52-56 

Dodge 56 Merc. 52-53 
Jan jee Ze, | 28 
Chev. 49-52 | Olds. 54-56 
1.85 _| Pont. 53-56. Cadillac 50-53 

iuickt a ‘ adillac 

onegh $59.50 | Thunderbira 55 
$69.50 $119.50 








Tire ring in chrome, $10 extra. Write for 
information on cars not listed. Specify 
make, yr., mod., tite size & if tubeless 
25% deposit required. FOB L.A. Postage 
COD Calif. residents add 3% sales tax 















NOW! Genuine 


» CONTINENTAL KITS 


HALF of Car Dealer Prices! 


Here’s the world’s greatest Continental Kit 
valne—at savings up to $100! Glamorous 
California styling . . . rakish tilt of tire car- 
ricr is custom-designed for your car, as is 
every other part. Stylish wrap-around gravel 
shields. Heavy 20 gauge tire ring. Sturdy, 
rattle-free! 
Easy to Install Yourself: Kit braces to frame. 
Tire carrier is factory pre-assembled. Step- 
by-step instructions. 
NOT A “FALSIE’—ALL PARTS INCLUDED: 
splash pan, bumper extension brackets, all- 
metal tire cover, tire carrier assembly—every- 
thing but emblem. Prime coated. 
MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 
NEW CATALOG OF CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
_, —free with order or send just 25¢. 








“Always 
Popular” 


tiques. 





PLASTIC CARS 
How to design and build a car 
body from plastics; complete 
manual with illustrations of 
latest Fibergias cars. 


CLASSIC CARS & ANTIQUES 
A treasure house for.the en- 
thusiast, with over 200 pho- 
tos of rare and priceless 
cars, both classics and an- 





AUTOMOTIVE BOOKS 


HOT ROD ANNUAL 


™ CUSTOM 
CARS 





CUSTOM CARS 1956 
A wealth of “how to’’ ma- 
terial, hundreds of pictures, 
detailed description of custom 
work and cost analyses—plus 
newest customizing ideas. 


Only 75° At All Newsstands Now! 


Or send 85¢ (to cover postage, etc.) to Trend “Inc., 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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How to build hot rods and 
how to make them go. 1956 
edition has full details on 
OHV-V8’s; all about engine 














car owner’s 





LIBRARY 


THE BIG RACE 


The Story of Motor Racing 
by Ernst Roseman 
with drawings by Carlo Demand 
A new book translated from the German by 
E. Evand, printed in Germany, and available 
in this country from R. Gordon & Co., Motor 
Books, 32 East 59th St., New York 22. $4. 


HE TITLE MIGHT DELUDE YOU into 

believing that this is an objective history 
of the sport of racing. Actually, it’s a rather 
interesting, if elementary and not too accurate, 
story of Gottlieb Daimler’s and Carl Benz's 
early motoring experiences and the develop- 
ment and record of the great Daimler-Benz 
organization. You can hardly blame the Ger- 
man writer for his bias in favor of Mer- 
cedes automobiles. They are, certainly, the 
world’s greatest racing machines. The text 
is separated from the 128 sketches, which 
alone are worth the price of the book. 

The story begins in 1894, with the pro- 
motion of the Ist automobile race on record, 
from Paris to Rouen. Of course, Daimler and 
Benz built all of the internal combustion 
engines in the race. From this point on, you 
are carried thru nearly all the Grand Prix 
type races held in Europe and most of those 
held in “foreign” countries. Once in a while, 
slight mention is made of other automobile 
manufacturers, like Ferrari, Maserati, and 
Bugatti. The writing is pleasantly readable, 
and only the specifications may give the reader 
trouble, since they're all metric. 

Quite a bit of space is devoted to great 
drivers’ experiences. The last 10 pages are 
almost completely concerned with “El Chu- 
eco” (Juan Manuel Fangio) and (what 
else?) the Mercedes racing team, with a lib- 
eral sprinkling of Alfred Neubauer. The 
charcoal sketches that follow catch the feel- 
ing of the race as well as or better than 
photographs. The Big Race is a worthy addi- 
tion to any enthusiast’s bookshelf. —P.S. 


ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE REVIEW 
Published by Edita, S.A., 7 Rue de Geneve, 
Lausanne, Switzerland. $7.50 at bookstores. 


OR THE PAST 2 years the Annual Auto- 

mobile Review has been published in 
paper-bound form. This year, this marvelous 
work has a linen-backed cover that eliminates 
the one objection we've had to previous 
editions. As always, the contents provide 
entertaining reading, dealing in the main 
with the motor racing sport. Included in this 
section is an interesting treatise on the psy- 
chology of motor races, plus factual and com- 
plete rundowns on events from Le Mans and 
Sebring to the Tulip Rally and the Targa 
Florio. Action photographs are at their usual 
high standard, reproduced in both black-and- 
white and full color. 

Designer Mario deBeaumont discusses an 
always interesting aspect of the automobile: 
styling. He traces evolution, explains the why 
of certain designs, and forecasts the car of the 
future in drawings and the written word. 

To accompany the many beautiful color 
plates of such cars as the Lancia 2500 Florida 
(in this issue of MT) is an absorbing resumé 
of the year’s most notable cars, rounding out 
a desirable book for the car owner. —W. W. 











by 
ble 
tor ° 
$4. 
nto 
ory 
her 
ate, 
1z's 
op- 
enz 
er- 
ler- 
the 
ext 
ich 


rO- 
rd, 
ind 
ion 
rou 


ose 
ile, 
ile 
ind 
le, 
Jer 


eat 


1u- 
hat 
ib- 
he 
el- 
an 


di- 


hy 
he 


lor 
da 
né 
put 











as the most advanced expression of 
automotive engineering . . . distinctively 
French . . . so unmistakably CITROEN. 
Here is a rare blend, combining the 
performance of the sports car with the 
luxury of the limousine . . . 

chic Parisienne elegance wedded to 

the road-hugging power of 

a Monte Carlo performer! 





_—» This glimpse of CITROEN’S 
' ‘ew, revolutionary DS 19 is merely 
a hint of the unparalleled CITROEN 
features that places the DS 19 years ahead 


D S 19 the new CITROEN... is here! q 





For more information and Citroen Dealer nearest you write: 
. 


CITROEN 


~ > Here is a richly rewarding experience that 


will have you literally floating on air! 
We cordially invite you to see the safest 
car in the world, the DS 19, in the 
CITROEN Showrooms today . . . where a 
complete demonstration awaits you! 


SS alte son. 


cose Sill a 


* Some of the DS 19 features, essential for 
safety and comfort at all speeds, appear for 
the first time in automotive history. 






































CARS CORPORATION 


300 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. * 8423 WILSHIRE BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CALIF, 


%* THE CITROEN DS 19 IS THE ONLY CAR, COMBINING AS STANDARD EQUIPMENT, ALL THESE 
EXCLUSIVE FEATURES: FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE % MONOSHELL BODY *% NEW DS 19 OHV ENGINE 

WITH DUAL THROAT CARBURETOR % POWER DISC-BRAKES %* INDEPENDENT FRONT AND REAR A 
BRAKES *% CENTRAL HYDRAULIC SYSTEM WITH AUTOMATIC CLUTCH AND AUTOMATIC GEAR- i 
SHIFT % SAFETY “NO-SPOKE” STEERING WHEEL AND SAFETY DASHBOARD »% EXCLUSIVE CEN- f 
TRAL FIXATION OF THE WHEELS * LOWEST CENTER OF GRAVITY *% UNIQUE CITROEN OIL-AIR 

SUSPENSION ... THE ONLY SUSPENSION THAT ACTUALLY FLOATS YOU ON AIR OVER THE ROAD! 
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CLOVE compartment 


RUSSIAN AUTOMATION 


REPORTING ON A RECENT RUSSIAN 
TRIP, Ford Motor Co.’s Nevin Bean found 
a number of interesting facts. Among them: 
automation in manufacturing that in 10 years 
would be comparable to that in the U.S., and 
a ball bearing line using automation that 
looked better than a U.S. counterpart. But at 
the Gorki Automobile Plant, Mr. Bean saw 
nothing like U.S. efficiency—very little in the 
way of new processes. 


JAPAN’S PEOPLE’S CAR 


TOYOTA MOTORS HAS ANNOUNCED 
that it is prepared to go into mass production 
of a cheap and highly efficient “People’s Car” 
modeled after the Volkswagen. 

A 4-passenger car, it will be sold for about 
450,000 yen (approximately $1030). It will 
be about the same size as a French Renault 
and have a 24.4- to 36.6-cubic-inch engine. 
The car will weigh about 1320 pounds and 
have a maximum speed of from 50 to 62 
mph. For the time being, Toyota Motors 
plan to manufacture 1200 cars a month. 


IT RIDES LIKE A TRUCK 


IT’S A LITTLE OFF OUR BEAT, but GM’s 
recent demonstration of just how its air sus- 
pension can be expected to behave on a big 
truck was certainly an eye-opener. Newsmen 
and fleet operators were loaded into bus seats 
in a huge tractor-trailer combination, from 
which we could watch the air bellows per- 
forming their wonders either (1) thru a 
window in the rear floor or (2) on a TV 


screen (the camera was aimed at the left 
rear suspension). Ordinary highway bumps, 
then button-type dividers and finally a row 
of 6 by 6s made virtually no impression. But 
to us the high point of the day was a ride 
in that commendable vehicle from which we 
have so often reluctantly turned away: the 
GMC Suburban. This most capacious of wag- 
ons, with its no-foolishness interior and its 
high driver's seat that can make crowded 
streets a breeze, has always repelled us with 
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its trucklike feel that automatically cancelled 
it out as a likely 2nd car. But at this point 
we're not so sure. Not only has it sprouted an 
(optional) automatic transmission, it has 
GM's new light-truck RSD (Road Shock 
Damper) suspension, and it consequently 
steers and negotiates dips, as well as plain 
old bumps, in a manner to shame most pas- 
senger cars. It’s a comer. (See photo.) 


JOURNEY THRU THE JUNGLE 


“WE WERE TOLD that the journey thru 
Burma was not as difficult as had been an- 
ticipated,” writes one of the 6 Oxford and 
Cambridge graduates making an overland 
journey in 2 Land-Rovers from London to 
Singapore. “Much of General Stilwell’s road 
has survived 10 years of neglect and disuse 

. . the surface has been washed away and 
all bridges over the smaller creeks were 
either down or badly rotted ... in such 
cases, the vehicles got thru by means of their 
winches . . . On more than one occasion wa- 
ter was pouring in one door and out the 
other, well above the level of the floors . . .” 
On the trip they’ve encountered mist and 
heavy rain in the mountains, practically im- 
penetrable jungles, roads chiseled out of 
mountainsides and alternately, rock-strewn, 
deeply-rutted, and mud roads. As expected, 
they reached Singapore by March 6. 


RAMBLING HOME 


IN A UNIQUE HOME-CAR purchase deal, 
the keys to both a new house and a new Ram- 
bler are presented to the owners. The plan 
was launched by Rodney Lockwood & Co., 
developer of Cranbrook Village, a new hous- 
ing development in a suburb of Detroit. Buy- 
ers of homes are given an opportunity to 
purchase a Rambler at a special price with 
the builder paying the down paymert. 








Never before was driving 
. : — 
this much fun! 


NEW 1956 


RENAULT 


Only a road trial tells the story of the 1956 Renault 

4 CV. Take the 4 CV through heaviest traffic—as easily as 

if you had the road to yourself. Pick the tightest of parking 
spots, and back in without effort. Take corners as sharp as you please, try the roughest streets, the steepest grades. 
The rear-engine 4 CV is unequalled in roadability and reserve power (proportionate to weight). And it gets up to 
50 miles to the gallon! New 1956 model features rubber-mounted front wheel suspension, automatic choke, safety- 
cushioned dashboard and windshield edges, semi-pliable plastic steering wheel and interior fittings. 


ASK YOUR DEALER FOR AN EYE-OPENING 


WRITE FOR NAME OF NEAREST DEALER DEPT. MT-1 


RENAULT of FRANCE :: 
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ROAD TRIAL NOW 





28 HP American Export Model, 

complete with heater, defroster, di- 

rectional signals, leatherette 
upholstery. 


~ 1295 


FOB, New York 


DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH 
270 Park Ave New York 17 








Corvette 


1 heed (TOTAL 


NEW 








a ce) Naa ay RR Seay ee 6 ae 
5 


i wee 








(that any Chevy dealer can service!) 


If you yearn for the go of a custom-type mill, but balk at custom-size service 
costs — read on! 

There’s a new 225-h.p. high-compression (9.25:1) job with dual 4-jet carbs 
that has already shot Corvette to new records for American sports cars at 
Daytona. Coupled with Corvette’s new close-ratio “stick” shift it will produce 
acceleration in first gear alone that will top the best efforts of many justly 
famous marks. 

Here, for the first time, is a custom-type engine delivering 270 foot- 
pounds of torque at 3600 rpm that offers the same convenient, economical 
service facilities as mass-produced models. 

The newly styled Corvette also features a power-operated convertible top, 
and a new plastic hardtop available at extra cost. There are roll-up windows 
and a cockpit full of other new features that you should see at your Chevrolet 
dealer’s. You’re going to like what you see — so see it soon! . . . Chevrolet 
Division of General Motors, Detroit 2, Michigan. 
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Is 1956 a 
“doldrum year”? We don’t 
think so. In fact, one 
advance is so vital that 
it makes this a fitting 


time for the... 










FIRST ANNUAL 


MOTOR TREND AWARD 


HE PENDULUM NEVER RESTS: like opinion, like all 

matters in life, it swings from one extreme to the other. 
Today, stodgy performance in American cars is generally 
shunned. Even the conservative holdouts have succumbed to 
the lure of high power and sparkling performance. It is under- 
standable, even tho tomorrow the pendulum may start its inevita- 
ble swing in the opposite direction. 

Performance should not be something to hide under a bushel. 
@n the contrary, it has been sadly lacking in many cars—at least 
up until a few years ago. The question is, tho, how much more 
performance do we need? Certainly before there is any more 
wrung out of our cars of tomorrow—and today—a greater de- 
gree of safety should be incorporated. 

We at MOTOR TREND feel so strongly about this greater need 
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by Walt Woron and John Booth 


for safety that it had much to do with our unanimous selection 
of the Ford Motor Co. as the recipient of our 1st annual MOTOR 
TREND Award. This award is to be presented each year to the 
automotive manufacturer making the most significant advance- 
ment on a U.S. production car. Certainly the Ford Motor Co.'s 
contribution to automotive safety during 1956 is far and away 
“the most significant advancement” made by any manufacturer. 
And not only does the Ford Motor Co. share in our recognition 
of their achievement but each of the divisions does as well, for 
the safety package is available on Ford, Mercury, Lincoln and 
Continental cars. 

How we arrived at our decision as to “most significant ad- 
vancement” dates back a few months: 

Each of our staff members. being thoroly familiar with the 



















aspects of the '56 cars, was asked to con- 
tribute his nominations for the most note- 
worthy achievement of the model year. He 
was asked to select only from production 
cars but not to limit them in number; to 
consider engineering improvements; to 
discount changes made strictly for the sake 
of change (like styling innovations that 
do not contribute to progress) or those 
that were on previous models; to weigh 
the initiation of any program or philoso- 
phy; to disregard improvements that 
should have been made on previous mod- 
els; and, above all else, to rely on objec- 
tive judgment. 
ay Secrecy was the keynote; no staff mem- 
ber discussed his selections with the others 
until all had chosen. The Ford safety pro- 
gram topped each and every list, tho there 
was wide variation as to the order of 
nominations below that. 

Why, with such a divergence of opin- 
ion on the remaining selections, was the 



















































Ford safety program chosen by all as the 
top advancement? First of all, such a pro- 
gram was admittedly a gamble on Ford’s 
part, since adverse public reaction could 
well have ruined their 1956 sales. More 
importantly, however, the Ford Motor Co. 
deserves the major share of the credit for 
focusing attention on safety and for its 
great contribution to the true “safety-engi- 
neered car.” 

It took months of research by Ford, 
starting with the study of thousands of 
accident statistics and data from such safe- 
ty research centers as the Cornell Univer- 
sity Medical College. Ford began to isolate 
the injury-producing components of our 
present automobiles and then set up a com- 
plete testing lab devoted to redesigning 
these components. 

Actual crashes were set up below 45 mph, 
where most fatalities occur. (Continued ) 





COLIN CREITZ 
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MOTOR TREND AWARD continued 


It was necessary to use a multitude of in- 
struments, special manikins, and high- 
speed motion pictures. Information gained 
from these studies led to the design of 
steering wheels which would collapse at 
a predetermined rate to prevent the driv- 
er’s chest from being pierced by the col- 
umn, dash panel and sun visor padding 
that would reduce the possibility of skull 
fractures, rear-view mirrors that would 
swing out of the way and would not shat- 
ter, and doors that would not fly open due 
to body distortion upon impact. The value 
and reason for adoption of safety belts as 
part of the Ford safety program is obvious. 

While these accomplishments should 
materially reduce accident severity, Ford is 
the Ist to admit that only the surface of 
safety engineering has been scratched. The 
most encouraging fact is that real progress 
has been made and that continued studies 
are rapidly producing the necessary infor- 
mation to create an automobile designed 
from the wheels up to protect its occu- 
pants in a crash. They now know, for ex- 
ample, that a car designed to crumple at 
a predetermined rate will reduce the sever- 
ity of impact to such a point that the hu- 


COLIN CREITZ 
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man body will be able to withstand tre- 
mendous deceleration and an otherwise 
fatal crash. 

With the entire automotive industry 
behind this safety program, we should 
soon see the universal adoption of recessed 
instruments and controls, interior padding, 
and “crumple rate” bumpers. Further study 
of accident statistics and more laboratory 
tests should soon begin to tell the real 
story of the value of Ford’s pioneering in 
the safety field. The “safety engineered 
car” should then be just around the corner. 

To those who might place other auto- 
motive factors above safety, let us hasten 
to point out that the advancements made 
on other "56 cars were in no way com- 
pletely discounted in our selection of the 
most significant advancement—at least un- 
til each and every one had been thoroly 
investigated by our staff. 

Foremost among these was the smoother 
shifting Hydra-Matic used on Cadillacs, 
Oldsmobiles, and Pontiacs. Another that 
rated high on the ladder was the mechani- 
cal pushbutton control of PowerFlite trans- 
missions on Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge, 
Imperial, and Plymouth. Also highly con- 





sidered was the re-introduction of classic- 
era quality as evident on the Continental, 
something which we'd like to see spread 
industry-wide. 

Additional engineering features that 
were considered included Packard’s elec- 
trical pushbutton transmission control, 
Chrysler's center-plane brakes, Packard’s 
non-slip differential, and American Mo- 
tors’ new V8 engine, all of which are 
highly commendable advancements. 

Rising high in stature above all others, 
however, is the progress toward automotive 
safety made by the Ford Motor Co. This 
company, and each of its divisions, is not 
alone in its pursuit of those elusive quali- 
ties we'd like to see built into all cars. 
We therefore take extreme pride in our 
selection of the Ford Motor Co., and thru 
it the Ford, Lincoln, Mercury, and Conti- 
nental Divisions, as the recipient of the Ist 
annual MOTOR TREND Award. What this 
company has initiated is without a doubt 
the biggest step forward in 1956. We hope 
that they, and other manufacturers, will 
keep right on stepping forward, giving us 
even greater difficulty in selecting the most 
significant advancement of 1957. 





AL KIDD 











AN MT RESEARCH REPORT BY PETE MOLSON 


UCH HAS HAPPENED to the little, thrifty, rear-engined 
Renault since it made its debut on our shores 8 years ago, 
and more has happened to the little, thrifty, rear-engined Volks- 
wagen since it bowed in ’52. A lot has happened, also, to the 
thinking of Americans. Initially lured by small cars at the time 
when U.S. products were thinly disguised pre-war models, they 
fell back into the “Buy American” ranks with the advent of 
bigger and brighter Detroit bombs. The single exception to the 
rule that foreign cars have gradually lost popularity (to date, 
that is, and we hope the trend is reversible) is the VW. 

Is this as it should be? By and large, the “rag top,” no-win- 
dows, all-out sports cars hadn’t too much lasting appeal for 
comfort-loving U.S. drivers; MT staffers fell for them harder 
than most. The bigger sedans like the Jaguar Mark VII and the 
Mercedes met opposition from a public whose collective head 
was spinning as fast as a power-assisted steering wheel, and who 
didn’t propose to go back to that ghastly anachronism, the gear- 
shift. But Detroit, astute as its economists and their surveys 
usually make it, guessed wrong on one point: a well-engineered, 
attractive small car, cheap to buy and own, could succeed here 
provided it had other charms of its own that Detroit products 
couldn’t duplicate, and—perhaps most vital of all—provided it 
was fun rather than a chore to drive. 

The VW meets these criteria; so does the Renault. Why has 
one established a spectacular sales record and attained respect 
from countless domestic drivers, while the other has dwindled 
in popularity and is still considered something of a joke even 
by car lovers? Familiar with both cars from their inception, we 


found that we hadn’t known as much about current versions as 
we thought, and as we completed our tests we discovered to our 
chagrin that we had guessed quite wrongly on some compara- 
tive virtues and faults of the 2. Both cars emerged as good 
choices tor the family of up to 2 adults and 2 small children, 
where the adults enjoy driving and there is no aversion to the 
small car per se; if there is, don’t let anyone else make up your 
mind for you. If you drive a VW or Renault demonstrator ex- 
haustively and still feel that way, you'll be happier in a big car. 


Improvements for ’56 


The VW now has more performance and economy; slightly 
more room everywhere, including the luggage space under the 
front “hood” and the rear seat (but not enough to make it com- 
fortable for big people on a trip), self-cancelling, flashing direc- 
tion signals, and adjustable seatbacks (they don’t recline, but 
move within a range of a few inches). 

The Renault has really been slicked up. Bright and durable 
plastic upholstery is standard, wind-up windows have replaced 
the sliding ones, controls and dash have been Americanized, and 
the overhead-valve engine even has tiny headers and a fancy 
valve cover. 


Prices and Options 


The VW’s base price (only the Deluxe, or Export, version 
comes to the U.S.) is $1495 in the East, $100 more in the 
West; add taxes and license in each case. This includes an ade- 
quate heater and defroster. The sliding canvas sun roof is $80 
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more. Plastic upholstery costs $25 more; it 
wears longer than the wool fabric that is 
standard but isn’t as nice to sit on. 

The Renault is $1295 (East) and 
$1395 (West), with an optional auto- 
matic clutch (there’s not even a pedal) 
costing $100 more. A “heater” is stand- 
ard, but it is only a small hole at the base 
of the rear seat. A radiator blind, con- 
trolled by the driver, helps matters some- 
what. A sliding steel roof section (over 
the front seat only) is $75. 


Driving (Short Hauls) 


Here the Renault, despite its new auto- 
matic choke which produced the fastest 
starts we've experienced on any car, suf- 
fers from a severe unwillingness to warm 
up. This limits its usefulness as a hop-in, 
hop-out car when time is at stake. The 
automatic-clutch-equipped models insist 
that you wait for them, since the clutch 
operates only when the engine speed drops 
to idling and, of course, this doesn’t occur 
during warmup. The VW, with a hand 
choke, is more maneuverable just after 
starting it up when cold. Vision in both 
cars is far behind modern U.S. standards. 
Both have a tiny rear window and a big 
blind spot in each rear quarter. The VW 
compounds this felony with a thick, broad- 
er-at-the-top windshield post that can be 
especially dangerous for taller drivers. The 
VW’s electric wipers leave a blind spot 
at the left; those of the Renault don’t 
park themselves. 

Either car will keep up fairly well with 
traffic, but not if you try to avoid shifting. 
You won't use the VW’s 4th speed except 
in fast, expressway-type travel. The Re- 
nault’s 3-speed box is adequately synchro- 
nized; the VW’s, a connoisseur’s delight. 

We're ambivalent about the Renault’s 
optional! automatic clutch. Electromagnetic 
in operation, it has escaped from some, if 


Volkswagen 
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not all, the specters that haunted U.S. ver- 
sions in the early ’30s. It operates with 
either of 2 stimuli: the engine’s speed 
dropping to idling, or the driver’s hand 
weight on the gear lever. Consequently 
you may find, as we did, that aimless ca- 
ressing of the gear lever produces sudden 
and unexpected results. Take-up is un- 
erringly smooth, there’s no free-wheeling 
at the wrong time, but the Ferlec is not 
yet perfect and we somehow think we'd 
order our Renault with a plain old clutch. 
The trouble-shooting manual that comes 
with each Ferlec-equipped car may be re- 
sponsible for our reaction. 

Steering on either car is delightfully 
responsive and easy, and consequently 
parking is a whiz. The Renault turns in a 
much smaller space. Brakes are smooth 
and powerful, with little to choose be- 
tween the 2 cars except that the VW asks 
more pressure on the pedal. 


Driving (Long Trips) 


You'll be able to maintain fairly good 
averages in either a Renault or a VW un- 
less you encounter strong headwinds or 
long grades. In the VW, you'll drop down 
to 3rd gear under these conditions; in the 
Renault, you'll just slow down. There’s 
no need to feel leery about a wheel run- 
ning off the pavement, for you'll be less 
troubled by this than you would in a big 
car with larger tires. Furthermore, both 
cars will return to the pavement willingly, 
with no fuss. 

Since both cars steer so easily and have 
a high percentage of their weight at the 
rear, oversteer (the tendency to turn fast- 
er than the driver intends) is a particular 
problem to the novice driver. In fact (tho 
we don’t like to think of ourselves in that 
class!) we upset the Renault during our 
lst day in it, the result of overexuberance 
combined with soft tires. Later we took 
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both cars over a rugged mountain road 
and found that we had lost all feelings of 
uneasiness. All that is necessary is to sit 
firmly on one’s tendency to overcorrect. 
The Renault feels better on tight turns. 

You'll find an un-sports-car-like amount 
of body lean in both cars (a little more in 
the Renault) but nowhere near that of 
the usual U.S. car. 

Since a horizontally opposed engine 
like the VW’s is inherently vibration-free, 
a lot of driving is pleasanter than in the 
Renault, which frequently buzzes. This is 
especially noticeable when decelerating, 
but the noise level in the Renault is not a 
joy at any speed. Above 55, it becomes a 
positive deterrent to cruising. The VW, on 
the other hand, is designed to cruise at its 
top speed, at which point its pistons are 
traveling no faster than a typical large 
American short-stroke V8. The resulting 
long life is the joy of many an owner. 
Riding 

Both have a good ride, indeed a sur- 
prising one considering their short wheel- 
bases. The VW’s is more of a compromise 
between soft and firm, and imparts an odd, 
insulated feeling to passengers. This is 
partly due to the remarkable fit of body 
panels. The Renault feels more like a very 
small, lightly built car, and you feel the 
bumps more, especially with tires at the 
best pressures for roadability. Quiet is ab- 
sent from both. 

The right front passenger in a VW fares 
better than does his partner in a Renault. 
Not only has he had it better when getting 
in, he has more room in every direction 
once he has sat down. The door is wider; 
it stays put with an effective doorcheck, 
while that of the Renault still swings wild- 
ly to 180 degrees and is then difficult to 
close. Both cars have individual, bucket- 
type front seats, a feature that will grad- 

















ually reappear on our local product; these, 
plus the fact that they are adjustable for- 
ward and back in both cars, make a big 
difference in passenger comfort. 

The better finish of the VW gives this 
same passenger more comfort, for his door 
is well sealed (witness the car’s popularity 
in the Scandinavian countries) and he is 
free from drafts. The Renault’s doors are 
a masterpiece of economical construction, 
but haven’t mastered a whistling draft that 
appears thru the punched metal door pull. 

Our VW manifested, in a severe cross- 
wind, a weird drumming. Otherwise, pas- 
senger noise level was not disturbing. 

The rear-seat comfort situation is some- 
what reversed. The extra doors give the 
Renault an edge from the beginning, and 
except for the noise the car maintains its 
advantage. There’s noticeably more leg- 
room in the Renault, and its windows do 
slide open, even tho with a hefty push. 
The heater is also back here. Headroom is 
better in the VW, but only at the center. 


Fuel Economy 


Again the Renault wins a hand. Light 
weight and a smaller engine with higher 
compression are the basic reasons. Both 
cars respond happily to the sincere driver 
who likes to get all he can from an auto- 
mobile, so this is as constant a temptation 
as it is in a large V8. We made no attempt 
to drive strictly for economy in either car; 
hence our averages, which may seem dis- 
appointingly low to some. Trip averages 
of 35 to 40 and even above are not rare 
among the many VWs of our acquaint- 
ance. The Renaults, tho not so numerous, 
often approach 50. 


Repairs and their costs 


This was an easier study to make with 
the VW because of its greater popularity. 
Results were uniformly satisfactory so far 








as the cars themselves went, but some fair- 
ly savage criticism appears due to certain 
VW dealers. All the owners questioned 
advised new buyers to question experi- 
enced customers before settling on a par- 
ticular dealer. Prices for identical parts and 
repairs differed widely even within one 
metropolitan area. There appears still to 
be a definite problem if repairs or parts 
are needed when a reliable dealer is not at 
hand, so buyers from the backwoods 
should think it over carefully before in- 
vesting. Tire mileage is a VW low point, 
from 18,000 to 20,000 in ordinary use. 

Renault owners felt service to be satis- 
factory, tho even harder to find than on 
the VW. If one is wary of the greater 
piston speeds in the inline 4-holer, take 
heart from the removable cylinder liners 
which make a major overhaul a whiz, 
both in time and money (about $95). 
Tire mileage is much greater on the Re- 
nault, which uses bigger tires for less load. 

In both cars one will run into the prob- 
lems of metric-sized nuts and bolts, or to 
put the blame where it belongs, the blind- 
ness of this country and England in refus- 
ing to change; but the way things are, a 
metric-measured car is no advantage. 

Air cooling, now freed from the onus of 
the stodgy-seeming but much misunder- 
stood Franklin, may come into its own 
again, and the VW is the car that could 
make it happen. A part of the VW’s in- 
spiredly parsimonious instrument panel is 
a warning light to show when the gener- 
ator is not charging. Also, since the fan- 
belt runs the generator, it automatically 
lets you know if the fanbelt has let go and 
is no longer operating the fan. With this 
contingency—which is, of course, a seri- 
ous one—pretty well taken care of, the 
advantages of air cooling become even 
more evident. The VW’s engine, of course, 
will never overheat, nor will it freeze, and 
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water will never eat away at its innards. 


Will the cars hold together? 


Renault standards of workmanship in 
the big nationalized factory appear to have 
gone up since the lst 4-CV appeared here. 
Tho the design is clearly based on frugali- 
ty, actual assembly is at least equal with 
our present U.S. standards. 

The VW’s design is also economy-based. 
What, then, gives it such an air of quality? 
Falling back on a cliché, perhaps it’s just 
German preciseness. In any event, the 
paint, the screwheads (none are visible in- 
side the car, except for those that hold the 
transparent visor in place), the chrome 
and the incontrovertible evidence that the 
underpinnings are also solid mean that 
this is a quality car in all-important basic 
ways—no burl walnut and top-grain leath- 
er, of course, but built to last. 


Which one to buy? 


You know by now which one we favor. 
It’s a subjective reaction, perhaps, but it 
persists after an extra-long test of the Re- 
nault, which we carried out to be sure we 
weren't being unfair to it. We had a ball 
with it, and it earned our respect; we'll 
never laugh again at a 4-CV. But there is 
a combination of civilized, U.S.-type com- 
fort and fun in the VW that the Renault 
does not approach. We're even a little 
embarrassed about it, because we feel that 
in many ways it puts our own cars to 
shame. On the debit side are its homely 
looks, its tendency to break away at the 
rear on curves, its lack of rear seat room 
for adults. But in almost electric smooth- 
ness, in faithful service, and above all in 
the feeling it gives that all is well in the 
engine room and that there is near-com- 
plete rapport between it and the driver, 
we know of few cars to beat it. ( Specifica- 
tions on page 24; more data on page 46.) 


Vol«swagen 
— 


MOTOR TREND/MAY 1956 23 








FUEL CONSUMPTION 








‘56 RENAULT 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 8.2 
Quarter-mile 24.6 and 52.1 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 15.4 





ACCELERATION 


Used Mobilgas Regular 
Stop-and-Go Driving 
34.2 mpg city and highway average 


TOP SPEED 63 mph 


. 3 @ § <3 


ENGINE: Ohv 4. Bore 2.15 in. Stroke 3.15 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 1.46:1. Compression ratio 
7.25:1. Displacement 45.6 cu. in. Advertised 
bhp 28 @ 4100 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.614. 
Piston speed @ max. bhp 2153 ft. per min. 


TRANSMISSION: Standard transmission is 3- 
speed synchromesh. 


RATIOS: Ist 3.7, 2nd 1.81, 3rd 1.07, reverse 
3.7. 


REAR-AXLE RATIO: 4.71. 


STEERING: Turning diameter 2742 ft. Number 
of turns lock to lock 4.5. Type: rack and pinion. 


WEIGHT: Test car weight (with gas, oil, and 
water) 1340 Ibs. (35% front, 65% rear). Test 
car weight/bhp ratio 47.9:1. 

TIRES: 5.60 x 15 

PRICES: 4-door sedan $1295 (East), $1395 
(West). Sunroof sedan $1370, $1470. 


ACCESSORIES: No approved accessories as on 
U.S. cars. Individual dealers have some. 


DIMENSIONS 


FRONT OVERHANG 23 


OVERALL HEIGHT 57.75 
MINIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 7.8 


OVERALL WIDTH 56.25 
FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 44.5 
REAR SHOULDER ny 41.5 
TRUNK CAPACITY N/A 
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‘56 VOLKSWAGEN 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 7.5 
Quarter-mile 23.8 and 52.5 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 12.9 


Used Mobilgas Regular 
Stop-and-Go Driving 
26.6 mpg city and highway average 


68 mph 


Cc AT tO N S 


ENGINE: Ohv flat 4. Bore 3.03 in. Stroke 2.52 
in. Stroke/bore ratio 0.83:1. Compression ratio 
6.6:1. Displacement 72.7 cu. in. Advertised 
bhp 36 @ 3700 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.495. 
Piston speed @ max. bhp 1554 ft. per min. 
Max bmep 116.2 psi. Max. torque 56 Ibs.-ft. 
@ 2000 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Standard transmission is 4 
speed synchromesh. 


RATIOS: Ist 3.60, 2nd 1.88, 3rd 1.23, 4th 0.82, 
reverse 4.63. 


REAR-AXLE RATIO: 4.4. 


STEERING: Turning diameter 36 ft. Number of 
turns lock to lock 2.4. Type: worm and roller. 


WEIGHT: Test car weight (with gas, oil, and 


water) 1600 Ibs. (41% front, 59% rear). Test 
car weight/bhp ratio 44.4:1. 

TIRES: 5.00 x 15. 

PRICES: 2-door sedan $1495 (East), $1595 


(West). Sunroof sedan $1575, $1675. 


ACCESSORIES: Plastic upholstery $25, Tele- 
funken radio. $113. 


FRONT OVERHANG 26.5 
WHEELBASE 94.5 
REAR ty 38.0 
OVERALL HEIGHT 59.0 
MINIMUM weaned CLEARANCE 6.8 
FRONT LEGROOM 23.5 

REAR LEGROOM 23.0 
FRONT HEADROOM 37.5 
REAR HEADROOM 34.75 
a ory Low ag 160.0 
OVERALL H 60.5 
FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 46.0 
REAR SHOULDER ROOM 50.75 
TRUNK CAPACITY N/A 


ger2-—-sToE4tmoowP 






































MT ROAD TEST 
: 


| 


: 
é 









al 











Chuck Daigh in his superbly prepared, stripped-down 


Dynamite at Daytona... 

R OVER a week, the long-awaited ’56 

NASCAR Speedweek was strictly 2-di- 
mensional. A whole horde of cars with dyna- 
mite under their hoods sat around idly wait- 
ing, and so did the factory teams (see 
“Spotlight on Detroit,” page 10) private en- 
trants, and millionaire sportsmen who wanted 
to see how fast they could go. A 3rd di- 
mension: the famed Daytona Beach speed 
course was mottled with dangerous wavy 
bumps that precluded any sort of competition. 
Everyone was waiting for a northeast wind 
that would bring in ocean waves at the proper 
slant to clear the beach. Finally, during the 
2nd week of scheduled events, the nor’easter 
came and so did the proper tide. Almost as 
soon as the waves receded, drivers and me- 
chanics began to hop, engines began to roar, 
and records started to fall. 

But along with the speed there was con- 
fusion after a week of waiting around doing 
almost nothing; the jam-up of events that 
followed caught some of the entrants nap- 
ping. In the standing start acceleration 
runs, Chuck Daigh’s factory-sponsored, well- 
groomed ’56 Thunderbird streaked thru the 
measured mile averaging 92.142 mph (a 
presumed new record), and a Corvette was 
hot on his heels with 86.684 mph, but both 
cars were disqualified because of a misunder- 
standing about allowable engine overbore. (In 
racing events .030-inch overbore is allowed, 
but not in the speed trials.) There were 
plenty of Corvettes around but Daigh had 
the only super-prepared T-Bird on the beach. 
He immediately started an around-the-clock 
job of replacing the overbored engine with 
one within stock limits. Because it was a 
legitimate mistake, the accelerations were re- 
run 2 days later, and it still turned out to 
be Daigh’s day as a result of a respectable 


* OR RAs AOR RI EFS pe AR EI ie. as ts 


S 


4° 
~~ 


BED BES BE rng OEE AG 


(but considered U.S. stock) ‘56 T-Bird, which won acceleration honors but never got crack at top speed 


by Al Kidd Sports Editor 


88.779 mph average. William Norkert’s T- 
Bird was next with 87.869, followed by John 
Fitch’s Corvette at 86.872. 

Jim Kimberly clocked 88.648 mph with his 
Ferrari, and Chevrolet’s Zora Arkus-Duntov 
drove a modified Corvette thru the traps at a 
blazing 89.753. Smoky Yunick, expert Chev- 
rolet preparation man, rocketed thru the sand 
at 89.524 in a modified Chevy Cameo pick- 
up truck to give the Chevy factory a little 
more solace. 

When the production cars hit the beach 
for acceleration runs, the Chrysler Corp. 
popped into prominence. Dodge test driver 
Danny Eames hitched his Dodge D-500-1 
(dual 4-barrel carbs) to a star and turned in 
the fastest time of the day regardless of class, 
with a 81.786. Others in Class 6 (305 to 
350 cubic inch) : Art Chrisman, 56 Mercury, 
81.008; Dean Martin, "56 Dodge D-500, 
76.742. In Class 7 (over 350 cubic inch): 
Brewster Shaw's Chrysler 300-B was just a 
shade off Eames’ time at 81.762. Other Class 
7 times: Warren Koechling, Chrysler 300-B, 
79.952; Ed Williams, "56 Lincoln, 79.878; 
Wallace Chandler, 56 Studebaker Golden 
Hawk, 78.809. 

Chevrolets almost completely commanded 
Class 5 (259 to 305 cubic inch). The run- 
down went: Ned Decker, 56 Chevy, 81.392; 
James Umlauf, 56 Ford, 80.844; Betty Skel- 
ton, '56 Chevy, 80.699; and then 7 other '56 
Chevys ranging down to 77.536. 

If anything, the acceleration runs were just 
a tuneup for the speed and finagling that 
came on with the flying mile runs for top 
speed. Stockwise, the Chrysler 300-Bs were 
easily the hottest machines on the beach. ’55 
NASCAR Champ Tim Flock jumped in Carl 
Kiekhaefer’s personal 300-B (meticulously 
tuned but without factory support), reeled 
off a south run of 142.914, and came back 


at 136.003 for an average of 139.373. Then 
Detroit housewife Vicki Wood took the same 
car thru at 143.827 and 129.125 for a 2nd 
best 136.081 average. Following them in 
Class 7: Warren Koechling, '56 Chrysler 
300-B, 129.009 average; Brewster Shaw, '56 
Chrysler 300-B, 126.805 average; Wallace 
Chandler, ‘56 Studebaker Golden Hawk, 
122.407 average. 

Danny Eames added to the Dodge cause 
with his D-500-1 by wheeling thru the traps 
to average 130.577 in one of the most truly 
stock equipped and prepared cars on the 
beach. His main competition came from Mer- 
curys, and there was an audible sigh of re- 
lief from the Dodge stable when Pontiac, 
rumored to have been turning 130 in prac- 
tice, failed to show up at the starting line. 
Behind him in Class 6 came: Nicky Griffin, 
"56 Mercury, 125.567; Billy Meyers, 56 Mer- 
cury, 124.503; Chris Williams, ‘56 Mercury, 
121.601; J. H. Baker, 56 Dodge, 121.090; 
Franklin Ramey, '56 Buick, 119.403 avg. 

Class 5 runs resulted in one of the biggest 
hassles on the beach. Ford, concentrating on 
the races, again had only one car fully pre- 
pared to run the flying mile. Chevrolet was 
loaded for bear in this event and lined up a 
whole string of 56 powerpack (225-hp) 
sedans with top drivers aboard. Chevies 
promptly churned thru the sand for the Ist 
6 places in the class, but NASCAR officials 
just as promptly chopped off the top 4 (fac- 
tory cars) because all had oddly (and ille- 
gally) broken fanbelts somewhere during the 
runs. That meant that Chevy had only the 
best 2 times in Class 5—slower ones of 
course—but still came off as top dogs in this 
fashion: Murray Hartley, ‘56 Chevy, 121.335; 
Raymond Fulmer, Jr., 56 Chevy, 119.245; Joe 
Weatherly, '56 Ford, 118.130; Leonard Steed, 
’56 Chevy, 117.168; O.F. Liernard, 56 Chevy, 
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Zora Arkus-Duntov in the modified Corvette 





116.599 (averages). More records were still 
to come. 

When the production car haze had van- 
ished from the beach, the factories trotted 
out some of their prototypes. Before Speed- 
weeks even started, the DeSoto Adventurer 
had clipped off a 138-mph run, but then the 
DeSoto team got tired of waiting, packed up 
and went home. Those who stayed had 
something to crow about. The 303-cubic- 
inch Plymouth wasn’t content to rest on the 
pre-Speedweeks laurels of its 124.01-mph 
run. Re-equipped in prototype form (un- 
available to the public) with 2 4-barrel car- 
buretors, special manifold and camshaft, the 
Fury, with Phil Walters up, raced over the 
beach at no less than 143.598 one way, was 
slowed to 129.917 coming back, bur still 
averaged a lusty 136.415 for the combined 
effort. Then along came the Mercury pro- 
totype sporting an engine (again, not avail- 
able to the public) that has since been tagged 
the Jato-450-X—basically a '56 Lincoln with 
fuel injection. Vern Houle used the Jato to 
best advantage in turning in an average 
147.269. After Speedweeks were over, just 
to make sure that the Merc was the hottest 
sedan to have touched wheels to the beach 
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The wrong way fo fake off. This Thunderbird sprays 
sand, is showing difficulty in getting a good bite 
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all year, Houle unceremoniously slipped thru 
again at a remarkable 153.649. At about the 
same time, Ford officials looked around, didn’t 
see another 6-cylinder car in sight, and sent 
one of their own thru the traps (the speed 
was unimportant) to claim the honor of 
fastest 6 at Daytona. 

In the U.S. production sports car class 
(run before the acceleration rematch) , Chuck 
Daigh, still feverishly working on his Thun- 
derbird, failed to reach the line in time for 
the flying mile runs, so Corvette didn’t have 
top-flight competition. John Fitch turned in 
a scorching average of 145.543. Following 
him were: Betty Skelton, '56 Corvette, 137.- 
773; Andrew Hotten, '56 Thunderbird, 134.- 
404; William Norkett, °55 Thunderbird, 
133.087; Merritt Brown, 56 Thunderbird, 
122.491 mph. 

Zora Arkus-Duntov, driving the modified 
competition-type Corvette, turned 147.300 
average. Other sports car times: Bill Holland, 
4.5 Grand Prix Ferrari, 148.087; Howard 
Meeker, '56 Jaguar XK-140-MC, 134.078; 
Philip Styles, ‘55 Austin-Healey 100-S, 
128.00; King Pannier, '54 Allard K-3, 111.- 
111. Jim Kimberly's Ferrari and the Briggs 
Cunningham and Ernie Erickson D-Jaguars 
had to leave (to practice for a race) before 


erts in still another "56 Ford sat comfortably 
in $rd position, and in 4th place, playing 
the waiting game, was Herb Thomas in a 
"56 Chevrolet. This time the waiting game 
didn’t work. Even tho Weatherly did finally 
drop out, Turner’s Ford kept right on blaz- 
ing its way to glowing Ford advertisements, 
and took Ist place averaging 96.11 mph— 
the fastest 160-mile race time turned in by 
any car on the beach course before or since. 
Roberts lasted it out for 2nd place and Thom- 
as had to settle for 3rd. Behind them were: 
Marvin Panch, '56 Dodge; Dick Joslin, ‘56 
Dodge; Red Duvall, 55 Buick; Ray Atkin- 
son, 56 Ford; George Baumgardner, ‘54 
Buick; Mel Larson, "55 Ford; Pete Peterson, 
56 Ford. 

In the 160-mile Grand National windup 
Tim Flock just didn’t give the others a 
chance. Driving Kiekhaefer’s Chrysler 300-B, 
Flock took off from the pole position as tho 
he meant business, gave up the lead only 
during his pit stops, and actually backed off 
toward the end of the race (after the Pon- 
tiacs which had been giving him trouble 
were thru for the day) to win, averaging 
90.836 mph. The time was slowed by a 
whole string of wrecks and tangles. Billy 
Myers brought a ‘56 Mercury home in 2nd 





Driving hard in this Mercury, Billy Myers wound up 2nd to Tim Flock in the Grand National 


the beach was in good shape, never got a 
chance to strut their stuff. 

When the final weekend came around to 
actual racing, the lion’s share of the publicity 
went to 2 rames that, tho alliteratively 
similar, were completely divorced from one 
another—Flock and Ford. With qualifications 
for all 3 races being held on the straightaway 
beach course, Tim Flock won the pole for 
both the 125-mile sportsman-modified race 
and the 160-mile Grand National, while Joe 
Weatherly grabbed Ist spot for the con- 
vertible race. Driving a '39 Chevrolet with 
a hot ‘56 fuel injection Oldsmobile engine, 
Flock simply ran the competition off its feet 
in the modified race. He averaged 89.41 mph 
over the beach course to win going away. 

The next day, while Flock rested, Ford took 
over. The event was NASCAR's Ist National 
Convertible Championship Race, a 160-miler. 
It turned out to be very reminiscent of '55’s 
Darlington 500. Curtis Turner and Joe 
Weatherly roared into the lead in 56 Fords, 
and, while trading 1st position from time to 
time, set a phenomenal pace. Fireball Rob- 


place, and Ralph Moody, after rolling his 56 
Ford midway in the race, recovered well 
enough to continue on to 3rd position and 
provide Ford with another paragraph for 
their Daytona advertising—best showing by 
a low-priced car. (This 3rd place finish also 
gained some points to help Ford win the 
Speedweeks Manufacturers’ Trophy for the 
best overall performance.) Following Moody 
home were: Jimmy Lewallen, 56 Oldsmo- 
bile; Jim Reed, 56 Chevrolet; Al Keller, 56 
Chevrolet; Darvin Randahl, 56 Ford; Bob 
Korf, ‘56 Mercury; Herb Thomas, 56 Chev- 
rolet; Fonty Flock, 56 Dodge D-500. 
Despite the long wait, everyone thought 
that all the steam pent up at Daytona had 
been more than evaporated by the final day's 
racing, but while the Grand National was 
still in progress (it was halted 2 laps early), 
a riot broke out in Daytona (falsely attrib- 
uted to teen-aged hot-rodders) that got more 
publicity than the speed. With an uncooper- 
ative beach and an unruly group, Bill France 
had more than his share of headaches, but 
judging from the explosion of automotive 
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advertising since then, almost everyone went 
home pretty much contented. 

USAC Open Door Policy ... 

One day last month Racing Director Duane 
Carter abruptly struck the word “outlaw” 
from the USACE dictionary. Carter said that 
from now on drivers (and cars, if they meet 
requirements) from other associations are 
welcome to compete in USAC events and vice 
versa. NASCAR greeted the news cautiously 
by saying it would continue to permit its 
drivers to race with other associations, but 
only with written permission. If recent talks 
between USAC’s Carter and NASCAR's 
France were fruitful, that written permission 
will likely be very easy to obtain. 

Lettuce and Speed Kings .. . 

An oft-discussed question concerning auto 
racing is “What makes a man risk his life 
by competing in the sport?” London’s Awfo- 
car recently gave a pretty good answer by 
printing some top-of-the-scale salaries that 
Grand Prix drivers command. Stirling Moss 
gets no starting or prize money, but, win- 
lose-or-draw, every time he steps into a Mas- 
erati for a Grand Prix he earns $7200. Juan 
Manuel Fangio gets a monthly salary ($1200) 
from Ferrari along with half of all starting 
and prize money, traveling money for him 
and his wife, plus huge insurance policies on 
his life and limb. Jean Behra, No. 2 Mas- 
erati driver, simply picks up a neat $16,000 
for a season's work. 

Mister Micro Midget .. . 

After an unusually successful race at El 
Centro, Calif., some of the nation’s leading 
micro midget drivers decided it was high 
time they formed an association of their own. 
As a result, the National Micro Midget Asso- 
ciation was formed with headquarters in Lub- 
bock, Tex. (3005 34th St.). Fittingly enough, 
the newly elected president of the group is 
Ward Swarthout, former midget and sprint 
car driver, lst known builder of a micro 
midget, Mayor of El Centro, and, incidentally, 
winner of the 100-lap El Centro race. 
T-Birds of a Feather . . 

For years, just as all birds of a feather tend 
to flock together, car owners of a special 
breed have found safety (and much more 
fun) in numbers. Latest addition to car own- 
ers’ clubs is the Thunderbird Club of Amer- 
ica. Any of the 20,000 potential members 
can learn more about the flock by writing 


Box 345, Main Post Office, Dearborn, Mich. 
Incidentally, the Ford factory is, at press- 
time, assaulting the records made by the 
Corvettes at Daytona. 
One for Maserati .. . 
Whipping his Maserati thru the 1000 kilo- 
meters of the Buenos Aires Grand Prix at an 
average speed of 95.7 mph, Stirling Moss 
(teamed with Mendetiguy) won the sea- 
son’s Ist sports car race on the world champi- 
onship schedule. Altho the Fangio-Castellotti 
Ferrari led early in the race, Moss had the 
Maserati well in the lead when Fangio called 
it quits (transmission trouble) on the 90th 
lap. Phil Hill and Gendebien were 2nd in 
a Ferrari, while Behra and Gonzales brought 
another Maserati home 3rd. 
Calm Before the Storm... 
All’s been fairly calm on the Indianapolis 
front—rumors have leveled off or have ceased 
to be rumors. Not so rascalish after all was 
the rumor that said Stirling Moss might drive 
at Indy. John Zinc has offered his 55 win- 
ning car to Moss—the Britisher’s acceptance 
hinges on his commitments to Maserati. Lat- 
est entries for the 500 are these: Art Lathrop 
(D-A Lubricants) has entered 2 cars, Bob 
Sweikert will drive 1, Johnny Boyd will 
drive the new Bignotti Special, Jim Bryan 
will stick with Dean Van Lines to drive 1 
of the 2 cars entered by the firm. Al Herman 
will drive the Bardahl Special entered by Pat 
Clancy, Chuck Weyant will drive for the 
Martin Bros, Al Keller for Sam Taylor. 
Save the Torrey Pines Races! 
The San Diego, Calif., Junior Chamber of 
Commerce has proposed to continue the 
famous Torrey Pines races by including a 
track in the layout of the golf course which 
is now being constructed on the site of the 
old track. The proposal is now before the 
San Diego City Council. If you are interested, 
send a postcard or telegram now, to: 

San Diego City Council 

c/o San Diego Jr. Chamber of Commerce 

947 Columbia Street 

San Diego 1, Calif. 
Palm Springs Screams .. . 
With a 176.68-mph speed clocked by a D- 
Jaguar on the backstretch, the SCCA’s 2.7- 
mile course at Palm Springs, Calif., was really 
swingin’. Too bad that the winning car in 
the Over 1500 cc class wasn’t clocked. Carroll 
Shelby of Dallas drove a 4.9-liter Ferrari to 





Long the dream of motor enthusiasts everywhere, this race course, shown in artist's rendering above, will 
become reality by mid-1956. Ground has been broken on the 470-acre site 32 miles east of Los Angeles. 
The huge racing paint will include ‘%-mile drag strips, 4 circuits ranging from 2 miles to 5%2, and 2 ovals 


Ist place, and /apped the D-Jag (which came 
in 3rd in class, Sth overall). Jack McAfee 
took 2nd in a 3.5 Ferrari, and Bill Murphy 
drove to a 3rd overall in his Buick-engined 
Kurtis. In the Production Cars Under 1500 
cc race, 3 MG-A’s came in 1, 2, 3, with E. 
Forbes Robinson driving the No. 1 car. The 
Modified Cars Under 1500 cc race was won 
by J. P. Kunstle in the Ist of 4 Porsche 
Spyders (Class F) to cross the line, ahead 
of all the other entries. Just behind were a 
pair of Lotuses, leaders in their class (G). 
The Palm Springs races were the Ist, to our 
knowledge, where the Porsche Supers and 
Carreras were arbitrarily jumped from their 
class (F) to competition with higher dis- 
placement classes (D and E). The result was 
very good in that the Porsches finally had 
some competition, but still, 1st and 2nd spots 
went to Porsches, with a Morgan Plus-4 in 
3rd spot. In all, a wonderful bash. 

What’s Happening? 

Ronnie Householder will definitely become 
a member of Plymouth’s engineering staff and, 
judging from his experience, his duties will be 
those of racing director, but without the title. 


what’s 


coming up? 





2 
april 
15, Targa Florio, Sicily. 
19-29, General Motors Motorama, Boston. 
21-22, SCCA Race, Pebble Beach, Calif. 
21-May 2, Internt’l Motor Show, Turin, Italy. 
28-29, Mille Miglia, Italy. 
28-May 6, International Auto Show, New York. 
29, Transcarawas Valley Touring Club, 2nd 
Annual Spring Rallye, Canton, Ohio. 


may 

6-7, MGSCC 2nd Annual Great Wesiern Rally, 
Long Beach, Calif. 

11-13, Gymkhana, Speed Trials and Sports Car 
Show, Springfield, Ohio. 

12-13, CSCC Press-On-Regardless Rallye III, 
Los Angeles. 

13, Monaco Grand Prix, Monte Carlo. 

19-20, SCCA Race, Santa Rosa, Calif. 

19-20, 26-27, 500 Qualifications, Indianapolis. 

25-26, Lockheed SCC 24-Hour Rally, Los Angeles, 

25-27, SCCA Los Angeles-to-Ensenada Rally. 

30, USAC 500-Mile Race, Indianapolis. 


e 

june 

3, Grand Prix of Belgium, Spa. 

8-10, lowa Motor Sports Show, Des Moines. 

10, USAC 100-Mile Race, Milwaukee, Wis. 
16-17, SCCA Hillclimb, Mt. Equinox, Vt. 

17, Grand Prix of Holland, Zandvoort. 

23-24, SCCA Road Race, Elkhart Lake, Wis. 

24, USAC 100-mile Champ Race, Langhorne, Pa, 


e 

july 

1, Grand Prix of France, Rheims. 

4, USAC 200-Mile Champ Race, Darlington, S.C. 

4, USAC Hillclimb (Stocks & Champ), Pikes 
Peak, Colo. 

14-15, SCCA Hillclimb, Mt. Washington, N.H. 

17-21, SCCA Giants’ Despair Hillclimb & Races, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

28, USAC 500-Mile Champ Race, Toronto, Can. 
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Star Chief 4-door hardtop with Strato-Flight Hydra-Matic 
transmission, power steering and brakes, pushbutton windows, 


radio, heater, dual exhausts, padded dash, and 6-way seat 


ONTIAC FOR ’56 represents a con- 

certed effort on the part of the Pontiac 
Motor Division to gain a host of new own- 
ers. The 3rd, 4th, or Sth place on the 
national sales ladder would be a mighty 
juicy melon to taste. How they are going 
about getting more sales is apparent from 
driving the car and from watching the 
changed philosophy in advertising. For 
many years, Pontiac said nothing about 
performance; this year they openly brag 
about “flashing getaway,” and “power to 
go.” They have cause too, for there is con- 
siderable improvement in the Star Chief's 
ability to move, as you will see. 


NEW FEATURES 


Engine: A whopping 227-hp V8 sports 
many improvements over last year’s model. 
Even the less expensive 860 and 870 mod- 
els boast 5 more hp than the '55 power- 
pack maximum of 200. 
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This big jump in horsepower is the re- 
sult of a bore increase to 31%46 inches from 
34, giving it a very substantial 316.6- 
cubic-inch displacement. Compression ra- 
tio has been upped from 8.0 to 8.9 to 1, 
while 7.9 is optional on manual shift mod- 
els, thru the use of a dished piston for 
operation with regular grade gasoline. 
Carburetion has been improved by a new 
4-barrel pot with enlarged throats. More 
efficient breathing characteristics have been 
accomplished by an improved intake mani- 
fold with less air restriction. A better per- 
formance index has been established with 
use of a new cam on MHydra-Matic- 
equipped cars that allows an increased lift 
and longer open period of the aluminum- 
treated valves. 


Transmission: The new MHydra-Matic 
(Strato-Flight) is a symphony in smooth- 
ness. Gone is the annoying jerk associated 


4iM LODGE 


with its predecessors. Gear changes from 
2nd to 3rd are practically impossible to 
detect under normal throttle, and from 
3rd to 4th, there’s absolutely no feel re- 
gardless of a wide-open throttle. Down- 
shifts still retain their advantage of engine 
braking, but the process is devoid of 
mechanical clanks and whines. This has 
all been accomplished by use of a 2nd 
fluid coupling and sprag clutch (Jan. and 
Apr. MT). 

A new P position on the quadrant offers 
the advantage of acting as a hill holder 
or parking brake. Unlike other parking 
pawls, this one lets you start the engine 
in this position. To move ahead, normal 
gear selection is then made. An improved 
version of the 55 Hydra-Matic is offered 
on 860 and 870 models. 


Chassis: Basically the same as 55 but with 
improved shock absorber valving (slightly 
softer action) and full-length rear spring 
liners, improved steering knuckle and sup- 
port assembly. 

The power steering unit has been re- 
designed for more compactness and turn- 
ing resistance has now been cut from 9 
to 414 pounds pressure. Road feel has been 
retained, however. Heavier universal 
joints to accommodate the increased en- 
gine torque complete the picture. 





Body: Body changes have been confined 
to a minor facelift and an increased length 
of 2 inches, adding to the illusion and 
feel that the Pontiac is a big car, while cut- 
ting down on parkability. 


DRIVER’S COMMENTS 


Like last year’s model, the "56 Pontiac 
is right up in the front ranks in ease of 
handling. All fenders are visible from the 
driver's position and the reduced effort 
required to turn the power-assisted wheel 
makes parking an easy operation, if you 
can find a big-enough space. Steering 
wheel, brake pedal and accelerator are con- 
veniently placed for effortless operation. 
The transmission selector lever is con- 
veniently mounted on the steering column 
and can be flicked to any desired position 
with one finger without removing your 
hands from the wheel. 

Driving position is excellent with 
plenty of head, shoulder and footroom. 
A redesigned front seat helps here, es- 
pecially if you are fortunate enough to 
have a new 6-way power job. Regardless 
of the driver’s physical characteristics, this 
new seat can be adjusted to the complete 
satisfaction of all but a handful of basket- 


































ball centers. Exit and entry, like last year, 
are entirely satisfactory and strictly func- 
tional. The windshield cornerpost, steer- 
ing wheel and doorsill are all designed 
with the idea in mind that people have to 
get in and out. 

Visibility in general is excellent with 
one exception. Our 4-door Catalina was 
in character with other hardtops in hav- 
ing a rear window that reduced visibility 
in the rear view mirror to a ridiculous 
state unless we were willing to draw in 
our necks like a turtle. The well-placed 
side mirror overcomes this design prob- 
lem. The windshield on the test car was 
remarkably free of distortion and high 
enough to let us see the most difficult 
overhead traffic signal. A tinted top edge 
reduced sun glare, at least psychologically. 

Instruments and dash controls remain 
functional and easy to read. Pontiac has 
retained its speedometer which shows a 
red area from 0 to indicated speed. Radio 
controls, heater, vent and wiper are easy 
to reach and simple to operate. The 2- 
speed electric wipers produce the usual 
limited curved windshield sweep. They 
are quiet and positive in operation. 

Center-located glove box, handy ciga- 
rette lighter, windshield washer and clock 
with built-in accuracy, completed the con- 
ventional array of items that contribute to 


Detroit-type driving ease and comfort. 

Lack of wind wander or cartrack sway, 
better body stability and a softer ride, 
place this car among the more stable ’56s. 


HOW CAR PERFORMS 


With 227 hp under the hood ornament 
you can’t help but notice the eager per- 
formance potential that Pontiac’s ads have 
been plugging. Acceleration is smooth and 
rapid enough for anyone not bent on 
qualifying for pole position at Indian- 
apolis. Performance figures indicate an all- 
around increase in performance (see per- 
formance table). 

In the passing range of 50 to 80 mph, 
3.7 seconds were cut off of last year’s 
averages. Manually shifting from LOW to 
D3 to D4 range produced no appreciable 
decrease in time required to reach any 
given speed. Many similar tests of various 
automatic transmissions indicate that auto- 
matic gear changes can no longer be im- 
proved on by manually shifting thru the 
various ranges. 

To have flashing performance from 0 to 
50 mph and a bucket of mush from 50 to 
70 mph is not good, or even safe, per- 
formance. The driver of such a car would 
be extremely handicapped in trying to 
pass another automobile on the highway. 
For a car to have good all-around per- 


AD TEST 


formance by our standards, it must be 
capable of reserve power output under 
all but excessively high speed conditions, 
which aren’t practical on our outmoded 
highways, anyway. 

By comparison, the °56 Pontiac will 
have to take a back seat to last year’s 
model in fuel economy. The marked horse- 
power increase this year will cost you 
about 114 mpg and more if you have a lead 
foot. Fuel economy and high speed def- 
initely don’t go hand in hand. 

The new Pontiac has more built-in 
roadability than last year’s model, which 
was up among the top of the production 
car list. The improved steering system 
gives more positive control, and while the 
shock valving is slightly softer than last 
year, this is no baby buggy ride. You 
will feel the bumps but in a rather satis- 
fying way. “Solid and predictable” key- 
notes Pontiac’s ride. 

Body lean is held to a reasonable mini- 
mum and there is no flighty tendency to 
blaze a new trail in a tight turn. A de- 
liberate breakaway can be corrected by a 
quick turn into the skid, providing you’re 
on your toes. The powerplant has enough 
moxy to power you out of trouble (usual- 
ly) if you miss the curve marker. 

Washboard surfaces are taken in stride 
and dips are negotiated without undue 
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Pontiac's 227-hp V8 is shown above. Depending on the horsepower desired, twin 
4-barrel carburetors and manifold come with the 285-hp Strato-Streak engine, 


“56 PONTIAC ROAD TEST continves 


front end oscillation. The power steering 
unit has a positive return-to-center ten- 
dency that goes a long way toward creating 
the feeling that you are in control. 

Mud or ice can cause trouble due solely 
to the torque output at the wheels. A 
light foot is a must when accelerating 
under these conditions. 


PASSENGER COMMENTS 


Our 4-door hardtop presented little 
difficulty to the rear seat passengers on 
either entry or exit. The doors swing wide 
and the window sill is cut back far enough 
to avoid excessive body twists to clear 
the top. Seats both front and rear are 
firm and comfortable; in the test car, they 
were upholstered in the optional 2-tone 
top grain leather. 
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Head and shoulder room in the rear 
is ample for 3 people but legroom is 
just barely adequate for the average man. 
With the front seat all the way back, a 
tall person will probably begin, after a 
few hours, to dicker for the front seat with 
its ample legroom. 

Visibility from the rear seat is ex- 
cellent and in the case of the hardtop the 
lack of a centerpost gives a feeling of 
spaciousness. 

Rear ashtrays and good draft control 
add to the riding comforts of the rear seat 
passenger. 


CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Our test car was very well put together. 
Body panels fitted well and paint was 





about average. Chrome trim was lined up 
from one panel to the next and appeared 
to be of good quality. 

There were air leaks around the win- 
dows that produced some weird noises at 
high speed, a result of styling in theory 
without much practicality. 

Upholstering, floor mats and headlining 
were of top quality in both material and 
workmanship. The padded dash was well 
fitted and interior doorpanels were pro- 
tected from excessive wear by strategically 
placed chrome trim. 

During our test, no mechanical diffi- 
culty was experienced. There were no 
squeaks or rattles. 

Service-wise, this car is conventional. 
It should present no particular service 
problems other than the usual engine in- 
accessibility due to accessory plumbing. 
The hood opens wide and is counterbal- 
anced with springs. 


OPTIONS 


With 15 models to choose from, in- 
cluding the luxury Safari station wagon 
or new 9-passenger wagon, practically any 
style desire can be catered to. In addition, 
the almost unlimited choice of accessories, 


the single 4-barrel setup is on the 227-hp model, and the 2-barrel unit is stand- 
ard on the 205-hp engines regularly delivered in the Pontiac 860 and 870 series 


from internally adjusted side mirror to 
front-mounted air conditioner with a re- 
circulating feature for quicker cooling will 
allow individual personalizing to the ’nth 
degree. 

Full power features, signal-seeking 
radio (the feature is standard this year), 
electric windshield wipers (vacuum stand- 
ard), trumpet-type horn, windshield 
washers with foot control or fully auto- 
matic control, 360-degree hand-operated 
seat or 6-way power seat, and turn indi- 
cators, all go to make up one of the most 
complete lists of accessories in the industry. 

Safety-wise, in addition to the padded 
dash (optional), Pontiac has safety door- 
latches as standard equipment. We recom- 
mend the addition of seatbelts by the deal- 
er or yourself. (See page 74.) —John Booth 





























ACCELERATION 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
BRAKE FADE 


. 


TOP SPEED 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
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"56 
(227-bhp engine) 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.0 0-60 mph 11.4 
Quarter-mile 18.1 and 76 mph 








Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 5.1 50-80 mph 13.7 


Used Mobilgas Special 
Stop-and-Go Driving 12.1 mpg 


Steady Speeds 
20.2 mpg @ 30 18.8 mpg @ 45 
16.2 mpg @ 60 12.6 mpg @ 75 


164 feet from 60 mph 


Slight on 7th stop from 60 

Almost complete on 11th stop 
Complete on 12th stop 

Good recovery 2 minutes, but wheel 
grab in right rear 

Complete recovery 5 minutes 


Fastest run 107.8 Slowest 104.7 
Average of 4 runs 106.2 


Read 31 at true 30, 47 at 45, 
63 at 60, and 79 at 75 
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ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.94 in. Stroke 3.25 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio .844:1. Compression ratio 
8.9:1. Displacement 317 cu. in. Advertised bhp 
227 @ 4800 rpm. Bhp per cu. in 0.717. Piston 
speed @ max. bhp 2600 ft. per min. Max. 
bmep 148.6 psi. Max. torque 212 Ibs.-ft. @ 
3000 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Conventional transmission is 
3-speed synchromesh with helical gears. Auto- 
matic transmission is Hydra-Matic, 2 fluid 
couplings with planetary gears. Overdrive not 
available. 


RATIOS: Conventional transmission: lst 2.39:1, 
2nd 1.53:1, 3rd 1:1, reverse 2.53:1. Automatic 
transmissions: Dual-Range Hydra-Matic: Ist 
4.10:1, 2nd 2.63:1, 3rd 1.56:1, 4th 1:1, reverse 
4.62:1. Strato-Flight Hydra-Matic: lst 3.97:1, 
2nd 2.55:1, 3rd 1.55:1, 4th 1:1, reverse 4.31:1. 


REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Conventional transmission 
3.64:1. Dual-Range Hydra-Matic 3.08:1. Strato- 
Flight Hydra-Matic 3.23:1. 


STEERING: Turning diameter 44.9 ft. Number 
of turns lock to lock: mechanical 5.1, power 
4.3. Type: mechanical, recirculating ball bear- 


DIMENSIONS 


FRONT OVERHANG 35.1 

WHEELBASE 122.0 

REAR OVERHANG 53.5 

OVERALL HEIGHT 60.5 (62.5 unloaded) 

MINIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 6.7 
(at frame side rails) 


mnooOowr 








A N CGC E 


"55 
(180-bhp engine) 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.4 0-60 mph 13.8 
Quarter-mile 19.7 and 70 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 6.2 50-80 mph 17.4 


Used Mobilgas Special 

Stop-and-Go Driving 

14.5 mpg over measured course 

16.5 mpg tank average for 2964 miles 





Steady Speeds 
21.9 mpg @ 30 20.1 mpg @ 45 
17.4 mpg @ 60 13.6 mpg @ 75 


167 feet from 60 mph 


Fastest run 102.0 Slowest 99.3 
Average of 4 runs 100.3 


Read 32 at true 30, 48 at 45, 
63 at 60, and 79 at 75 
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ing; power, Saginaw recirculating ball bearing. 


WEIGHT: Test car weight (with gas, oi!, and 
water) 4055 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp ratio 
17.87 to 1. 


TIRES: 7.10 x 15 tubeless. Optional 7.60 x 15. 


PRICES: (including suggested retai! price at 
main factory, federal tax, and delivery and 
handling charges, but not freight.) CHIEFTAIN 
860 2-door sedan $2236, 4-door esdan $2294, 
2-door hardtop $2366, 4-door hardtop $2439, 
2-door station wagon $2564, 4-door station 
wagon $2647. CHIEFTAIN 870 4-door sedan 
$2409, 2-door hardtop $2476, 4-door hardtop 
$2530, 4-door station wagon $2744. STAR CHIEF 
4.door sedan $2523, 2-door hardtop $2661, 
4-door hardtop $2731, convertible $2853, SA- 
FARI 2-door station wagon $3124. 


ACCESSORIES: Dual-Range Hydra-Matic $188, 
Strato-Flight Hydra-Matic $205, power brakes 
$38, power windows $97, power steering 
$108, 6-way power seat $93, radios $90 or 
$118, heater $89, dual exhaust $21, seat- 
belts (installed) $11 per passenger, air con 
ditioning $431, powerpack $31. 


FRONT LEGROOM 24.8 

REAR LEGROOM 23.1 

FRONT HEADROOM 36.0 
REAR HEADROOM 35.9 
OVERALL LENGTH 212.6 
OVERALL WIDTH 75.1 

FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 56.7 
REAR SHOULDER ROOM 56.4 
TRUNK CAPACITY N/A 
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VER SINCE car buyers began the in- 

cessant quest to keep up with the 
Joneses, there have been arguments about 
which car is the best “keeper-upper.” The 
New Yorker’s obvious cost and striking 
looks will make it right at home in the 
Jones driveway, and in yours. But to keep 
up there has to be a constant improvement, 
so let’s look 1st at the New Yorker’s new 
features. Bear in mind that we tested 2 
cars, a loaded, air-conditioned one with 
3.54 axle in Detroit and, briefly, a less 
fancy one with 3.36 axle, on the West 
Coast. The startling differential in gas 
mileage is only partly due to highway 
driving in the latter. 
Engine: Displacement increased to 354 
cubic inches (was 331); stroke unchanged 
at 3.63 inches, bore increased from 3.81 
inches to 3.94. Compression ratio was 8.5 


CYLINDER 


WHEEL BRAKE 
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CONNECTING 
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CONVENTIONAL BRAKE CENTER-PLANE BRAKE 





SECTIONAL VIEW OF CENTER-PLANE BRAKE 
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WHEEL BRAKE 


to 1, is now 9.0. Modifications to double- 
rocker-arm (2 shafts per cylinder bank ) 
V8 upped torque to 380 pounds-feet. 
Other changes include 12-volt ignition 
system, redesigned intake manifold for im- 
proved combustion efficiency and economy, 
long-reach sparkplugs which jut further 
into the center of the combustion chamber 
for more even mixture burning. New 
Yorker’s 30-horsepower gain over 55 was 
achieved at no increase in engine speed. 
Transmission: Like other °56 Chrysler 
products so equipped, New Yorker's 2- 
speed PowerFlite unit is allowed to wind 
up a little more on takeoffs from a stand- 
still; result is faster initial engine speed, 
better pickup. 
Chassis: Basically unaltered for '56, lay- 
out retains Oriflow shock absorbers front 
and rear, with coil springs (containing 









(FRONT BRAKE) 





4-door sedan with 
PowerFlite, 

power steering and 
brakes, power seat 
and windows, 

air conditioning, 
gasoline heater, 
radio, 

Highway Hi-Fi 
record player 


ROAD TEST 


AN MT RESEARCH REPORT BY JIM LODGE AND AIL KIDD 


shocks) used at front, outboard-mounted 
leaf springs at rear. New Yorker springs 
have 6 leaves, those on Windsor have 5, 
and 300s have 7-leaf springs. Spring rates 
differ greatly; New Yorker rate is 95, 
Windsor is 90. The stiffer Chrysler 300-B 
springs are rated at a flat-cornering 160 
pounds per square inch. 

Important chassis change is in brakes: 
Center-plane brakes retain molded lining 
construction, 12-inch drums front and 
rear. But 56 brakes have floating-shoe ac- 
ticn (see “The Trend in Brakes,” March 
MT) for self-centering effect, uniform 
shoe-to-drum contact, are designed for 
smooth, balanced, effective braking. On 
the road, we found basis for these claims. 
Body: Longer by 2.4 inches, 1.9 inches 
wider, and the same in height as °55 
sedans, 56 picks up its added length thru 
stretched rear quarter panels, more massive 
bumpers with side extensions. 

New Yorker and Windsor bodies are 
basically identical, with only slight dif- 
ferences in overall length and width. 
(New Yorker's outrigger bumper gives 
that model about 14-inch greater width. ) 

Coupes and convertibles have even 
longer rear quarter panels and decks, meas- 
ure 3 inches longer than sedans. Uplifted 
rear fenders, new grille, tail lights, other 
new features are obvious. 


DRIVER’S COMMENTS 


Driving position: The more you drive the 
New Yorker the more you appreciate the 
roominess and freedom of movement that 
you paid for in a big car. Some drivers 
felt seats seemed a shade on the too-soft 
side to provide needed support for com- 
fortable prolonged driving; 2 500-mile- 
per-day trips failed to bear this out. Posi- 
tion of seat is excellent, and 4-way option 
is handy for still finer adjustments. Steer- 
ing wheel with thumb- and hand-grips is 
set very lov 2nd somewhat more hori- 
zontal than others for that good, right-in- 


280-horsepower 
New Yorker 
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your-lap feeling—it doesn’t restrict leg 
movement, tho. 

Ease of handling: Chrysler power steer- 
ing (with a quick 3.5 turns lock to lock) 
makes this big car virtually as easy to drive 
and maneuver, in traffic, as its little brother, 
the Plymouth; there’s good wheel return, 
no excessive wheel winding on normal 
corners. In parking, as long as you're sure 
you've found a spot spacious enough for 
the New Yorker’s 18-foot-plus length, it 
slides in with no effort, no feeling of a 
very large or unwieldy car. Upswept rear 
fenders are excellent guideposts for telling 
you just where you stand in tight situa- 
tions; you can see them easily by glancing 
back or thru the mirror. The Dr. Jekyll 
ease of power steering turns into a Mr. 
Hyde with the power off—more effort 
necessary to steer it than the average wom- 
an could muster. 

On the highway or on varied road sur- 
faces the power-assisted steering takes the 
effort out of driving. It calls for constant 
minute corrections for directional control, 
even on straight roads. It calls too, for lots 
of concentration in ticklish situations—al- 
most complete lack of road feel necessitates 
considerable familiarization and precalcu- 
lated reactions to take the place of normal 
warnings that would come through heavier 
steering. On the other hand, over very 
rough surfaces like dirt roads or when you 
accidentally slip off onto the shoulder of 
the road, you'll find that this fast, light, 
and positive steering makes you a pretty 
authoritative helmsman. 

Vision: Chrysler’s restrained wraparound 
presents no blind spots. There is some dis- 
tortion. The fact that it’s lower than most 
counterpart windshields can give the tall 
driver a slight caged-in feeling. Hood, 
which gives illusion of being shorter than 
it actually is, slopes more than it does in 
other cars in this class, allows a good view 
of road immediately ahead. Instrument 
panel is relatively subdued (no glare or 
disturbing highlights on bright days, no 
windshield reflections at night). Chrysler 
has gone along with the trend to low- 
hanging rear-view mirrors, and like others, 
this one created a blind spot in right-for- 
ward vision, was useless with 3 in front 
seat. Turning it upside down raises it, tho 
it narrows its effective width. 

Instruments and controls: A nonfunc- 
tional indicator (pointer, which points to 
nothing) on the speedometer detracts from 
the otherwise very readable white-on-black 
combination. Gauges, rather than warning 
lights, are welcome. Other controls are so 
neatly lined up in center of dash above 
radio that confusion is easy. Aircraft-type 
heat controls are located under speedom- 
eter, are uncomplicated, very easy to use. 
Glove box (far right) is small for an 
otherwise roomy car. Electric windshield 
wipers operate well. Sweep is only medi- 
ocre at sides of wraparound and at center. 
Test car was equipped with toe-operated 





radio-tuner and windshield washers in ad- 
dition to dimmer switch, so had group of 
3 buttons to the left of the brake pedal, 
called for a deft toe in picking the right 
one. The Highway Hi-Fi was simple to 
operate: it provided music ranging from 
Tchaikovsky’s 6th to Pajama Game. We 
don’t recommend that you change records 
while driving. 


HOW THE CAR PERFORMS 


Acceleration: We half-expected somewhat 
more sluggish takeoffs from this heavily 
burdened car. With equipment, driver and 
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passenger, test car weighed over 5000 
pounds; weight,/power ratio figured out to 
about 18.1 to 1. (Shipping-weight ratio is 
a deceptive 14.2 to 1.) 

Figures shown in the specification table 
for standing-start times were made using 
LOW range starts, shifting to DRIVE at a 
true 60 mph (in DRIVE range, PowerFlite 
shifted itself from low gear at true 55 
mph). Manual shift method resulted in a 
gain of about a second to 60 and a quarter 
mile, gave about 242 mph better speed 
thru the quarter. 

Altho 3.36 is standard New Yorker axle 
ratio, test car with air conditioner had 
recommended but not mandatory 3.54 
axle. Lower gear keeps engine revved up 
higher in traffic, provides higher compres- 
sor speeds, more efficient cooling. 

Heavy New Yorker can keep you out of 
middle-lane difficulties without strain; the 
low-geared and heavier test car was slower 











than MT’s extra-hot 55 test car (from 50- 
80 mph). All ’56s have a great deal of re- 
serve at higher speeds, accelerate well be- 
yond normal requirements. 

Fuel economy: Test car’s lower-than- 
standard gearing was bound to give slight- 
ly lower economy. The drop from last 
year’s par on the air-conditioned test car 
is fairly proportionate to this year’s dis- 
placement increase; not so the advance in 
economy on the car we drove on the West 
Coast for further fuel checks. (This car 
had the standard 3.36 axle.) 

Moving out briskly in traffic with the 


New Yorker calls for a fairly heavy foot 


on the accelerator; cruising speed is 
reached quickly. That’s why our overall 
average on the 3.54 axle car is closer to* 
highway than to traffic mileage. 

Carburetor refinements for °56 bring 
4-barrel breathing into use less often than 
before; this allows leaner mixtures further 
up the cruising speed scale, and makes 
secondary venturis instantly available for 
passing-speed power. 

Altho tests were run with the gasoline 
heater shut off, we did experiment with 
it at full-on operation; continuing steady- 
speed fuel checks using the heater, we 
found it gave a drop of 0.8 to 1.5 mpg. 
With normal heater settings, drop was 
about half this figure. (Chrysler engineers 
tell us that heater consumes 1 gallon per 
hour at maximum output, but that heater 
is rarely used over half capacity, should 
decrease fuel consumption by 0.5 mpg.) 
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Braking: Biggest (and most pleasant) sur- 
prise came when we measured panic-stop- 
ping distance from 60 mph; adding 30 
horsepower to a heavy car yet equipping it 
to stop nearly 20 feet shorter than it did 
in "55 is an improvement that’s even more 
important than the horsepower increase. 
Altho new center-plane brakes were 
prone to squeal after the 6th stop of our 
severe tests, they never showed complete 
fade; full pedal pressure was required after 
the 7th stop, but it wasn’t until the 8th stop 
from 60 mph in neutral that the Chrysler 
would not pull down at 15 feet per second 
—the deceleration rate specified in the 
tests. By the 12th stop, deceleration rate 
was 10 feet per second”, with the car able 
to stop, in some 3 or 4 car lengths farther 
than normal—but it would stop! Nose- 
dive is fairly unnerving in panic-stops, but 
as noted in our test report, “swerve com- 
mendably slight at all times.” Uneven 
wheel pull disappeared completely after a 
short rest period following the test. 
Roadability: Necessary steering correction 
mentioned under “Ease of Handling” came 
not so much from instability, but more 
from the lack of feel and general loose- 
ness of “full-time’’ power steering. Brisk 
crosswinds had little effect on the New 
Yorker; irregular road surfaces could cause 
the front end to wander. The car would 
not head for a ditch or divider as it came 
out of severe dips. Recovery from dips and 
bumps was fairly rapid; there was no un- 
due bouncing as the rear end came down 
with a solid thump after the worst bumps. 
Whipping off the road onto a surfaced 
road shoulder and back again brought 
plenty of body movement—sidesway and 
see-sawing if we carried it to extremes by 
spinning the wheel from side to side—but 
didn’t strain stability as far as the wheels 
and chassis were concerned. Hard corner- 
ing brought much the same reaction. Body 
lean was vividly evident. There was little 
rear-wheel hop when we hit a washboard 
surface in a turn; the front wheels tracked 
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fairly true until a drift condition took over 
at 55-65 mph on tight-radius curves. 

It’s here that body movement can be 
disconcerting, for while the body may nose 
about, the wheels are actually still well 
stuck to the road, tho moaning from stress 
and ready to break loose because of a front- 
end weight transfer. It’s not easy to make 
the rear end lose traction, even on dirt 
roads; when it does, over 214 tons of 
weight cause the car to slide alarmingly; a 
welcome power response and a half crank 
or so on the wheel bring it back to the 
straight and narrow. 

Snow and ice posed no particular prob- 
lems; neither did many hundreds of miles 
in rain at high speed. Chrysler didn’t seem 
susceptible to excessive skidding. Test car’s 
rear wheels would lock and slide quickly 
when we hit LOW button for a downshift 
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instead of brake pedal to slow down for 
a snowbound intersection. 


PASSENGER’S COMMENTS 


Exit and entry: Good doorchecks, slanted 
windshield posts, moderately high roof 
line, and extreme spaciousness all around 
makes getting in and out simple, even 
when carrying large bundles. 

You still can’t beat accessibility of a 
4-door sedan for rear seat entry and exit— 
and Chrysler is especially good. Passengers, 
both front and rear, will appreciate re- 
designed Chrysler door handles which are 
much handier and more practical than the 
originals criticized in MT’s ’55 road test. 
Ride: New Yorker was easily the softest 
riding car we've found this year. It’s not 
necessarily as /evel as Packard’s torsion ride 
but is definitely softer. On a particularly 


photos by Jim Lodge and Al Kidd 


mean collection of railroad tracks at a cross- 
ing, the Chrysler moved across with no 
jolts or vibrations. It took to other surfaces 
just as well. In cornering there is consider- 
able lean, and passengers will probably 
want to hang on thru a sharper-than-aver- 
age turn. 

Passengers will appreciate the general 
quietness of the car, its smooth operating 
engine and only a very slight lurch in 
transmission upshifts. Excessive wind noise 
at moderate cruising speeds, a problem that 
is currently plaguing 4-door hardtops, was 
absent in this sedan; however, there was a 
slight noise around the front windvents 
due to inadequate sealing, and water leaked 
around the windshield. No drafts noticed 
in either front or rear seat, and with super- 
efficient gasoline heater plus air condition- 
ing, you have (Continued on page 59) 
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FUEL CONSUMPTION 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
BRAKE FADE 


TOP SPEED 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
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56 
(280-bhp engine, 3.54 rear axle) 


From Standing Start 

0-30 mph 4.7 0-60 mph 12.3 
0-45 mph 8.1 

Quarter-mile 18.8 and 75.5 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 4.7 50-80 mph 13.7 
40-60 mph 5.6 


Used Mobilgas Special 

Stop-and-Go Driving 

14.9 mpg highway trip average* 

12.0 mpg over cross-country course 
9.4 mpg over traffic course 

10.3 mpg tank average for 626 miles 

*3.36 axle 


Steady Speeds 
19.0 mpg @ 30 17.2 mpg @ 45 
13.7 mpg @ 60 11.2 mpg @ 75 


152 feet from 60 mph 


Slight on 6th stop from 60 

Greater fade 10th thru 12th stops 
with full pedal travel, but no complete 
loss of braking power 

Complete recovery 5 minutes 

Swerve very slight during test 


Fastest run 111.7 Slowest 108.2 
Average of 4 runs 109.7 


Read 30 at true 30, 48 at 45, 
64 at 60, and 81 at 75 
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ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.94 in. Stroke 3.63 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio .926:1. Compression ratio 
9.01:1. Displacement 354 cu. in. Advertised 
bhp 280 @ 4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.790. 
Piston travel @ max bhp 2783 ft. per min. 
Max. bmep 161.9 psi. Max. torque 380 Ibs.-ft. 
@ 2800 rpm 


TRANSMISS!ON: Standard transmission is Pow- 
erFlite, 4-element torque converter with plan- 
etary gears. Overdrive and conventional trans 
missions not available 


RATIOS: DRIVE 1.72 x converter ratio and 1.00 
x converter ratio. LOW 1.72 x converter ratio. 
REVERSE 2.39 x converter ratio. Max. con- 
verter ratio at stall 2.6. 


REAR-AXLE RATIOS: PowerFlite 3.36. Test car 
(with air conditioning and PowerFlite) 3.54. 


DIMENSIONS 


FRONT OVERHANG 38.3 

WHEELBASE 126 

REAR OVERHANG 56.9 

OVERALL HEIGHT 62.9 (60.9 loaded) 
MINIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 6.5 
(at frame side member) 

FRONT LEGROOM 45.7 

REAR LEGROOM 44.7 
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"55 
(250-bhp engine, 3.36 rear axle) 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.2 0-60 mph 10.8 


Quarter-mile 18.0 and 79 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 3.9 50-80 mph 9.9 


Used Mobilgas Special 
Stop-and-Go Driving 


11.9 mpg over measured course 
13.0 mpg tank average for 600 miles 


Steady Speeds 
20.2 mpg @ 30 =+17.9 mpg @ 45 
15.5 mpg @ 60 13.1 mpg @ 75 


171 feet from 60 mph 


Fastest run 116.2 Slowest 111.1 
Average of 4 runs 113.5 


Read 30 at true 30, 46 at 45, 
61 at 60 and 77 at 75 


G&A: 7-3-2: 2 


STEERING: Number of turns lock to lock: me- 
chanical 5.5, power 3.5. Overall ratio: mechani- 
cal 30.9:1, power 20.3:1. TYPE: Mechanical, 
worm and 3-tooth roller; power, rack and gear 
selector and recirculating ball! nut. 


WEIGHT: Test car weight (with gas, oil and 
7 4740 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp ratio 


TIRES: 8.00 x 15 tubeless. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at 
main factory, federal tax, and delivery and 
handling charges, but not freight.) WINDSOR 
4-door sedan $2825, 2-door hardtops $2859 
and $2996, 4-door hardtop $3083, convertible 
$3290, 4-door station wagon $3553. NEW 
YORKER 4-door sedan $3728, 2-door hardtops 
$3900 and $3944, 4-door hardtop $4050, con- 
vertible $4191, 4-door station wagon $4472. 
300-B 2-door hardtop $4367. 


H FRONT HEADROOM 35.1 

1 REAR HEADROOM 34.5 

J OVERALL LENGTH 221.2 

K OVERALL WIDTH 81.0 

L FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 58.4 
M REAR SHOULDER ROOM 58.4 

N TRUNK CAPACITY 34.1 cu. ft. 

























































’56 CHRYSLER 
New Yorker 4-door se 
with PowerFlite : 
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Who was responsible for the finest Lincolns—the ones with 
the impeccable engineering and the superlative custom bodies? 


36 MOTOR TREND/MAY 1956 











‘@6@M HAVE BUILT more cars than any other person in this 

world. Now I will build better cars than anyone else in 
this world.” The man who made that statement was none other 
than Henry Ford, and therein lies a story—a story that has 
seldom been told because Lincoln successes during the classic 
era are generally associated with Henry L. Leland, not Henry 
Ford. It «is true that Leland created the Lincoln, but it would 
never have been known as one of the finest classics without the 
efforts of Henry Ford. With all due respect to Mr. Leland, let's 
give credit where credit is due. 

During the year 1917, Henry L. Leland (founder of Cadil- 
lac Motor Car Co. and plant manager of General Motors ) formed 
the Lincoln Co. to manufacture Liberty engines. After World 
War I the company started to build the Lincoln V8, a fine auto- 
mobile, well designed, and expensive. Tho mechanically superb, 
it suffered horribly because of an outmoded body design. 
Leland was much more interested in engineering than in appear- 
ance, and the cars were never fast sellers. From the time the 
company was founded in 1917 until it was purchased by the 
Ford Motor Co. in 1922, production did not reach a total of 
3000 cars. Coupled with the rampant depression, the Lincoln 
Motor Co. faced bankruptcy. People were simply not buying 
prestige automobiles. 

At the Ford Motor Co., production lines were humming 
steadily. The fabulous Model T was being built in ever increas- 
ing numbers. The corporation showed huge profits considering 
the times, and Henry Ford decided to look for or build a vehicle 
solely for prestige purposes. Thus it was that on February 4, 
1922, the Ford Motor Co. purchased the Lincoln for $8 million 
and saved Leland from bankruptcy. The purchase price was 
used to pay the numerous creditors, and according to the terms 
of the contract, Leland remained as general manager. 

Mechanically the Lincoln was a success, but it was a 
financial failure. The engine was completely machined and all 
major components were balanced, meaning that the crankshaft 
needed no vibration dampeners. Leland insisted on thoro testing 
of the running gear to insure dependability, but his foresight 
did not include handsome bodies. It is not generally known, 
but there were no custom bodies on the Leland-built Lincolns. 
Chief complaint of buyers was the lack of proper servicing agen- 
cies to maintain the cars. 

Shortly after Ford took over the marque (in 1922) a con- 
flict arose between Leland’s time-consuming precision methods 
and Ford mass production methods. This battle ended with 
Leland’s discharge and many were those who predicted a dire 
future for the Lincoln. Even to this day Lincoln successes are 
attributed to Leland, with the general impression being that 
Ford was wrong. 

Now, let’s look at the actual facts. 

Recognizing that appearance and service were the 2 chief 
obstacles, Ford immediately hired the leading body designers 
ot the day to design new Lincoln bodies. Judkins and Brunn 
designed those that were built during the 1st year of Ford’s 
reign. Later, Locke, Willoughby and LeBaron helped design the 
bodies. It’s apparent then, that it was after Ford entered the 
picture that all Lincolns had either custom-built bodies or 
semi-production bodies designed by custom body builders. It 
was not until 1929 that Lincoln Motor Co. finally produced 
bodies known as “standard Lincoln bodies.” Simultaneously 
Henry Ford also reduced the prices of the Lincoln by $1000 
and sales immediately increased. 

All bodies were made of aluminum and were as» good as, or 
better than, the bodies used on any competitive product. Com- 
pany policy also required that no wood should be cut and 
steamed into shape. All wood in Lincolns had to be cut from 
a solid piece. Even tho sales increased because of the reduced 
prices and handsomer designs, the company did not make 
money. During the entire production of the Leland-designed 
cars Ford was in the black only from 1926 to 1929. 





Ford soon realized that there would have to be a further 
reduction in the price, so he contracted with Murray for a 
cheaper body constructed of steel. Modern-day Lincoln enthu- 
siasts know that the Murray-built cars were the least expensive 
in the Lincoln line. 

Complaints regarding service were immediately and ade- 
quately rectified by Ford. He contacted all Lincoln new car 
agencies and paid the expenses of the best mechanics while 
they attended schools for factory training. Two of the things 
they were taught: never use a hammer or a pry bar on a Lincoln 
engine; maintain tools, equipment and parts paper-towel clean. 
A mechanic caught using a hammer was immediately discharged. 
Training was so efficient that it was not uncommon to find 
mechanics who, blindfolded, could tell from what model each 
part came—strictly by feel. Others were so thoroly trained that 
they could dismantle and correctly reassemble an engine while 
they were blindfolded. 

Instead of having engines rebuilt in service agencies a 
production exchange system was inaugurated. An owner of a 
badly performing Lincoln cculd drive into an agency where 
the block would be exchanged for a factory-rebuilt one. The 
old one would be factory rebuilt in its turn and otherwise 
repaired to take its position on an agency floor as a “short 
block” exchange. The exchange blocks were often brand new 
and an owner with an engine which had been bored .030-inch 
oversize might leave the agency with a new factory block of 
standard ‘size with no increase in price over that of a rebored 
factory-rebuilt engine. Best of all, the parts exchange system was 
comparatively inexpensive and fast. In 6 hours a car was returned 
to original condition with a rebuilt or rebored engine job for 
around $100. 

The Leland-built engine had a tendency to overheat. Ford 
engineers redesigned the heads so they had a greater capacity 
for water, thus eliminating this minor defect. In redesigning 
the heads they were kept as near as possible to the original. 
This policy of complete interchangeability was continued thru- 
out the history of the car, and at great expense every model 



















by Robert J. Gottlieb Classic Car Editor 


change included the interchangeable characteristic. On one en- 
gine the camshaft was redesigned so valves would be quieter, 
yet the new camshaft was completely interchangeable with the 
old camshafts. Ford therefore continued, within production 
limits, the fine engineering precedent established by Leland, but, 
introduced the other necessary changes that converted a bank- 
rupt marque into a growing business. In short, the Ford merchan- 
dising campaign was correct and properly replaced the idealistic 
methods established by Leland. 

Perhaps the most confusing aspect of Lincoln production 
is model designation. Until 1930 the V8-powered cars were 
known as Model L; in 1931 it was the Model K. (Continued) 
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1932 KB (V-12) Phaeton 


The original V8 was basically unchanged until 1927, when the 
engine bore was increased, and the crankshafts were Ist equipped 
with vibration dampeners. In 1932 a 448-cubic-inch V-12 was 
produced and called the KB. In 1933 a smaller version of the 
V-12 replaced the V8; it was called the KA. Confusion arises 
because in 1932 KB and K models were built, and in 1933 KB 
and KA models were built. By 1934 both the KB and KA were 
discontinued and replaced with another V-12 known as the 
Model K, making 2 K models, a V8 and a V-12. 

The 12-cylinder K produced the same horsepower (150 at 
3400 rpm) as the larger KB. Tho it was cheapened from a 
mechanical and production standpoint, it was actually a better 
engine from a merchandising consideration. It utilized 4 main 
bearings instead of 7, side-by-side rod installation instead of 
fork and blade construction, and fine machining disappeared. 
It was a better engine because it was easier to service, yet almost 
as endurable. Owners simply did not wear out’ the K engine. 
Many of them are still in service today after 400,000 and 500,- 
000 miles. One such automobile is known to have traveled in 
excess of 270,000 miles and still has the original main bearings. 

Among Lincoln enthusiasts the KB is perhaps the most 
popular because it includes the larger engine and all bodies 
were either designed or built by custom body builders. A major- 





1931 K (V8) Limousine 
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ity of the KA series and the V8 series had the cheaper Murray 
bodies. By 1935 the cheaper Murray body was completely 
dropped and thereafter all bodies were built either by Lincoln 
or custom body builders. 

It is unnecessary to extol the virtues of the Lincoln auto- 
mobile here. Every automotive enthusiast knows that it was a 
prestige car, so dependable that it was used by police and rum 
runners alike. What is generally unknown is the fact that its 
reputation was achieved thru cleverly planned circumstances 
established by Henry and Edsel Ford. Edsel Ford was concerned 
primarily with body construction and appearance. There are 
many who claim the policy was far too conservative. Henry 
Ford was responsible for production policy. The Lincoln Motor 
Co. never built a lower-priced version of the Lincoln, such 
as Cadillac's LaSalle or Packard’s 110. Using the 1929 Packard 
line as a contrast (where prices ranged from $1900 to $7000) 
Lincolns started at $4000. 

In line with the theory that there would be no popular- 
priced Lincolns, there was no cutting of quality. The same 
quality upholstering was consistently used on headliners as on 
doors and seats. Periodic changes were kept to a minimum 
because consumers did not want facelifts that would quickly 
obsolete their automobile. The cars were designed as an entity— 
everything matched, from radiator shell to doorhandles to tail 
lights. Built in good taste, they were never changed to meet the 
modes of the moment. The cars were built consistently as well 
as possible for the price. Phrased in another manner, they were 
the best cars that could be built for the price—and the prices 
were realistic. 

Lincolns were as economical and flexible as other contem- 
porary cars. They were not noted for mechanical innovation and 
pioneering, but the company adhered to standard practices 
carried out just a little bit better. In the ’20s, the pinnacle was 
reached with the V8. In the ’30s the KB and K were best. 
Even the KA had merits because it was more economical than 
the KB, but many owners claimed it was also underpowered. 
Enthusiasts generally maintained that the Lincoln bodies were 
the most functional ever built, and those built in 1932 the 
handsomest. Prior to 1932 the bodies were considered too 
square; after 1932, too rounded. By 1938 and 1939, bodies 
required yearly facelifts to keep up with competition. Being 
a costly car to start with, this was impossible for the Lincoln, and 
the K was permitted to die silently with the introduction of the 








_o2r Qs ATI WI S orm eae A = om 


— 
ie fa 








Zephyr. (For its story, see MT, Feb. 54.) 

Extremely confusing to enthusiasts is 
the relative speed of one Lincoln compared 
with another of the same model. Collec- 
tors have noted an extreme difference in 
acceleration and top speed when com- 
paring a KB sedan with a KB phaeton. 
There is, however, a definite reason for 
this. The company attempted to compen- 
sate for the differences in body weights by 
differences in rear end ratios. Three rear 
end ratios were manufactured and low 
ratio gears were put in the heaviest cars, 
high ratio gears in the lighter cars. Many 
times there was overcompensation for the 
weight problem and many limousines have 
been known to out-accelerate roadsters 
and phaetons. To really create a bomb, one 
has only to install low ratio gears in the 
lighter models. If this is done the Lincoln 
will out-accelerate any American car built 
during the classic era—up to a point. 

There were other edicts promulgated by 
Henry Ford for the perpetuation of the 
marque—some good, some bad. In retro- 
spect, there is no doubt that the Lincoln 
would have died 17 years before it did, 
but for the Ford family. It must certainly 
be admitted that Ford saw and solved the 
many problems connected with the car. 
There are those who say the Lincoln- 
Zephyr would never have been known had 
Henry Ford yielded his strict mass pro- 
duction ideas. He did yield in many re- 
spects; the KA models carried standard 
bodies only, the KB models custom crea- 
tions only. This in itself was definite re- 
linquishment of mass production ideas and 
a concession to problems connected with 
manufacture of a prestige car. 

With all due respect to Leland, the 
Lincoln’s creator, let’s give proper credit 
to Henry Ford, to whom most credit is due. 











1938 K (V-12) Willoughby Phaeton 
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There’s more than one way 
to travel in Europe. Perhaps 
the most pleasant, and 
certainly the cheapest, is to 


Drive Yourself Thru Europe 





VERYONE who has ever thought of visiting Europe (in 
other words all of us) has wondered about transportation 
once he’s off the ship or plane. Most of us have heard about the 
picturesque (and expensive) taxicabs, the uncomfortable trains, 
the bumpy buses, or Venice’s gondolas which are romantic but 
have rather limited access. But if you're footloose and fancy free 
your best bet by far is an automobile. 

Obviously hauling your own car over to Europe and back is 
costly—about $500 round trip. Then too, you may find U.S. cars 
not suited for some foreign roads, your bills for expensive for- 
eign gasoline will be high, and in case of mechanical difficul- 
ties you’re likely to draw a blank stare from a foreign mechanic. 

So why not do as the Romans do while in Rome and drive a 
foreign car? It’s lots of fun and not too expensive. There are 
dozens of agencies and European factories just itching to get 
you behind the wheel of a foreign car under any one of a num- 
ber of plans. If you’re beginning to get the urge, consider these 
tempting ways of becoming a sporty, knowing and mobile 
European traveler. 

There’s a good chance that by the time you drive a foreign 


car around for a month or so you'll never want to part with it, 
so one of the best arrangements is to buy the car before you 
ever go to Europe—you can get it a lot cheaper by paying for 
it in the U.S. and simply picking it up in Europe. This way you 
are actually the owner of the car and you may take it home with 
you or seil it in Europe. Under some plans the price you pay 
includes shipment to the U.S. when you're finished with the 
car in Europe—in others you pay the freight, which comes to 
about $200 for a small car. 

If you’d like to be a foreign car driver while in Europe but 
not a permanent owner, the sale and repurchase plan is for you. 
Under this agreement you buy the car and the seller guarantees 
to repurchase it at a set rate figured on depreciation. In some 
cases just the reverse is true, i.e., you never actually buy the car 
but simply pay for the depreciation. This is roughly like renting 
and, of course, you can rent (per-day-plus-mileage basis or un- 
limited mileage) nearly any make of foreign car, in most cases, 
at rates much cheaper than counterpart U.S. rentals. Renting a 
car is especially practical for short-term visits or quick side 
trips if you’re otherwise without a car. 


by Al Kidd 
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You don’t have to own an expensive car or be an official 
entrant in the Monte Carlo Rallye to enjoy this quick air ferry service across the 

English Channel. Frequent shuttles, carrying 3 cars per trip, 
eliminate waiting even during the summer 


Still another variation is the package trip which in addition to 
making you a foreign car owner, also pays your basic expenses 
—plane fare to Europe, guided tours, meals, and many other 
items. These are usually priced according to how many people 
will be riding in one car. If you’ve got a wife and 2 children 
you can wind,up with a new foreign car and a sightseeing tour 
of Europe at some very interesting prices. You can put it on 
the cuff, too, if you wish. 

Obviously there are a number of details to attend to in obtain- 
ing and operating a car in Europe and they vary from agency 
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COURTESY THE AUTOCAR 
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to agency and car to car. The chart on the next page is intended WHY BUY? HERE’S WHY! 
to let you know basically what cars are available under what : j 
plans and at what prices. There are many travel and car sales (Figures based on 2-month or 4000-mile trip) 


or rental agencies which can help you decide on the right car 


: a. ; Purchase foreign car 
for your trip to Europe. This list includes some of the agencies = 


Purchase price including operating costs; license, regis- 


that supplied material for the charts in this article. We're sure tration and touring fees; and insurance..............-........ $1200 
that they'll be just as happy to help you should you want further Approximate resale value at end of touf........:cco00-.-- 750 
information, so write them at these addresses: Approximate total COSt............-.--soeessse-sseesseeeeeee PRS: 450 
3 : 4 
World Wide Automobiles Corp., 302 5th Ave., New York 1 Ship your own car to Europe 


Citroen Cars Corp., 300 Park Ave., New York 22 Round trip shipping cost including handling, dock 
fees, marine insurance; operating costs, car insurance; 


American Express Travel Service, 65 Broadway, New York 6 . : ; ? 
license, registration, and touring fees.....................-.--- $1005 


Rootes Motors, Inc., 505 Park Ave., New York 22 
Ford Abroad Tours, 154 W. 56th St., New York 19 
Auto-Europe, 25 E. 54th St., New York 22 
Volkswagen, 49-12 Newtown, Long Island City, N.Y. 


Drive-it-yourself rented car 
Includes operating expenses, touring fees.................... $535 


2nd-class railway transportation 
Includes transportation to and from depots, tips, and 


Fiat S. p. A., 500 Sth Ave., New York 36 around-town ME OO Shaan eet cccaniatsaniioatine $840 
Europe by Car, Inc., 290 Park Ave., New York 17 ; Comparative lodging costs 
Jaguar Cars, 32 E. 57th St., New York 22 Big city hotels necessitated by lack of san trans- 

F nn oe EES oe Ea AE POSUERE $6.50 per day average 
Hambro Automotive Corp., 27 W. 57th St., New York 19 Suburban and small out-of-the-way hotels accessible to 


Renault of France, 270 Park Ave., New York 17 rn ee SEE PER SENG ANTE aed Pace Pte Ne m9 $1.25 







































































TYPICAL PRICES 
Slight variation between agencies AVERAGE FEE CARS PRESENTLY INCLUDED 
FOR LICENSE & AVERAGE OR SOON TO BE OFFERED 
CAR PURCHASE | AVERAGE || TRAVEL PAPER || INSURANCE 
OUTRIGHT | LESS RESALE] RENTAL || WHERE NOT COSTS beg te agg 
reciation 
PURCHASE | in during 2. FEES INCLUDED 
months) 60 DAYS S 
CITROEN 2-CV $ 950 $155 $172 $30 $38 AUSTIN-HEALEY 
CITROEN I! 1511 310 334 40 46 JAGUAR 
FIAT 1100-TV 1630 360 26 MERCEDES 
FORD ANGLIA 315 (A) 60 MG & MG MAGNETTE 
HILLMAN MINX 1386 226 505 (A) 60 (B) 51 MORRIS 
HUMBER HAWK 2002 650 (A) 84 OPEL 
RENAULT 4-CV 995 200, 248 40 47 PANHARD 
SIMCA ARONDE 1300 1325 285 50 (B) 60 PORSCHE 
SUNBEAM RAPIER 1946 683 54 PEUGEOT 
VEDETTE (SIMCA) 1895 395 RILEY 
VOLKSWAGEN 1097 180 ROVER 
TRIUMPH TR-3 
(A) UNLIMITED MILEAGE; INSURANCE INCLUDED 
(B) INCLUDES AUTO CLUB PRIVILEGES 
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T'S HARD TO IMAGINE that the unlovely Lincoln town car 

Opposite once surrounded its concealed owner with the ulti- 
mate in prestige. The Rolls is easier for us to understand, espe- 
cially when compared with the Cadillac Eldorado version from 
this year’s Motorama. Both are quietly flamboyant (we'd like to 
see the Cad with a little of that crazy canework) and both use 
a huge chassis to transport a minute and secluded passenger com- 
partment. The 220-inch Eldorado bristles with gil&ed-cage 
goodies from its quad headlights to the beige privacy of the 





Black leather and Fiberglas, phone to master’s quarters, sunken-hub wheel 
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Cadillac Eldorado Brougham Town Car 


rear. Here a bar, cigar humidor, radio-telephone, vanity case and 
air conditioning are kept secure with a complex locking system. 
You press a microswitch to make the door swing open, but if 
the transmission is in DRIVE you have to override the electronic 
lock mechanically (what a strain! ). Once you’re out, you can 
seal all doors and windows with a key inserted in one rear door 
lock. And, if you’re the driver, an automatic button releases when 
you arise from your sable-hued seat to prevent the embarrass- 
ment of locking yourself—and your boss—out. (Continued) 





are for chauffeur Beige leather and broadcloth garnish this electronic portal 





own, { “Ayr, 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


Classic Car Editor 








Collapsible (!) Cabriolet by New Haven Carriage Co. on ‘24 Lincoln 








COURTESY AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS ASSN. 


Rolls-Royce with 2-Passenger Town Brougham Body by Brewster 
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by Robert J. Gottlieb 


Classic Car Editor 


N A RECENT ISSUE we mentioned a 

1941 Lincoln Continental 4-door hard- 
top located in Japan. The response from our 
readers was immediate. We did not know 
that so many readers were in or had been in 
Japan and we did not know that this auto- 
mobile had been noticed by so many en- 
thusiasts. Pvt. Clyde C. Long, Jr., observed 
the car but had no information on it. E. E. 
Conant of Dallas, Tex., wrote the following: 
“Some time during the years 1936 or 1937 I] 
went to Bohman and Schwartz’ body shop 
{in Pasadena, Calif.}. A nearly completed 
custom Zephyr (1937 to the best of my 
memory) was in the shop. My recollection 
is that the contour of the centerpost had 
been changed. The quarter windows were 
blanked out, some chrome removed, and the 
interior completely reworked to include a 
bar. The upholstery was cream and red and 
the exterior paint dark blue. 


All the way from Estonia came a letter 
from Tom Brahmer. He enclosed a clipping 
of a 1938 issue of the Autocar depicting a 
Bohman and Schwartz customized Lincoln- 
Zephyr. The front fender is extended into the 
door, the rear quarter windows are blanked 
out, the headlights and hood side panels 
modified, and, most striking of all, the radia- 
tor grille is completely enclosed by solid 
metal. The caption beneath reads: 

A JAPANESE PRIVATE DESIGN 

This severe but striking design is a Lincoln- 
Zephyr with a special body planned by the 
owner, the Marquis Hachisuka, a Japanese 
airman and ornithologist, at present in Cali- 
fornia. It was built by Bohman and Schwartz 
of Pasadena. A special radiator is fitted, front 
wings flare into the doors, and the entire 
inside of the metal! shell is sprayed with a 
rubber-cork mixture to a depth of 2 inches. 

Note that the Awtocar article refers to a 
“Lincoln-Zephyr.” To add further confusion, 
we received the following: 

“The readers in Japan who reported a 4- 
door Lincoln Continental there are exactly 
right. I saw this car a number of times when 
I was in Tokyo in the spring of 1951. 
There is a ‘41 Continental in the family so 
I am familiar with them. The 4-door was 
apparently made from a 1940 model Con- 
tinental coupe, probably on the long-wheel- 
base 1941 “Custom” chassis. It had the door- 
handles of the 1940 model and a grille with 
no rim around the edge, and was in rather 
poor condition. It was definitely not a home- 
made job. The top and doors, chrome trim 
around the doors, etc., were of the same 
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quality as the rest of the body. The ear was 
definitely on a longer wheelbase than the 
Continental coupe. Front doors were some- 
what narrower than the original Continental 
doors and the back doors curved around the 
rear fender slightly, rather than dropping 
straight down as in the Zephyr. There was 
considerably more room between the back 
and front seats than in the Continental 
coupe. My memory may be faulty but I be- 
lieve the dash had the single large instrument 
group as in the Zephyr and Custom rather 
than the 2-dial setup of the Continental. 
Eugene S. Bashor 

Tom Probst forwarded the following in- 
formation to us: 

“Indeed there is a 4-door Continental 
snuffling about Tokyo. Many times I've seen 
the car in the Toranomon and Hibiya park 
area (near the Japanese supreme court build- 
ing and the Tokyo metropolitan police head- 
quarters). In fact, I've got a picture of the 
car somewhere around the house. 

“As I recall, the car is a 1940, but it may 
be a ‘41. It’s a hardtop coupe converted in- 
to a sedan. The roofline and glass area are 
unchanged but the pillar has been moved for- 
ward a foot or so and a 2nd door cut in the 
body, following the back window line down 
to the forward arc of the rear fender. 

“The Lincoln conversion doesn’t become 
too uncomfortable because most Japanese are 
somewhat smaller than the average American. 
The narrow doors of the 4-door Continental 
are no handicap, nor are they a disadvantage 
when the car is up for resale. On the con- 
trary, that Lincoln will fetch a higher price 
as a 4-door than as a 2-door.” 

And, finally, Neil Wilson added this fuel 
to the fire: 

“If my memory is correct, during at least 
part of the 1942 to 1948 era Lincoln built, 
in addition to the Continental, another 
Zephyr, a notch-back sedan known simply 
as the Lincoln. This sedan had a very square- 
cut, similar pillared look which could cause 
someone to mistake it for a Continental at 
Ist glance altho it was a full-height car 
unlike the Continental.” 

In answer to Neil, Lincoln did manufac- 
ture a car called the “Custom” at the same 
time it built the Zephyr, to compete with 
the elongated Cadillacs and Packards. The 
cars were much higher than the Continen- 
tals and they looked like what they were— 
elongated Zephyrs. 

We also recently mentioned the Continen- 
tal Mark II. Prior to its introduction there 
was a great deal of publicity concerning the 
car to the effect that (a) one could not get 
a demonstration; a purchaser would have to 
purchase the car and drive it for the Ist time 
afterward; (b) the cars would never be 
discounted; (c) they would be sold only to 
a select few, and (d) purchasers would have 
to return them to the agencies so they would 
not appear in used car lots. Each of the fore- 
going is no more than a fallacy. The cars are 
already on used car lots and substantial dis- 
counts can be obtained from dealers. Reader 
Arthur La Rue sent us some newspaper ads 
for the new Continental. One reads “Free 
1956 Ford with the purchase of 1956 Con- 
tinental Mark II, at regular list price.” An- 
other ad reads: “’56 Continental Mark II, 
make us an offer.” Hmmmm! 

















NO POINT BOUNCE! 
R. B. 





The Only ALL-NEW Ignition Point in Fifty Years! 
Made of Nylon One-Piece Body with Self-Aligning 


IGNITION 
POINTS 


CHEVROLET—6-Cylinder 
1935-40; 1948-56 


FORD—6-Cylinder 
1949-56 


FORD—8-Cylinder 
1949-56 


MERCURY 
1949-56 


LINCOLN 
1950-56 


S. 


Many Trucks and Tractors 


Watch! Other Models 
Soon! 


Silver Contacts. 


R.B.S. IGNITION 
POINTS 


Open and Close in a 
STRAIGHT LINE! They have 
360-degree contact and 
Perfect Alignment. Valve 
and Seat Action. 


Delivers approximately 20 
per cent more electrical 
energy. No alterations or 
modifications for installa- 
tion. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed if 
installed according to in- 
structions. 


Ask your dealer: Dealers wanted: Write to: 
R.B.S. MANUFACTURING AND SALES, INC. 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 


for information about your State Distributor. 








A.B.C. Mailing Co., DEPT. MT-5 
Box 5077, Shawnee, Okla. 

Please Ship the Following at oncet 

Enclosed find $..................- full price at ($5.00 each) for................---- sets, 


A.B.C. Mailing Co. pays all shipping costs to your door. 





Make, Model and Year Car... 











RSE OL TOE D TO ES: Zone. ..... State. 
Please Write or Print Plainly 
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The VW: Some Natural and Acquired Characteristics 


continued from page 23 











4-WHEEL SUSPENSION is one of Volks- 
A 


NDEPENDENT 


wagen’s most important features. Front springing is by 


square torsion bars, arranged so that the torsion arms form a 
parallelogram. This causes the vertical axis of the front wheels 
to remain so at all times, as they bump and rebound. Springing 
of the half- or swing-axles in the rear is supplied by a single 
round torsion bar per axle enclosed in a frame member on each 
side of the car. Double-acting hydraulic shock absorbers at each 
wheel iron out the bumps for an unusually stable, pleasing ride. 
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Among the many accessories designed for the VW is the custom 
Fiberglas hood and Continent?! tire kit. Amusingly titled the 
“Classic Kit” by Kit Industries, San Bernardino, Calif., it comes 
finished in primer for $135, rerdy for installation and painting. 
Judson Research and Mfg. Co., Conshohocken 3, Pa., makes a posi- 
tive displacement type supercharger with 6-pound boost (model 
VW ) which they guarantee will increase rear-wheel horsepowef 
by 45 per cent, cut 0-to-60 times to 15.5 seconds. It comes com- 
plete for $144. Carrosserie Zund, an automotive shop near Berne, 
Switzerland, made this custom rear window which you might 
have duplicated locally. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 48 
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I Filter! 
Fits Your Present Filter Case 
.. . Lasts Forever! 95 


Instead of buying a new element—you simply clean postpaid 


it. It’s as good as new without costing you a penny! 





“AUTOMATION” (production-line magic) did it. Thousands— 1—IJn double engine life. 2—In filter-pack replacement 
yes, hundreds of thousands—of laboratory and field tested savings. 3—In oil changes. (Your oil is good for over 
BRONZE—permanent filters have been sold at $6.95. Regular 10,000 miles with a genuine Perma-Bronze Filter.) 
users include tederal Government departments, large trucking 


companies. flect operators. and leading taxicab companies. ENGINES LAST UP TO 150,000 MILES A genuine Perma- 
A NEW LOW PRICE Now you may own this fine filter for only Bronze filter is your best insurance against needing an 
$4.95. We have full patent rights to manufacture it with our overhaul until you're tired of driving your car... an 
new high speed producti»n methods. You save 3 ways... you'll trade it in at a preferred price, too. 


HOW PERMA-BRONZE REDUCES ENGINE REPAIRS TO A 
NEW LOW The Perma-Bronze filter is a development. of 
the German sintered bronze discovery of fusing together 
minute balls of bronze with interstices which permit 
clean liquids but little else to go through. Perma-Bronze 
screens out all dirt and metal grit larger than .00015 of 
an inch. Nothing gets through that can possibly hurt any 
precision part of your engine. This is the dramatic Perma- 
Bronze secret for protecting your engine and increasing 
oil life. 

. PLUS—FINEST ACID NEUTRALIZER Every Genuine 
Perma-Bronze filter has a replaceable magnesium “mois- 
ture barrier” acid neutralizer. It neutralizes the corrosive 
sulphuric acids produced by combustion. Little wonder 
= this dual-protection doubles and even triples engine 
life. 












GENUINE 


PERMA-BRONZE 


EVERLASTING 


O/L FILTER 


Leading Chemical and Metallurgical Researchers 
developed the superior quality and design of the 
genuine PERMA-BRONZE Filter. Now, mass produc- 
tion has reduced costs, making it possible to sell 
it for only $4.95 “Postpaid to your door”: You can’t 
buy better than PERMA-BRONZE . . . so why pay 
more? If your dealer can’t supply you, use coupon! 













WHICH BRONZE FILTER SHOULD YOU BUY? 
Judge carefully! Don't fall for trick shapes 
from martini glass to “Mae West’ silhouettes 
that reduce total filtering area . . . and don’t 
a settle for shorter models with ends bolted on. 
Genuine Perma-Bronze filters give you up to 
43% more filtering area—PLUS fused top and 
bottom plates which definitely assure against 
seepage of grit, grime and acids—PLUS 14% 
thicker walls for superior filtering efficiency! 










© 1956 Engine Accessories Mfg. Co. 














DOESN’T STEAL THE DETERGENTS YOU PAY FOR Mod- 
ern motor oils contain excellent “detergents” developed 
by top chemical and refining engineers. They help pre- 
vent the formation of gums, lacquers and sludge in your 
engine. Why lose these helpful ingredients? Being 
liquid, they go through with the clean oil when you use 
a Perma-Bronze filter. Metal cannot soak up anything 
(fabric and paper filters can). 

AT FILTER CHANGING TIME? Just wash your Perma- 
Bronze filter in kerosene or other solvents and it’s better 
than a new “old-style” cartridge . . . without the expense. 
Then you're all set for miles and miles more of s-a-f-e 
engine operation, with all the pep that a power plant 
gives you in return for good care. 

USE IT FOR 30 DAYS AT OUR RISK! When you order 
your genuine PERMA-BRONZE Filter you are not 
“buying” now ... we want you to use it, compare it, 
test it any way you please for 30 days—then, and only 
then, do we consider the sale final. We further stand 
and mounting bracket (for cars behind our superior product for a full 10 years as per 
with no stock filter). our guarantee. 


RSS S SSS CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 

RS 30 DAY _——_ DEALERS AND | ENGINE ACCESSORIES MFG. CO. GENTLEMEN: Please send me PERMA- 
’ 5801 

~~ 


send only 
$ 00 


(PAY 
BALANCE 
C.0.D.) 


Large ‘‘By-Pass’’ Element $4.95 
Fits all cars (except those few 
listed below.) 

Giant ‘‘Full-Flow’’ Element $8.95 
Needed only for 1956 Chevy 
V-8, Buick V-8, Olds V-8, Pon- 
tiac_V-8, 1954-56 Ford V-8 and 
Mercury, 1952-56 Ford 6 and 
Lincoin, 1946-56 Chrysler. 
Complete Filter ....... $10.95 
“‘By-Pass"’ element with case 









































EE e, JOBBERS NEEDED E. Beverly Blvd. I BRONZE filter checked at left. I under- | 
pongo craggy a i} pealers and jobbers are Dept. 544 Los Angeles 22, Calif. stand that if I am not completely satis- { 
use vo 30 days at our risk. fi\ urgently needed to han Phone: RAymond 3-4978 rg — return it for full refund with- i 
Filter and compare te with aay 7 die the eerenes ; D Rush “By-Pass” Filter ys. ; 
. If not 100% satis: ce: consumerdem e lement at $4. 
nord aol return it for a full 5} by powerful advertising i CO Rush “Full-Flow” Filter MAKE OF CAR................:0.- YEAR......... | 
ane We guarantee it to be iG 23] and editorial articles . Element at $8.95 : MODEI F 
th finest quality filter of its 5 leading national sana | CRush Complete Filter Unit NO.: OF CY¥E...5:0... 1 
ind at any price, and further ‘ zines. Get your share 0 | (Incl. Case) at $10.95 i 
a it for 10 full years. this rapidly expanding - NAME.... 
guarantee Ae : market. For complete de | (Enclosed is $........ Sa ..--full i 
~ i tails, write, wire, oF price, ship postpaid. Calif. ES. | 
hone RAymond 3-4978 I esidents add 3% sales tax. ADDRESS 
sipss ClEnclosed is $1.00 Deposit— 4 
ship C.O.D., plus postage. LS: | SOE Dea ZONE....STATE........- 1 
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continued from page 46 


O, IT’S NOT THE WAY all Volkswagens are going to look 

in 1957. No, it’s not any different mechanically from the 

VW sedan whose road test appears in this issue. No, its back 
seat isn't intended for adults. No, it doesn’t cost anywhere near 
the same. No, it isn’t a sports car, and it isn’t meant to be one. 
If we sound negative, it certainly isn’t that we feel like that. 
It’s just that most all the questions we’ve been repeatedly asked 
about this most desirable little car have to be answered that way. 
You climb in (with ease) and it feels sporty. The seat is low, 
and adjustable for anyone, as is the passenger’s seat. The roof 
touches your head if you're very tall. There’s more of a “hood” 
in front of you, and visibility is superb all around. Controls are 
similar, but not identical, to those of the cheaper model. Interior 
finish is flawless and chastely classic. You can have floor-level 
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fresh air thru those front end grilles, mixed with heat or not. 

First driving impression is that the rear end is less skittish 
than in the other model, and it’s due to a front-end roll bar and 
wider frame rails. The feeling remains right thru the gears up 
to top speed (which we didn’t measure accurately but which is 
a very few miles per hour faster). Acceleration is infinitesimally 
better at the lower end, but it is at an indicated 70 to 80 that 
one realizes most clearly that he is driving no ordinary VW. On 
a lonely stretch (usually windy but with only light gusts on test 
day, as luck would have it) the Ghia’s high-speed behavior 
proved impeccable, and the difference in wind buffeting under 
severe conditions could easily be inferred. The weight—1740 
pounds—and streamlining get the credit. Unfortunately, the 
curved glass doesn’t quite mate with the top and there is some 
wind whistle. 

We found it hard to assess the Ghia. “That much for a Volks- 
wagen?” was the reaction of many of us until we saw the car. 
When that time came—for photos cannot successfully show its 
utter beauty in motion—we were helpless. Tho produced in 
hundreds by Karmann (builder of the VW convertible) this is 
a custom car in every subtle detail of its lines, every deceptively 
plain interior feature. It should not be judged by the standards 
of other “small cars,” but instead as a personal luxury car (re- 
plete with fitted luggage, if you like, for the portion back of the 
front seats). In this category, of course, it is the lowest-priced 
model; and while it could never be called a bargain in ordinary 
terms, just how much should you pay for a small slice of pure 
visual and driving delight? 


Lee Carpenter, VW dealer of Compton, Calif., lent us the Ghia 





photos by Colin Creitz 
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(9 Best Sellers Advertised a World's Nass a of ee Auto Parts) 


IT's EASY TO ORDER BY “MAIL. Siaaahy send he coupon idlow oo; you'll get fast service 
and clean new merchandise. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED or your money cheerfully refunded. 








FULL SIZE... 
ECONOMY PRICED 
BY- 
PASS 


FULL 
FLOW 













MILEAGE 
MINDER 


SAVES UP TO 
6 MILES 


PER GALLON 
OF GAS! 














PERMA-BRONZE OIL FILTER for uniforn 
filtration greater oil mileage. 
standard filter case ... 


Fits 
ends expense of re- 


placement cartridges forever. Easy to clean. 
Acid neutralizer included. 10-year guarantee. 


“By-pass” element $4.95; Large 


element $8.95; 
“By-pass” element $10.95. 


Item 1. Ppd. 


“Full-flow” 
Complete filter with case and 


NEW MILEAGE MINDER saves gas—re- 
duces carburetor wear. Pressure Regulator 
and pulsation dampener stops stalling, rough 
idle and vapor lock. PLUS a built-in porous 
bronze filter that removes all foreign material. 
Eliminates fuel pump pulsation . . . produces 
smooth flow of clean fuel. Greatly improves 
gas mileage. $6.95. Item 2. Ppd. 

















RADIATOR PROTECTOR ‘sacrifices’ its 
active element to clean engine cooling sys- 
tems and keep them clean. Magnesium-copper 
dise neutralizer removes rust and scale that 
solvents and flushing can’t touch. Eliminates 
“hot spots” and overheating. STOPS electro- 
lytic action that causes radiator and head 
damage. Fits all cars. $1.95. Item 4. Ppd. 


ésir> Genuine 
\ FistonSeal 


‘A Product of England’ 



































A BEFORE AFTER 
RING 
JOB Z 
INA ° fo) 
TUBE TT Z| 











NEW “ZIP,” NEW POWER for sluggish, 
worn engines—without the cost of an over- 
haul. Easy to use. Just unscrew spark plugs, 
squeeze Holt’s into holes. Engine heat forms 
self-expanding seal that boosts compression, 
reduces piston slap and oil burning. Lasts up 
to 10,000 miles. Insist on Holt’s. Insured by 
Lloyd’s of London, $4.95. Item 7. Ppd. 


FREE DO-IT-YOURSELF BOOK 


Giant new 1956 catalog 
contains thousands of 
special auto parts — 
mony not yet in stores. 
Sent free with order for 
any item above. (Other- 
wise, send 25c¢ for post- 
age, handling.) Get yours 
today. SPECIAL BONUS! 
Valuable Power Calcula- 
tor sent with each 


DEALERS! Help = demand in your 


area for Hi-Performance 
equipment! Write on your letterhead for 
new wholesale catalog—just off the press! 
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DELUXE 
NEUTRA-PLUG 


Has 22 times the 
magnetic pick-up area 


STANDARD NEUTRA-PLUG 


FIGHT ENGINE WEAR two ways. Neutra- 
Plug’s active magnesium element neutralizes 
corrosive engine acids . . . powerful Alnico 
magnet captures abrasive metal particles. 
Replaces stock crankcase drain plug. Stand- 
ard model $1.95. Deluxe model (double-size 
floating element on 200 lb. test cable) $2.45. 


Item 5. Ppd. 











EASY-TO-INSTALL, New Flexible Rubber 
Whitewalls or Color-walls. “Snap on” under 
wheel rim—fit tubeless or tube tires snugly 
WITHOUT cementing. Give smart appear- 
ance, long wear. Easily transferred to your 
next car. Choice of white, blue, pink, red, 
yellow or green. State color and exact tire 
size. Set of 4, $9.95. Item 3. Ppd. 


ete 


POROUS BRONZE WALL FILTERS OUT 
PARTICLES AS SMALL AS 39 
MILLIONTHS OF AN INCH! 





FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND THE BEST! 
Improved-Lifetime Oil Filter offers TOP 
quality, TOP efficiency meets rigid 
“quality control” standards. Strong money- 
back guarantee. With acid neutralizer. Fits 
your filter case. “By-pass” element $6.95; 
Giant “Full-flow” element $11.95; Complete 
“By-pass” filter with case $12.95. Item 6. Ppd. 





HOLES FOR AlR-FLOW PATER 
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BANDIMERE 


AUTO-TIMER 












ADJUSTABLE 
TIMING SELECTOR 











GANE AIR-JET NEEDLE mY 2 to 4 (or 
more) extra miles per gal. of gas. Assures 
proper gas-air mixture. Stops raw gas from 
pouring into carburetor . . . gives smoother 
idle. Patented Filter Cap keeps dirt out. In- 
stalls in 30 sec. Try for 10 days—full refund 
if not amazed. State make of carburetor 
(8-cyl. cars take 2). $1.50 ea. Item 8, Ppd. 


SS SS SS SS SSS SF SF SC KSC SSK SSC KC SCC SC KF CSF CCC SK CS SO Oe ee eee eee ee 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! Satisfaction guaranteed or 
money back! Send currency, check 
and we pay postage anywhere in the world on items 
marked Ppd.; others f.0.b. Los Angeles. 

posit c.0 

U.S.A.). 
L.A. County). 


5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 542, Los Angeles 22, Calif. Phone RAymond 3-3671 


(A 





PERFECT SPARK TIMING for all driving 
conditions .. . right at your fingertips. Ad- 
vance or retard spark manually—WHILE 
DRIVING—to compensate for heat, altitude, 
road speed, load, gas octane, etc. Gives more 
efficient engine operation, greater power, 
better gas mileage. Mounts easily on dash— 
do it yourself. Only $6.95. Item 9. Ppd. 


or money order 


20% de- 
C.0.D. outside 
Tax (4% in 


.0O.D.’s (No 
California residents add 3% 
Phone orders accepted. 


required on 














Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at right: 1.2 2 # 3-6-7 4.2 
My car is. Year Model No. Cyl.___ ] $ 

Name. Full Price Enclosed 
Address $ 

City Zone. State. 20% Deposit. Send C.O.D. 
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a SAG =) cur 
$120 FREE e 


WHOLESALE CATALOG > 











SEND 25c FOR 
WHOLESALE 1956 
SURPRISE CATALOG 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 
BOX ML 1904 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 














Why is 

PORTER 

tops in 
MUFFLERS ? 


longer life... 
greater power... 
better mileage... 


It’s easy to understand why 
Porter has been THE name 
in mufflers for more than 
twenty years. No other 
muffler offers so much — 
more economy, greater 
power, better mileage. Your 
authorized Porter dealer 
can show what Porter Muf- 
flers will do for you. See 
him today! 





PORTER 


MUFFLER MFG. CO., INC. 
11820 W. Olympic Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 
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From the recent custom car show af the Ford Rotunda comes this lightly cus- 
tomized ‘55 Thunderb rd owned by Bob Palmer of Allen Park, Mich. If shows 
good taste in off-with-trim school of customizing; paint is pearlescent white 





A favorite in many California 
shows, this ‘33 Ford was just as 
much at home in Detroit. Owner 
is Henry Rootlieb of Artesia, 
Calif., who spent over 2000 hours 
rebuilding the little beauty. It’s 
powered by a 200-hp V8, and the 
paint job consists of 32 well- 
rubbed coats of lacquer. Notice 
the late model safety steering 
wheel, louvers in a central raised 
portion of the hood, and absence 
of a trunk lid. Workmanship and attention to details are exceptionally good. A massive front-end treat- 
ment dominates this ‘48 Lincoln Continental; the effort might have been better spent on another car. 
The bulbous ‘55 Cadillac bumpers and heavy grille look rather empsaf place. Engine is a 331-cubic-inch, 
190-hp Cadillac V8; the car, handsome despite its alterations, belongs to Raymond Jones, Jr. 


This custom ‘53 Ford drew a great deal of attention at the Ford Rotunda show. Customizing was done by 
| Clarkaiser for owners: Frank and Clark Gilardone. Paint is 2-tone gray; car has a 125-hp ‘53 Ford engine 
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Ww € L D IT YOURSELF 
IN A JIFFY @ 
Weld, cut, braze, solder IRON, 


STEEL, BRONZE, BRASS, ALUMI- 
NUM & OTHER METALS... 


Auto, truck, shop and farm equip- 
ment break-down always cause an- 
noying and costly delays. Don’t jet 





|EASY PAY PLAN) 


them bother you. Get a Dynamic 

Arc Welder. With the Dynamic you (Low down pay- 
can also make your own wrought |ment. Pay as you 
iron household and lawn furniture |weld. Sold on 
and many knick-knacks. You can do |money-back guar- 
expert work on your very first job. |antee. Send for 
Operates from any properly wired | details. Complete 
110 volt AC line. ~ handiest tool outfit only 

in your workshop. A Dynamic Welder 

will save its low cost of only $38.50 $38.50 
f.0.b. in both time and money. Lit- f.0.b. factory 
erature on larger equipment 









75 amp. output for indus- 
trial or Workshop use. 


on request. | 
OYNAMIC INDUSTRIAL type 
transformer Arc Welder 
came att ct, AP 
ept. -E, . Federal ; p 
Chicago 16, Ili. a be 
Free Details and ‘‘How to Weld’’ 





HEATING UP? NO “PEP”? 
MY OWNER GOT ME A 





GEE! | FEEL GREAT~SO 
COOL, SO CLEAN —-MY 
OWNER USED £072-20 
CLEANER. SEE HOW 
CLEAN INSIDE, MY GUNK 
DRAINED OUT. 4 





- POWER LOSS, USING TOO MUC? GAS AND OIL 


can be symptoms of clogged cooling systems. Amazing 
ion-20 cleans while you drive. Saves expensive lay-up, 


guaranteed results. Send $3.00 TODAY for ion-20 Clean- 
er Premium for prompt orders. 
WONG LABORATORIES cincinwar: 9. omso 








SPEED 


SUMAR EQUIPMENT 


109 N. 7th, Terre Haute, Ind. 
DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
McCulloch $255 up 
SUPER CHARGERS 
ALL NYLON 
SAFETY BELTS 
CAA Approved - 11 colors $9.95 


Send 25c For Illustrated Catalog 
Write For A Free Decal 

















Re Ren ales 1 Rimes ellen ons 


RESTORE LEATHERS AND PLASTICS 


“NUAGANE” Leather Lacquer I 
*“PeVeC” Plastic Lacquer ' 


Made in Englond and used all over the world 
for over 40 years. 


' 
j Fadeless — Flexible — Waterproof — j 
i 
4 


Durable 
24 COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM l 


Write for information and free color chart 


GRAYS HARBOR MOTORS 


First & G Streets, Aberdeen, Washington ‘ 


IMPORTER U.S. 


Except Ore., Calif.. Nev. 
Ce ee 


continued from page 11 


| Spotlight on Detroit 


A 1956 FORD SUNLINER CON- 
VERTIBLE with a 225-hp, 4-barrel- 
carbureted engine, set 18 “International” 
NASCAR records for open cars. In- 
cluded in this impressive number were 
2 Unlimited National Class standing 
start records for 5 and 10 miles, 7 
Class B Stock Car flying start records 
from 5 miles to one hour and 9 Un- 
limited Class records from 5 miles to 
one hour. Slowest speed was 104.649 
and highest was 118.197, breaking 
the old records by 6 and 10 mph, re- 
spectively, for a good, if not quite amaz- 
ing, jump over the old marks. 

THE WHY OF BEING ABLE TO HIT 

SUCH SPEEDS was made apparent by 

a demonstration ride around the 5-mile 

track in a Ford at 100 mph and later in 

a Continental at slightly over this figure. 

The asphalt track is 3 lanes wide, has 

two l-mile straights, and since it is 

shaped like a saucer, can be driven 

“hands-off” at speeds up to 140 mph. 

Speeds well over this have already been 

attained on the high speed track, among 

them runs by an experimental Lincoln 

Premiere sedan. 

VEIL OF SECRECY SURROUND- 

ED THIS CAR so that we weren’t able 

even to poke under the hood. Instead, 

we had to content ourselves with the 
spec sheet, which read: supercharged, 
bored and stroked, special camshaft and 
crankshaft, modified intake and exhaust 
manifolds, different rear axle and trans- 
mission (possibly a transmission at 
the rear? ), and a “different fuel system” 

(our guess is fuel injection ). On Febru- 

ary 26th, it turned 146.599 mph and 

later unofficially timed just short of 

150 mph. In the distance it sounded 


> 


went just about as fast. 

TO HELP THE PROVING GROUNDS 
off to a flying start, three 1956 Mercury 
Montclair and Monterey hardtop coupes 
also set some new NASCAR records in 
the Closed Car Class B and Unlimited 
divisions, with speeds varying from 
115.207 to 130.700 mph. Two of the 
records were in the Unlimited Class for 
5-mile and 10-mile standing’ start, 10 
were in the Unlimited Class for 5-mile 
and 10-mile standing start and 5-mile 
to 200-mile flying start, and 8 were in 
Class B for flying start 5 to 200 miles. 

IT JUST SO HAPPENED that the Class 
B and Unlimited Class records set by 
Mercury in the Closed Car Class were 
the same, that the Class B and Unlimited 
Class records set by Ford were the 
same, that 18 records were set by Ford 
while 2 more were set by Mercury, and 
that Ford set their records in the Open 
Car Class while Mercury set theirs in 
the Closed Car Class. Just so happened, 
that is. 











more like a small plane than a car and 

















Terrific Get-Away! 


FOR 
THE 


PORSCHE 
JAGUAR x«.140 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


ABARTH 


GRAND-PRIX TYPE 


DUAL Exhaust 
Mufflers 


= Step up your engine power enormously 
with this revolutionary, free-exhaust 
muffler by Abarth, makers of the sys- 
tems used on the Grand Prix Ferrari, 
Mercedes and others of the world’s 
finest cars. Easy to install. The Abarth 
will outllast several ordinary mufflers. 


vw, A-100 $32.50 





Moper 


PorscHe, Mover P-1000 $39.50 
Jacuar, JG-100 $79.50 





For the VW 


FROM EUROPE’S LEADING MAKER 


Precision Instruments 
Complete Dashboard 


From MotoMeter, maker of the original 
VW operating accessories, we have a beau- 
tiful, complete dashboard for your VW! 
It is functionally styled, easily installed 
and includes E.ectric Om. TEMPERATURE 
GAUGE with warning light, a precision 
AMMETER as well as an E:ecrric Furi 
Gaucr with low-gas-level warning light. 
Instruments are also available separately. 


ComMPLeTE VW Dasnspoarp $44.95 
SEPARATE INSTRUMENTS AVAILABLE 


Om TEMPERATURE GAUGE $16.75 
Gasouine LeveL GAuGE $18.00 
PRECISION AMMETER $4.9. 


Write For Booklet * Dealer Inquiries Invited 
FISHER PRODUCTS, 21-23 44th Dr.,L.1.C.,N.Y. 
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HOW IT FEELS 


E DROVE Ist a '56 Chevy station wagon 

with Powerglide, power steering, and the 
vacuum-model automatic brake. The brake pedal 
hadn’t been removed, so that we could follow the 
effect of the Hemphill unit on it. We started the 
engine and, leaving the range selector in NEUTRAL, 
stepped on the gas pedal. The accelerator moved 
about 34-inch before the brakes released com- 
pletely, and the brake pedal looked strange as it 
moved by itself. The accelerator was now in the 
\4-inch-wide neutral (or coasting) zone and, as 
we pressed on, nothing happened. That is, not 
until we pushed the accelerator into the acceleration zone, where the 
engine revved up. When we released the gas pedal, the same thing 
happened, only backward. The engine slowed to idling, then noth- 
ing happened for 14-inch, then the brake pedal slyly moved toward 
the floor. Everything worked! The gas pedal, or just “the pedal,” 
séemed a bit stiff and hard to push, and we had a little difficulty 
remembering that we couldn’t coast with our foot off the acceler- 
ator. The pedal must be held in the neutral, zone for coasting or 
decelerating against engine compression. After a little practice driv- 
ing, we got the knack of its operation, and found it to be a pretty 
handy device. 

At one of our local test areas, we tried stopping at a line and 
‘found that we almost always missed it. The car stopped very 
smoothly, but too soon. The brakes were so easily applied that we 
were sure we'd overshoot the mark, so we'd apply more brakes by 
releasing the pedal a bit more, and end up short of the mark. Our 
goof! Next we tried yanking our foot off the pedal at 60 mph. We 
immediately came to a screeching halt, since the control valve had 
been purposely adjusted to lock the wheels. Satisfied that we could 
make loud noises and black marks on the street, we tuned the 
control valve to its proper adjustment so that the brakes didn’t 
quite lock the wheels. Trying the 60-mph panic stop again, we were 
amazed with the smoothness and efficiency of the brakes. With both 
braking and acceleration functions on the same pedal, reaction time 
is greatly reduced. This, coupled with optimum braking conditions, 
shortens the stopping distance considerably. Also, we couldn’t brake 
improperly, since the operation is essentially automatic. This should 
be a great aid when the roads are covered with snow, ice, or water. 
No more skids from hitting the brakes too hard. 

Incidentally, installing the Hemphill unit converts regular 
brakes to power brakes, and you'll find that a car with an automatic 
transmission will not creep at intersections. While waiting for the 


The vacuum-powered brake rod was clamped to the brake pedal, without the 
pedal being removed. However, only the accelerator was used to control the car 
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This is the vacuum-powered unit, shown on the ‘56 
Chevy, displaying the control valve (aluminum cast- 
ing), the diaphragm, and the brake actuating rod 


Sometime in the near future, 
a one-pedal automobile may be 
parked in your garage. Now 
that the clutch pedal has virtu- 
ally disappeared, it’s only log- 
ical that we throw away the 
brake pedal. We promised (Sep- 
tember ‘55 MT) a report on this 
sort of thing, and here it is: 2 
cars equipped with the Hemp- 
hill Automatic Brake, which you 
press to go, release to stop 


COLIN CREITZ 





light to change, release the pedal and the brakes are on. Nothing 
to it! ‘We did have a little trouble backing up, but this was due to 
lack of experience with the automatic brake. 

Another unusual feature is the cruise control. A button on the 
dash locks the pedal in any position. We tried pushing the button 
at a steady 50 mph and drove for a few minutes without having to 
use our feet at all. To stop, we pressed the pedal slightly to release 
the cruise control latch, and then released the pedal. In an emergency, 
you don’t have to use your foot at all; just hit the horn ring. The 
brakes go on as the latch is electrically released, and the horn honks! 
Of course, when you hit the horn ring the horn works normally 
and the brakes go on only if your foot isn’t on the pedal. We liked 
the cruise control. It should make long trips a lot easier and safer. 
After that we picked up a ‘55 Fleetwood (Continued on page 61) 

















READY FOR AN OIL CHANGE! 


SOUNDLY ENGINEERED & RESEARCHED, MAGNESIUM ALLOY 
PLUG REPLACES “DEAD” OIL DRAIN PLUG; COMBATS ACID, 


EVEN SKEPTICS SAY MAGNA POWER IS GOOD FOR YOUR CAR! 


THIS PLUG WILL CURB 
ENGINE WEA AT UNCE 


and make you enjoy increased Power, 
Performance the instant you install it! 


TRAPS FLYING METAL SPLINTERS AND INSURES RICH, 


ACID-FREE OIL FEED TO VITAL ENGINE PARTS. 





Filter and oil sample (left) from 
a car using a Magna-Power plug ally 





Heavy carbon deposits are actu- 
“‘baked’’ on 





Magnesium Element 


—Acid Neutralizing 
for Greater 
Surface Area 


—Micro-Grooved 


—Magnet 





the piston 


Take out the old; put in the new! 
Magna-Power, for cars, trucks, trac- 
tors, is installed in a jiffy when you 
change oil. 


Acid action on Ma na-Power ele- 
ment after 10,000 miles shows like 








SEE FOR YOURSELF. What looks 
inactive shiny metal is 


show less sludge and contam- 
inants—both are still clean. Fil- 
ter and oi! sample (right) from 
car without Magna-Power show 
normal heavy deposits at same 
mileage. 


crown (right). Formation of car- 
bon on piston (left) shows re- 
markable difference when resins 
are inhibited by Magna-Power. 
Build-up of carbon causes loss 
of power and increases oil. 


magna-power 


Pat. App. for 
THE ACTIVE CRANKCASE OIL 
DRAIN PLUG 


harsh effect of acids from burn- 
ing gas on vital engine metals. 
Effectiveness of Magna-Power is 
proved by discoloration of unit 
from salts due to neutralizing 
action. 


actually a solid metal chemical 
reactant. Using a common acid 
solution such as vinegar, fill a 
small tumbler and place Magna- 
Power in it. See it fizz as acid 
neutralizer action takes place. 





“When | first saw Magna-Power, my first question 
was how can a little piece of shiny metal buried 
away in the crankcase of my car do all that they 
claim. 

“| drive a 1954 Olds (Holiday model) of which | 
am as overzealous as a lioness for her cubs, so |! 
normally don’t like to take chances with gadgets 
—but Win Johns who invented Magna-Power (an 
ve 9 with heavy experience) said 
it couldn’t hurt to try it and, although a skeptic at 
heart | figured he was right. After all, it sits in 
the crankcase away from working parts—it can’t 
hurt anything. So | tried it. 

“Well, after one week, | was surprised at the 
smoothness, increased power and condition of my 
oil. | checked myself mentally to see if it was just 
a psychological after-effect but the oil dipstick test 
proved otherwise. 

“I'm convinced now that acids manufactured by 
burning gas eat away micro particles of metal 
engine parts every day. No, | don’t intend to keep 
my car for twenty years but boy, it sure feels good 
to know that my handsome hunk of machinery is 
safeguarded against the old abuse of heavy acid 
wear. 

This letter—one of a daily mounting file, is 
typical of the reaction from users of Magna-Power 
plugs. From skeptic to expert, this oil drain plug 
with the active magnesium element and Alnico 
magnet is winning favor across the continent. 

WHAT CAUSES ENGINE FATIGUE? 
THE ANALYSIS IS EVIDENT 
THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TESTING 
BUREAU gives this report in part: 

“Adding certain metals or chemicals to auto- 
mobile oil will greatly extend its useful life. 
To the motorist this means that he may be able 
to drive 7,000 miles or more without changing 
oil, instead of the usual 1,000 or 2,000 miles. 


MAGNA - POWER — THE ORIGINAL 





“Several years of laboratory work have shown 
that the metals, Lithium, Potassium, Sodium 
and Magnesium, or some of their salts or oxides 
slow down the oxidation that destroys and con- 
taminates motor oil. The National Research 
Council suggests that a piece of one of the 
metals could be placed in direct contact with 
the engine oil by attaching it to the car’s oil 
drain plug. . 

In other words, their findings corroborated 
Win Johns’ findings. Neither knew of the other’s 
research, although Mr. Johns was manufacturing 
the plugs at the time of the Canadian report. 


MAGNA-POWER SAFEGUARDS AGAINST 
THE ENEMIES OF ENGINE LIFE 


Quickly installed in the crankcase of your 
car, Magna-Power quietly goes into action 
against destructive acids and flying metal 
splinters. How does acid get into the oil? Each 
1,000 gallons of gasoline contains about 6 lbs. of 
sulphur, ample enough to make 5 gallons of 
strong sulphuric acid. As the gas burns, destruc- 
tive gases of sulphur and other acid-laden gases 
are made. 

Unburned gasoline also makes 
that mix into the oil. 
are good for your car but 
These oils are good for 
your car but are also at- 
tacked by the strong acids. 
As they are destroyed, they 
form gummy varnish that 
cause sludge and engine 
deposits. Water (you’ve 
seen it drip from the ex- 
haust) made by the engine 
activates the acids into a 


“fatty oils” 


My car is a 


HOW MAGNA-POWER WORKS 


The easiest and surest way, today, is to use 
a solid chemical neutralizer attached to your 
oil pan drain plug. The Magna-Power is a drain 
plug with a rod of a special alloy of magnesium, 
which is by nature an alkaline metal. Acids 
much prefer this magnesium to other metals in 
the engine; but in eating it these corrosive acids 
are destroyed. There is enough alloy to last at 
least 75,000 miles. 


TRY MAGNA-POWER AT OUR RISK 


Fill out the coupon at the bottom of this page 
and mail it to us today. Your order is filled the 
day it is received and the Magna-Power is sent 
to you with a Permanent Money-Back Guaran- 
tee. If you are not satisfied with the way it 
works, send it back at any time (years from 
now, if you choose) for an immediate refund. 

Magna-Power, $2.95 postpaid, is available for 
American cars, trucks and tractors, as well as 
popular foreign autos. Canadian orders filled 
from Toronto stock . . . $2.95 each, tax incl. 
Canadian checks, money orders or cash accepted. 
Indicate year, make of vehicle with all orders. 


poco c ee 


JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. MT-125 
MIDDLESEX, N.J. 


(make) (year). 


Please send me, postpaid, a MAGNA-POWER acid neu- 
tralizer. I enclose $2.95. I understand that it is sold with an 
unconditional guarantee of satisfaction or my money back! 








truly destructive force Name 
against metal. 

Street 
ACID - NEUTRALIZER City 





State. 
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A $1.95 CRANKCASE 
PLUG May Save You 
$100 in Engine Repairs 


~~ 











POSTPAID 


Install a NEUTRA-PLUG and save that hun- 
dred doliar repair bill! Ordinarily, even if you 
change oil reeularly and drive sensibly, your en- 
gine’s still going to need a costly overhaul in 
20 to 40 thousand miles. Engine-formed sul- 
phuric acid and knife-edged steel slivers will 
have worn it out! Stop this Engine Suicide with 
a NEUTRA-PLUG . . . which eliminates these 
two major causes of wear before they bappen. 
Proven by thousands of motorists and fleet own- 
ers. ORDER ONE NOW and prove it to yourself. 


MANY ADVANTAGES TO YOU! 
1. NEUTRALIZES ACIDS. Corrosive gases 
“Blow By”’ Pistons and combine with moisture 
to form deadly acids that eat away at Vital parts 
of your engine. NEUTRA-PLUG'S superior 
Active-Magnesium element completely eliminates 
this number one cause of engine wear. 
2. TRAPS METALLIC PARTICLES. You've 
fele the grit on your dip-stick. It’s made up of 
tiny metal chips and slivers that grind away at 
precision-machined engine surfaces. NEUTRA- 
PLUG'S Powerful G.E. Alnico magnet traps and 
holds these engine-wrecking metal particles. 
3. INCREASES ENGINE POWER, PICK-UP. 
4. SMOOTHER RUNNING ENGINE. 5. IM- 
PROVES EFFICIENCY & GAS MILEAGE. 6, 
MAKES OIL LAST LONGER. 7. CUTS RE- 
PAIR BILLS. 8 INSTALL IN 30 SECONDS. 
© 1956, Engine Accessories Mfg. Co. 
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u 
m element | Stops Acid Etching! 
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Active-magnesium ele- 
ment neutralizes cor- 
rosive engine acids. 
Protects precision en- 
gine parts and sur- 
faces. 
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Stops Abrasive Action! 
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through your engine. 
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DELUXE NEUTRA-PLUG DEALERS! 
JOBBERS! 


NEUTRA - PLUG 
sells fast because 
Only $2.45 Postpaid | ‘t's needed by 
Super-size magnesium  ele-| every Car Owner. 
ment attached to UNBREAK- | Write today for 
ABLE phosphor-bronze cable. | full information 
TWICE the neutralizing surface and 22 | or telephone RAy- 
TIMES greater magnetic attraction area. ' mond 3-4978! r 






\/7 
MAIL COUPON and you may save up to $100 & more! | 


ENGINE ACCESSORIES MFG. CO., Dept. 546 
5801 €. Beveriy Biva., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
Gentiemen: Please rush my Neutra-plug under your Money 
Back Guarantee. 
{} Send $2.45 De Luxe NEUTRA-PLUG 
} Send $1.95 Standard NEUTRA-PLUG 
[] Full price enclosed, ship postpaid 
[) Ship C.0.0., | will pay postage 











CAR MAKE MODEL YEAR 
Name. 

Address. Zone 
City State. 





Werld’s Largest Manufacturer of Special Aute Parts 
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Renovating Upholstery 


NLIKE most upholstery renovation prep- 

arations, Ram-Cote is a paintlike ma- 
terial that dries quickly into a flexible, water- 
proof, scuff- and fade-resistant coating. There 
are 12 basic colors, plus clear, which can be 
blended to the exact shade desired. It can be 
brushed or sprayed, but home users are ad- 
vised to brush it on. Ram-Cote will dry 
to the touch in 20 minutes, leaves no brush 
marks, and can be used (sat on) in 2 hours. 
Since it loses 80 per cent of its weight in dry- 
ing, the coats are quite thin, but a 2nd coat 
is usually required only on badly worn or 
soiled upholstery. 

Ram-Cote is made in 2 types: one (Leath- 
er) for leather, cardboard, canvas, etc., and 
another (Vinyl) for plastic. It’s important to 
use the correct type on your upholstery, as the 
incorrect “paint’’ won't dry completely. 

Application is simple. The surfaces must be 
cleaned with the special cleaner and a rag. 
Leather should be reconditioned also, by rub- 
bing-in a grease-like rejuvenator (a compound 
of oils to replace those lost by the leather as 
it ages). On porous or very badly cracked 
and scuffed upholstery, the quick-dry sealer 
should be applied and lightly sanded, for a 
smooth finish. 

Any necessary patching should be done be- 
fore applying the sealer. After the sealer is 
dry, the finish coats of Ram-Cote are put on 
by spraying or brushing. At least 20 minutes 
should elapse between coats. Mottled or 


COLIN CREITZ 


3. Finished job is waterproof, looks like new seats 
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4 Patch holes before painting; cut out square 


5. Matching patch and support are cemented in 


’ 
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fh. Feather out 1st layer of Ram-Cote to seal patch | 


speckled effects can be produced by spraying |! 


01 spattering a different color on the dry 


finish coat. For a particularly wear-resistant | 
finish, additional layers of clear Ram-Cote can 


be applied. Regular upholstery, convertible 


tops, or nearly any fabric can be similarly pre- | 
served with application of the appropriate | 


type of Ram-Cote. 


Various kits, including all the materials | 
for a complete job, are available. You are | 


expected to supply the rags and equipment 
for applying it, plus the elbow grease. Write 
to the manufacturer for additional data. The 
addresses are: Ram-Cote Products, 1141 W. 


69th St., Chicago 21, or 223 S. La Brea Blvd., | 


Inglewood, Calif. 
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shampoo 


QT. SIZE CONCENTRATE 
MAKES 2 GALLONS 


rt aa 


SPRAY OR BRUSH ON... 


= Takes cling out of oil and grease .. . 
emulsifies it . . . so that all dirt may be hosed off as easily 
as you rinse hands under water faucet. Launders engines 
faster, more completely, and safer than steam cleaning 
(warm the engine). Self scouring action brings out factory 
new appearance . . . provides accurate visual inspection 
. » - Gunked engines run cooler. Genuine Gunk is:sold in 
BULK sizes at better automotive wholesalers everywhere. 
Retail sizes may be obtained at WESTERN AUTO STORES 
and ASSOCIATE STORES. TRY IT TODAY! 


CURRAN Copp 
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GUNK CHICAGO CO. @ CHICAGO 38, ILL. 
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THE BARNES CORPORATION *» WADSWORTH, OHIO 
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Just Say “Charge It” 


WITHA... 


Duncan Hines 
Signet Club Credit Card 


Whether you motor for business or 
pleasure, your Duncan Hines Signet 
Club travel credit card will be honored 
by 2,500 eating and lodging places in 
all 48 states, Canada, Mexico and the 
Caribbean. All of these establishments 
are Recommended by Duncan Hines. 
For complete information without ob- 
ligation on membership in the Duncan 
Hines Signet Club, use coupon below. 
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& Duncan Hines Signet Club ' 
H 408 East State St., Ithaca, N.Y. ‘ 
1 Gentlemen: Please send me complete in- . 
n formation on membership in the Duncan 1 
1‘ Hines Signet Club without obligation to ' 
4 me. ' 
re ee . 
: Address feaiesincnsieli - . 
' SN Zone... State... . 
A — 








Don't Wet Car 
To Wash It... 


Hear neighbors ask how you keep 
your car so shiny clean! Wipe off 
DRY on nice days with $2 KozaK Auto 
DRY Wash Cloth. Takes only minutes. 
Hose-wash only 2-3 times year if at all. 
KozaK safely wipes even dirtiest cars 
to proud beauty, higher trade-ins. Used 
for 30 years by over 10 million careful 
buyers like Cadillac owners. Guaran- 
teed safe, easy, or money back. Let $2 
return you fifty in car-wash savings! 
Sold direct to you. Mail coupon . 
now. 

i" The Original 
KozaK 


Auto DRY Wash 





351 S. Lyon St. 
Batavia, N. Y. 


Please send me postpaid at once: 


REG. $2 KozaKs SUPER $3 KozaKs 
(millions use them) (lasts four times longer) 
C) 1 for $2 [) 1 for $3 


C) SPECIAL DE LUXE OFFER 
2 Reg. ($4) plus 1 Super ($3)— 
$7 value—$5.00 








Offer limited to 
5. A. 


CO Cash Continental U. S. D Check 


“made by people you can depend on 
to do the right thing” 





56 MOTOR TREND/MAY 1956 



















Pinin Farina did himself proud when he designed and built the ‘Florida’ on a Lancia Aurelia chassis. Head- 
lights have been placed in the grille opening, with smaller but higher-powered driving lights in the fenders 


FARINA’S "FLORIDA" 





Complete absence of a centerpost between the doors makes us wonder how well windows are 
sealed to keep out rain. And why doesn’t the curved glass break when the doors are slammed? 
You might look for some of these features on production cars, perhaps as soon as ‘57 





Sleek, chromeless lines produce a feeling of elegance without detracting from utility. The wraparound wind- 
shield is only jarring feature; hooded rear window will be seen on another American production car next year 


















testing yourself with 
this little fellow will tell 
whether you have 


DAY’S CARS are the safest yet put on the road. Construc- 

tion and design are aimed at safe performance and maximum 

visibility. But what about the man behind the wheel? Is he 

keeping pace with improvements in the car he drives? Can he 
see fast enough? 

Quick getaway, crowded highways, high-speed travel, lane- 
switching on freeways—all demand more of vision than ever 
before. Yet, authorities estimate that at least 20 per cent of 
America’s 75 million drivers have substandard vision. 

The person who can’t see can’t drive. And if he can’t see fast 
enough he may have an accident. California’s records for 1954 
showed a significant number of drivers with defective eyesight 
involved in fatal accidents. 

Chances are your driving vision hasn’t been checked since 
you got your Ist license. Only 8 states require a vision test for 
a license renewal. Even these tests are not complete, nor given 
very frequently. 

So, it is up to you to be sure your eyes are safe for the road. 
Here are some things you should know about your eyesight. 
Visual acuity is one important skill your eyes should have. 
Vision should be clear, but it does not mean you must have 
20/20 eyesight. Many states require 20/40 vision for driving, 
but that is cutting it dangerously close. 

“I can see fine. Besides, I never read small letters when I 
drive,” objected an Iowan. With his 20/40 visual acuity, he 
could not read a traffic sign with the usual 5-inch letters until 
he came within 113 feet of it. Yet, traveling at 40 miles per 
hour, he would be 80 feet Geyond the sign before his car could 
be stopped. At 60 miles-per hour, his car would roll 150 feet 
past the sign even if he slapped on the brakes the instant he 
could read it! 

If you can read letters *4-inch high when they are 20 feet 
away, you have 20/20 eyesight. Try it at home; test both eyes 
and each one alone. The sharper your vision, the better. If there 
is any blur, you should find out why. 

With vision less than normal, you should compensate accord- 
ingly. Slow down. Don’t drive at night or take any chances. 
Trusting eyesight good enough to get by elsewhere can be fatal 
on a busy highway. 

But don’t be too confident, even if you have 20/20 vision. 
Here is the greatest fallacy about seeing: that sharp eyesight 
means safe performance. Eyes must have other abilities; without 
them 20/20 eyesight would be useless. 

Fields of vision must be wide and accurate because many 
highway hazards must be seen from the side—a car at the cross 
street, a pedestrian at the curb. The eyes, like radar screens, 
should sweep the fields of vision to search for danger. When the 
normal seeing area is reduced, “tunnel vision” results. This 
amounts to blindness except for a small region straight ahead. 

Your fields of vision can shrink without your knowing it, and 
if they are less than 70 degrees on each side, safety is threat- 
ened. Tobacco, drugs, fatigue, or disease can cut down the sensi- 











DRIVING 








Look at wall straight ahead. Can you see a pencil held upright and 
extended at arm’s length to your right, in line with your shoulders? 
Repeat with left hand. Seeing 90 degrees is good, 70 just passable 





Stand 2 equal-sized pencils an inch apart on table with book in front. 
Don’t look; have someone move 1 pencil ‘2-inch in front of other. From 
20 feet away, eyes at table level, can you judge which pencil is closer? 





Hold finger at arm’s length in front of your face. Look af picture on 
far wall. Do you see 2 fingers? You should. Now look quickly at finger. 
The 2 fingers should slide into one, picture on wall should be double 


tivity of side vision. Effects are occasionally permanent. 
Night vision depends upon a built-in chemical shift in the 
retina of the eye to adjust rapidly to widely different conditions 
of light and dark. Some fatal accidents at night are due to “night 
blindness” when this automatic adjustment is too slow. 

If your eyes recover slowly from the glare of passing head- 
lights, you are in danger of an accident; a youngster in a Cross- 
walk can be completely invisible. Your (Continued on page 69) 
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POWER & SPEED 
EQUIPMENT 


Want a Deal? Write Your Need! 


SALES | 
BUY 


We sell USED and RE- 
BUILT POWER  EQUIP- 
MENT—New Performance 
—Big Savings. 


We buy and pay cash for 
your used parts. 

Bring in OR write de 
scription — send photo, 
etc.—we'll buy by mail 


We trade items—use your 
unwanted parts as trade- 
in on our parts. Write 
your needs. We accept 
guns, jewelry, other speed 
parts and tangible value 
items in trade 


TRADE | 


OUR WRECKING YARD HAS LATE 
MODEL OHV MOTORS—RADIOS, ETC. 








“We ship anywhere in the world” 


SH FLL SPEED AND 


MUFFLER SHOP 
11726 Wilshire Bivd., MT-5, LA 25, Calif. 
PH. GR 7-8283 PH. GR 9-8820 


IF... 


MUST 









YOU 
LEARN 






lg 


Then Hear This: 


At NORTHROP INSTITUTE over 50% of 
all AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING stu- 
dents work part-time and usually 
within the Aviation Industry 


Northrop’s two-year engineering 
training program starts you earning 
TWO YEARS SOONER. There is a waiting 


list for our graduates. 
COURSES APPROVED FOR VETERANS 


MAIL COUPON BELOW FOR 
COMPLETE INFORMATION. 


NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL peesserees 

Ald W. Arbor Vitae Street, ingiewooo 1, California 
Please send me yao by Northrop catalog, employment data, 
and schedule re cee, starting dates. fa am — in: 
Aeronautical Engineering T 
jenance Expmneering | sennotogy 


ine Overhaul Maintenance 


4 Veterans: Check here [) for Specie! Veteran Training Information. 
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SIGN OF SALVATION for the down- 
town trafic problem of many large 
cities was witnessed Feb. 18 in Arrowhead 
Park, Houston, Tex. A potentially new era in 
transportation was brought to light with the 
unveiling of Monorail, the Ist skyway pilot 
test line in the Western Hemisphere. 
Monorail is not new. A successful passen- 
ger line has been in operation in Wuppertal, 
Germany, since 1903 and the principle of 
monorail transportation has been used in in- 
dustry for years. This latest system cperates on 
a single beam like modern conveyor systems 
used in industry today. It has no roadbed; in- 
stead, its single track is suspexded by a system 
of slender, inverted-J-shaped towers with prac- 
tically no overhead construction so that pas- 


senger cars have a ground clearance of at least 


aggre teen 


14 feet (towers can be of almost any greater 
height). The 55-passenger cirs are designed 
to run singly or in units of 2, 3, or 4 to make 
up a full-length train requiring only one oper- 
ator. Running on pneumatic tires and em- 
ploying a gyroscopic balance, the monorail 
gives a noiseless, smooth ride. 

According to Murel Goodell, president of 
Monorail, Inc., the approx.mate cost of one 
mile of Monorail is expected to be about 
$500,000. Modern freeways can cost from $4 
to $6 million per mile and the New York 

























Transit Authority reports that future subways 
will be built at the fantastic sum of approx- 
imately $22 to $26 million per mile. Yet, 
cost alone does not tell the whole story. 

Monorail is tomorrow's newest, fastest and 
cheapest way to travel in downtown areas. 
It will have a direct effect on the business and 
industry of any metropolitan area. Downtown 
business areas have become so choked with 
the unbearable traffic load of 60 million ve- 
hicles that there is an ever-increasing move to 
the suburbs on the part of both business and 
the individual. Monorail can play a large part 
in keeping our large cities from becoming 
ghost towns. 

Monorail may prove more friend than foe 
to lovers of U.S. cars by making possible in- 
definite prolonging of the current longer, 
more powerful, more luxurious trend. 

—Valerie Stevens & Bob Verlin 





tour-aid 
or 
travelers 





If you get caught in an avalanche of stuff every time you open the glove compartment, try making this back-of- 
the-seat storage gadget. Canvas, drill or denim can be used; proportion the pockets to fit the items to be stored. 
A ¥%-inch-diameter dowel should be sewn into the top, to prevent sagging. Fasten the carryall to the seat with 
snap fasteners, so it can be easily removed between trips (for the sake of appearance), and stored in the trunk 


BERT BURRIS 
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continued from page 34 


Chrysler Road Test 


complete mastery in temperature control. 

New heater consists of atomizing burner 
and heat exchanger, motor-driven fuel 
pump and blower, and an ignition system. 
A sparkplug fires continuously when sys- 
tem is on to burn an air-fuel mixture, but 
when pre-set temperature is reached, sys- 
tem shuts itself off until temperature drops. 
At 0°F outside, interior of car will reach 
comfortable range in 5 minutes. Nick- 
named “the furnace” by our drivers and 
passengers, unit produces some noise 
(from blower ) as it goes off and on while 
you're driving, but we eventually became 
accustomed to it. 


CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE 


How well it’s put together: Chrysler 
earns our respect on this score; as we 
sat amid quality interior surroundings done 
in subdued grays and greens checking New 
Yorker’s workmanship, we felt that here 
indeed was a car put together with buyer’s 
price outlay in mind. The right-side kick 
pad was sole evidence of hasty assembly as 
it drooped inward. 

Exterior was equally well done; black 
enamel had rich-looking quality not found 
in brighter, more garish combinations. Fit 
and quality of body trim, from die-cast 
grille (Wéindsor’s is stainless steel) and 
front bumper outriggers (excellent fender 
protection as well as a stylish innovation ) 
to decorative “bear’s claws” on rear fenders, 
rated tops. Trunk, huge even with air- 
conditioning equipment installed, was 
nicely finished with a suitcase-saving car- 
pet, even has lid designed to divert water 
when opened. As in the past, we had 
trouble with the trunk latch—it had to be 
slammed too hard to close, was awkward 
to unlock. 

Front left tubeless tire gave us a hard 
time; first it lost enough air to make car 
handle badly, then lost all of its air when 
car was parked. No puncture was found 
when tire was removed, and it held air 
after being refilled, gave no further 
trouble; a case of poor tire-bead-to-wheel- 
rim sealing or careless tire mounting. 
Servicing: With all power accessories, air 
conditioning and the gasoline heater, en- 
gine room of test car looked like a plumb- 
er’s nightmare. After one quick look, 
most mechanics would probably prefer to 
slam the hood back down. We had no 
trouble getting at the fuel pump, distrib- 
utor or carburetor when we installed our 
test equipment, but in connection with 
most repairs there will simply have to be 
some time-consuming surgery at the out- 
set, adding to flat-rate repair costs. The 
well-built, mechanically proven Chrysler 
figures to stay together very well and your 
trips to the garage for servicing, other than 
regular maintenance, should be few and 
far between, as on previous Chryslers. 





OPTIONS 
Other models: Chrysler offers every body 
model, except 2-door sedans, in both New 
Yorker and Windsor lines. Windsor, on 
same 126-inch wheelbase as New Yorker, 
offers a 331-cubic-inch, 225-horsepower 
engine in standard form. A Windsor-only 
powerpack includes 4-barrel carburetor 
and special manifold, special camshaft and 
dual exhausts, boosts horsepower to 250 
and torque from 310 to 350. Conventional 
3-speed transmission is standard on Wind- 
sor, not available on New Yorker, with 
PowerFlite optional. No overdrive is avail- 
able on the Windsors or New Yorkers. 








Chrysler’s 300-B, a 2-door hardtop, has 
340-hp engine, stiffer suspension, hon- 
ored reputation on the U.S. racing circuits. 
Its options include PowerFlite or 3-speed 
transmission, 14 different axle ratios; it’s 
equipped with solid valve lifters, and spe- 
cial “Hi-Speed” tires. 

Equipment and accessories: New Yorker 
test car had virtually every equipment op- 
tion in the Chrysler book with the excep- 
tion of seatbelts. However, accessory costs 
as such are minimized, for many items 
that are extra cost equipment on other 
corporation cars are standard on the New 
Yorker; good practice on a luxury car. 














Right {rom the start! 
LUCAS orginal equipment 
for all British cars... 


Lucas superior quality ignition 
and lighting equipment is 
standard for the majority of 


British made cars. 


Replace Lucas with Lucas 
and be sure of peak starting, 
ignition and lighting per- 
formance at all times. 


Your local British car dealer 
and hundreds of service 
garages throughout the 
United States have Lucas 
replacement parts in 
stock. 24 hour service is 
available all over the 
world through Lucas 
overseas companies. 


Ask your dealer to 
show you the Lucas 
line of deluxe acces- 
sories especially de- 
signed for British 


cars, 


Right from 
the start 
Right for 


replacement! 


5025. W 


653 TENTH AV 


JEFFERSON BLVD., LOS ANGELES 16 
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sorry... 


that we have not had the production to 
supply all the demand for Ljfe-Time 50,000 
Mile Spark Plugs. New equipment and 
greatly accelerated production enable 

us now to make immediate delivery. 

If you have ordered and your check has 
been returned, please place your 

order again. Life-Time Spark Plug Sets 

may be ordered from this advertisement. 
We will postpay at regular retail price. 
Specify make, model and year of car. 

Set of 6, $7.14; set of 8, $9.52. 



















DISTRIBUTORSHIPS 
Some additional distributorships are 

now available. If you have already 

written us regarding your area, please 
contact us again. If you have not 

written before, please send us an outline 
of your previous business experience 

and qualifications. 

CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORP. 
Washington Bivd. at Motor Ave. 

Culver City 135, California 
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~ DUNCAN HINES 


If your next trip is going 
to be thru New Mexico, this 
guide will lead you to the 
best in food and lodging 


BEAUTIFUL TAPESTRY blending extinct 

volcanoes, proud pines, canyons, mes- 
quite, pinon, rippling trout streams, and the 
white blossoms of the yucca—that’s New 
Mexico. The contrast ranges from white sand 
dunes to glowing tablelands, and then to the 
majestic Rockies to the northwest. 

Let's begin the itinerary at 

TAOS. This most famous of the pueblos is lo- 
cated and examples of communal living, cen- 
turies old, offer endless fascination. See the 
Ranchos de Taos Mission nearby. Place to 
Eat: On East Kit Carson Road in Taos is one 
of the outstanding eating places of the South- 
west, La Dona Luz (Frenchy’s). It is open 
from March to November every day except 
Sunday, from 11:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M., and 
from 5:30 to 8:30 P.M. Lunch is $2 up, 
and dinner $3.50 up. Reservations are re- 
quested during the summer. 
Places to Stay: Three miles south of Taos on 
Route 64 is the Sagebrush Inn. Unique and 
attractive, it has a spacious lounge with an 
exhibition of Southwestern art in oils, water 
colors, and lithographs. It also has a dining 
room. Single with bath $6, double with bath 
$8-10. Reservations requested. 

The Taos Motor Lodge, '2-mile south of 
town on Route 64, has singles with bath from 
$4-6. Double with bath $5-8. 

Sixty-three miles south, hub for the At- 
cheson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, and 
namesake of the famous Santa Fe Trail, is 
SANTA FE. It is on Routes 84 and 85, amid 
the land of the pueblos. There is skiing at 
Hyde Park about 6 miles away. 

Place to Eat and Stay: Five miles southeast 
from the Plaza, located in the foothills of the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains, is the El Gancho 
Inn. This inn offers comfortable lodging and 
good food to the weary traveler, featuring hot 
biscuits and honey, rainbow trout, Mexican 
shrimp and steaks. It is open from Jan. 1 to 
Nov. 1, every day except Sunday, from 8 A.M. 
to 9 P.M. Breakfast 60¢ up, lunch 95¢ up, and 
dinner $1.75 up. 

Place to Eat: A charming place at 406 Col- 
lege St., in the old sectign of Santa Fe, is The 
Pink Adobe. There is a choice of 3 dining 
rooms or a patio in the summer, and it has 
both Old and New World atmosphere with 
chamber music. French, Creole and Mexican 
cuisine are offered in the different dining 
rooms. It is open daily from noon to 2 P.M., 
and from 6 to 9 P.M. Lunch or dinner up to 
$3.50, as well as a la carte. 

Places to Stay: A little more than 2 miles 
southwest of the city center on U.S. 85, at 
1862 Cerrillos Road, is the El Rey. There are 
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21 modern cottages in Spanish Pueblo style, 
with solid adobe walls. It has a heated swim- 
ming pool. Single with bath $6, double with 
bath $6-10. Reservations are advisable. 

La Fonda, at 100 E. San Francisco St., is 
one of the most beautiful hotels in the coun- 
try. Double with bath $7-12, with twin beds 
$10-14. Reservations are advisable. 

Our next stop is 62 miles southwest in 
ALBUQUERQUE. This is New Mexico's larg- 
est city. It is a popular health resort and 
general vacation area, as well as an important 
railroad and distribution center for the state. 
The University of New Mexico is located here, 
as are headquarters of the U.S. Indian Service. 
Within comfortable driving distance are the 
Indian pueblos of Isleta, Laguna, and Acoma. 
Places to Eat: In old Albuquerque at the Old 
Town Plaza is La Placita Dining Room. 
Built in 1706, this adobe hacienda adds at- 
mosphere to dining. The specialties are mari- 
nated steaks and Mexican dishes. It is open 
from 11:30 A.M. to 9 P.M., and closed Mon- 
days; lunch or dinner is $1.50 to $2.25. 

On the northeast corner of the Old Town 
Plaza is the Hacienda Dining Room. It is 
a colorful dining room nationally famous for 
delicious Mexican and American foods. The 
Spanish colonial atmosphere has been retained 
for the enjoyment of its guests. Products of 
Indian and Mexican craftsmanship may be 
obtained during serving hours, which are from 
noon to 2 P.M. and 5 to 9 P.M. daily. Lunch 
and dinner $1 to $3.25. 

On U.S. 66, at 209 San Pablo S.E. in Al- 
buquerque is the Wayside Inn Restaurant. 
This is a family operation, offering good food 
in an informal and pleasant atmosphere. Their 
specialties are chicken turnover and lemon 
chiffon pie. It is open from 5 to 9 P.M., Mon- 
days thru Saturdays, and from noon to 3 P.M. 
and $ to 9 P.M. Sundays. However, it’s closed 
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One-Foot Pedaling 


Cadillac with everything but power ashtrays. 
This car had no brake pedal, and was 
equipped with the hydraulic Hemphill. The 
big difference is that the hydraulic unit works 
the emergency brake also. The handbrake 
lever was changed so that the emergency 
brake is on when the lever is in, to insure that 
the driver wouldn’t bump his knees on the 
lever getting in and out of the car (this 
emergency brake is seldom released by hand). 
We started the engine, and there was a slight 





quiver as the emergency brake automatically 
released and the regular brakes took hold. We 
drove thru the Hollywood hills and discovered 
the Hemphill brake to be a real joy on nar- 
row, winding, and quite steep roads. No more 
constant shifting from one pedal to another, 
just a simple manipulation of the single 
pedal. The same feature that ends “intersec- 
tion creeps” also allows for stopping and 
starting on hills without fear of rolling back. 
If the engine dies, the emergency takes over. 


HOW IT WORKS 


A vacuum diaphragm or hydraulic cylinder 
is connected to the master brake cylinder or 





the power brake control. A metering valve, 
connected to the accelerator thru the car- 
buretor linkage, determines the pressure ap- 
plied to the braking system. This adjustable 
control valve is the center of the system, and 
includes the cruise control. The cruise control 
consists of a gear with extremely fine teeth, 
and a solenoid-operated cog which engages 
the gear when the button on the dash is 
pressed. Spring loaded, the cog drops out 
when the pedal is pressed, or the horn cir- 
cuit causes the solenoid to pull it out. 

Not available yet to the public, the Hemp- 
hill is the subject of many a current Detroit 
bull session. —Paul Sorber 





Tuesdays and on Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Places to Stay: There are so many fine motor 
courts at which to stay in Albuquerque that 
space will allow listiag only a few of them. 
You will have a wide variety of choice in 
location, accommodations, and price. Here is 
only a partial listing: Bow and Arrow, 8300 
Central Ave., S.E.; Circle K, 4223 E. Central 
Ave.; De Anza Lodge, 4301 Central Ave, 
N.E.; El Jardin Lodge, 8100 block on E. 
Central; Tower, 2210 Central Ave., S.W.; 
Tropicana Lodge, 8814 Central Ave.; Zia 
Locsye, 4611 Central Ave., N.E.; Zuni, 7218 
E. Central, S.E. 

Continuing southeast down the Rio Grande 
Valley, we come to a point that borders on 
New Mexico, Mexico, and Texas. EL PASO 
stands beside “The Pass” leading into Mexico 
at Juarez, Mexico, across the Rio Grande. 
Place to Eat: There is a good steak house 
aptly called Gillespie’s Steak House at 2810 
Montana St. It serves charcoal broiled steaks, 
chicken and shrimp, and is open from 5 to 
10:30 P.M. weekdays, and from noon to 10:30 
P.M. Saturdays and Sundays. Dinner from 
$1.75 to $3.75. 

Place to Stay: At the foot of the Franklin 
Mountains, 14-mile northwest of town on 
Routes 80 W and 85, is La Posta Lodge, 
4111 N. Mesa Ave. It is Spanish in architec- 
ture and decorations and has TV in rooms. 
; Single with bath $5-6, double $5-7.50. 
Continuing on to the climax of our road 
. trip, we travel 166 miles northeast from El 
. Paso back into New Mexico to CARLSBAD 
- CAVERNS. A wondrous phenomenon, its vast 
i subterranean rooms are filled with massive 
. limestone shapes and intriguing formations. 
Its 7 miles of lighted trails are supervised by 
National Park Service rangers. 

Place to Eat: Three and a half miles south 
of Carlsbad is the attractive Hospitality Inn 
on Cavern Highway. Here you may select your 
own steak (and they are choice) and have it 
broiled to suit you. Golden fried chicken and 
homemade apple pie also tempt the hungry 
palate. It is open from 4 to 10 P.M. daily ex- 
cept Sundays. Dinner $1.50 to $3.50. 
Place to Stay: At 1819 S. Canal, on Routes 
62, 180, and 285, is the Park Motel. It has 
radio and phones in the rooms, with tele- 
vision available. Single with bath $5, double 
with bath $6. 

(Next month: To Louisville, Kentucky, for the 
Kentucky Derby, to Indiana for the Indian- 
apolis Memorial Day races, and to Tennessee 
for the Cotton Carnival in Memphis.) 
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AUTOMATIC 


POWER 
LUBRICATION 


YOUR CAR 


FOR 





WITH THE NEW 











If you own a late model Ford or Chevrolet, this is for you. With a mere 
press of a button on your dash, all chassis points are high pressure 
lubricated in seconds . . . guarantees that smooth “Just Lubricated” 
ride every day ... provides wonderful, time-saving convenience... 
adds years of economical car operation. The Multi-Luber has 
been exhaustively tested and is available on current models of 
one of the largest car manufacturers. 

Buy it installed from your car dealer, garage, or service 
station—or install it yourself. Kit includes complete in- 
structions for quick and easy installation. 









IN KITS 
AS LOW AS 


546? 


PLUS 
INSTALLATION 


A Se ee a ear tegen Ses ent ong Se  e  e e e 


i; 


LINCOLN ENGINEERING 
COMPANY, srt. touts 20, mo. 


Please send me your illustrated leaflet describing MULTI-LUBER, 
and the name and address of my nearest Multi-Luber Dealer. 
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World's 
READ ALL 


4 PAGES 


Turn the Pages 
For Other Brand New Items. 


Don't Miss Them! Order Now! 






CHECKERED FLAG EMBLEM 









@ Prevents piston slap 
@ Restores compression for worn 
cylinders ond mantoins 
compression for new cyl 
@ Most Ny sd = ond oil 





seal @ 
. Peer meto!- vod metal contoct 
ther: eliminating 


weor, 
prolonging life of motor 
Simply Press Tube Contents Into Spork » ote 





les—Thot’s All’ One tube h 
cylinder cor “$2.4 45 
Me. 80—Pestpeid Eoch 


, Steck 





These copper gaskets or 
it is the 
050”, 








dering 


et 
furnished ot ay ave raroe’) 
Ne. 21—POSTPAID. 






HIGH COMPRESSION HEAD GASKETS 


EXTRA THIN .020” SOLID COPPER 





only wa" Ey 
heods 


same os mill "—* to 
o “hope up” f motor y give 
ing accelerction power ond muleage. 

model when 


two gaskets ore 








De Cow Tripte Chrome Ploted' No Holes 


hoice. 
37—-POSTPAID—fech 





Pacemaker “500” Flags 


Self adhering! 

holes to drill, Re- 
N move backing ond 
apply Fits ony- 

4 where on doors, 

\ . trunk, hood, etc 
¥ Sy 4%" wide, 2 
hig! ie cast 


jh 
Triple chrome plated with alternate block ond 


= at squores $1 49 


440—POSTPAID 





ping ALTIMETER 
Tells how high the hile 
—Hew deep the volley. 


Shows oltitude ot which 


ang. stil 
fe $10.75 

Post) 
te WS 
PAID Sts 13.75 





Me. 493— 500- 5 
Me. 494—!009 18,000 
Me. 495—1000- | 5.000 fi 





CUSTOM GRILLE BAR 
FORD MERCURY CHEVROLET PLYMOUTH 
Chrome plated 








46-51 FORD 
51-52 CHEV. 
46-48 MERC. 
Specity cor 
and yeor 
with these new highly 


laces original and gives 
your cor thet “new” look Easy to imstoll 


Customize your 


cor 


POSTPAID $15.18 
POSTPAID 1 





NEW 
OIL DRAIN PL 
DESTROYS 


ENGINE 
ACIDS 


STOPS 
ENGINE 
SUICIDE 


Automotive engineers have a thot the 
corrosive sulphuric ocd by fuel 
combustion 


val sewer loss ond increased 


FOR A CLEANER, MORE EFFICIENT ENGINE 


ow . 
destroys olf engine ecids! 
The Reactor Plug also. feotures o powerful 


UG 


(or until your 
oil change). If 
notice fi 
engine power 


if you oren’t 
satisfied 





@ Reactor 
ot your next oil change. 
Try it ot least 30 days 
difference in 
oround performance . . 


return your 






following 
you don’t 


and all- 


completely 








light groy, yellow, maroon, rose! 
and block. 


Specify color when ordering. 


posTPAID $2.95 


argest Stock of Accessories & Parts | 


1956 DRESS-UP TRIM & 
TUTONE KITS jon 49.54 
i —\ FORDS 





New Your Ford Cen Look Like A 1956. 
Custom Fit fer All Model Fords 49-36. 
Fits your it hos mouldi now 
or not. Kit includes all necessory mouldings, 
clips, full instructions. Nothing to cut. Stain- 
Specify Yeer end Taedei. 


less Steel 
per kit $26.75 


Ford whether 





ounce can. 
automotive colors 








Color Choice 

we Gloss White 
Color Choice Cotor Choice Gloss Black 
Sky Blue Hot Rod Primer ‘lear Plastie 
Orange (Grey) lack Lacquer 
Red Chrome Aluminum Mist Green 
Plat fon Golden Lustre (Light Green) 
Light Gre Coppertone Medium Blue 
ay the Mareen Battleship Grey Pink 
Ridge Gi Carden Green Chartreuse 


Canary Yellow Orchid 
Ne. $$0-—Stote color desired. 


Eech, POSTPAID re $1.95 | < 


Ne. $94—Tudor 
Ne. $95—Fordor . per kit 29.95 








“Solatone” Anti-Carbon 
NIT 









carbon deposits thet weer 
your Solatone is neither o filter 
nor a solvent it isso ven ig? which consists 

gos- 


of a hermetically sealed ¢ 
oline contacts this cell, on ‘enter is reduced 
tel 


jor harm. 
Results in greoter valve, piston, = life plus 


smoother ibustion. Soves gos ti No mov. 
ing ports to get out of order buat drop Sol. 
og in your tank. Lasts for the life of 


Ne 521—POSTPAID toch $4 95 








Complete Cylinder 
& Ring Job, While 
you drive! Just 
Ori hese 









‘op pellets : 
into ra: plug t 
holes GO! Stop 








Oi Burning. In. 
creases Gos M 


ak 
Run Quietly 
Eliminates Exhoust Smok- 
ing. Repower yo: 





cylinder walls, 
rings, ing them to original size, 

shape and effectiveness. This is not os oil 

pee @ chemicol mixture or a temporory 


$4.95| 





~ 125—PostPaip 


ULL NOSE ORNAMENT, 


Replaces foctory 9 ornament. Blends per 

fectly into mou! 

Ne. 47—Ford a7. eo Chev. 47-54 
49- Piym, 47-54 


Sint sestie” "i, $2.95 
pol Page 1956, ol me ¢ $3. ge 





















permonent Magnetic Attractor which traps 
maging metal particles —filings, | shavings, Reactor Plug for a full 
an normally resulting from engine opero- refund 
SAVES GAS, OIL AND REPAIRS © With ocids 
abrasives removed from the Fer oll Ne. 308 
pn oaaee runs smoother and more efficient 
ly for thousands of extra, trouble-free mi models of cars. $ 49 
Sludge, vornish and cor posits caused by State yeor, make, 
acids do not form oround piston rings, volves model h 
spork plugs ond other ports Yeu enjoy greeter wi Eac 
gasoline economy and increased horsepower, ing. Postpaid 
plus sevings on engine repeirs end overheuls. 
Continental Face Plate & ca eee | MELLOW TONE 
Stainless Steel Tire Ring Leisemminnnivd 4) Fiber Glass 
eM 
ww 7, Packed 
Grve your Continentat MUFFLERS 


‘New bife with 


Gleaming Sta:ntess 


Increases horsepower in 
straight-thru 
no high pitch 


non-oftensive tones Spec 


cor 
Stock No. 37—POSTPAID 





a moke and mode 


"$4.95 





Stee! Rings. Stote twe 
size wanted. 





$ 6.25 
15.25 


Ne. 305-—Solid Foce Plate 
Me. 306—Stoinless Rings ‘ 
CHROME PLATED FACE PLATES 


—_ boy Pg solid of open $19.95 








49-51 Ford 
298 — 46-48 Merc vos 10 
S$1-S2. POSTPAID 
THE NEW 










OOK 


L 
Chrome Plated 
Headlight Rim 





easy mmitaliation 
Ne. 669—~1¢ th — 


Mudson 1954 
wk ewer 46-52 
pes 49-51 








Oldsmomie 1949.54 Chev k 1949 
Packard 1951-$4 Bord ’ 1949 
Plymouth 1949.54 CM 1949-55 
= tac is ss 3 and many other 
ol 
‘ above cars. Per Paw $6.95 
AUTO j 

SAFETY BELT 


An ettroctwe, quolity 
nylon sofety belt thor 
meets olf stondord 
requirements. Fits oll 
mokes of cors. With 
stonds tremendous 
stress and shoc 





on odult with equal ond of- 
complete with elt hord- 





green. ¥. Dieck. Specify color de- 
red 
Me. 300—fech POSTPAID . e 





1956 LOOK ELDORADO TYPE 
REAR FENDER FINS 





plete with gasket and hordwore. Easy instal- 

lotion its. 

54-56 Buick All 1952 Olds (98) 

53-56 Chev. All 53-56 Olds. All 

53-54 Crrysier All 53-54 Plymouth (Exc 

49-56 Ford except 55 Cranbrook) 
Fairlone 1955 Plymouth All 

$2-54 Mercury All 49-52 Pontiac All 


$9.95 


. O11 
Pow, POSTPAID 
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BUMPEREX 
Newest, Lotest, 
Finest Bumper 
EXHAUST 
EXTENSION 


just the ex- 





Use either side of - or in pairs. a 
tit tor oi cors except Si 
2. i} 





eee ta — * $4.95 


JCWHITNEYéCO. 1917-025 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill 


o 
5 wnches wide. 
be placed onywhere on car 
Ee Pr € hoose y 





A Novelty 
Sensetion 


Exclusive 
iginol 


lished, rust 

9 inches 

16 inch thick Can 
—Swing Em, Mount 


our favorite here 























_ ROD @ 
\ BENDERS 
X es LOS anceees 
Noe. A SINNERS No. B Rod Benders 
DRIp 
any [ss Ne, 
er “| | és a, % 





vA toa 
No. € RICKSHAWS 





Sa 
LAS VECAS 














No E GAMBLERS 





pK 
o* Sy, 
iP Bx 





Road Knights 





Ne. I Customs 


sponte Plogue won 
053 -POSTPAID, Eoch 





. 2 SMOOTHIES 


$2.98 








@ INCREASE HORSEPOWER 
@ Relieves Back Pressure 
© INCREASES SPEED 


Bucl exhoust systems guorantee more horse 
soves 0 


power, Iv your s, your engine 
breathe properly Eliminates costly back 
pressure. Gives your car real-up-to-dote 
“zip” Gus o. regular, Hollywood Stee! 
pocked Deep Tone Fiber s Mufflers 
Alt ine Pl fit x. to instoll with complete 
iatraction: %. Be sure to state yeor, mo 

1, body style Cz. cor. Also ane % 
you have power power steering, stand- 


ord of automotic fronsmission 
hese sets ore the most efficient — finest 
pupae: designed ond Pg uct 
se Horsepower 10%, 
tininare La! PRESSURE. 
e Hi Speed @ Setter 


Smooth Perfor - —pcaee 





wu con install this set in less time because 
it is made with special longoted holes for! 
easy adjustment. Check our low prices — 
Order Now! 





New Dual Exhaust Systems 









© BETTER PERFORMANCE 
AND GAS MILEAGE 

@ REDUCES POWER THROB 

© Heat resisting Point finish 


DUAL EXHAUST SETS 
No. 265 Ne. 266 No. 87 No. 267 
u 


ot h 
1 
CAR & YEAR Muffler | Muffler 
Buick 53-56 . .$15.79 $27.9: 
Cod. 50-51! 

exc. convert 12.8: 
Chev. 55-56 . Le) 
Chrys. 51-55 

exc. convert 18.75) 42. 
DeSoto 52-5¢ 

exc. convert 13. 
Ford v8, 35-53 9. 

ord V8, 54-56 10. 
Lincoin 49-51 4 
Lincoln 52-54 19. 
Mercury 39-53 10. 

lercury 54-56 12, 
Olds. 49-53 12. 

ids. 54- - 
Pont. V8, 55-56. 12.: 
Piym. V8, 55-56. 12. 

tude. V8, 51-5 ee 
Stude. V8, 53-55. 15. 


25. 
1—-Duel Side Heed Pipe 1- Due! as Teil Pipe 
1—Set of Clomps and Set of instructions. 





TEN TIMES MORE ACCURATE WHEEL 
BEARING ADJUSTMENT 

Sofer, Straighter Driving. Easily instalied. 

Reduces wobble, sidepioy and wheel siont. 

Permanent elimination of wheel balancing. 


“cupping” plus saving 
additional miles per tire. 
the costellcted 





The EDUCATED NUT 







PIN POINT ADJUSTMENT 
NUT FOR FRONT WHEELS 















USE ORDER BLANK * 
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Shop by Mail for Fast Service-Save Time & Money 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED or your MONEY BACK 

































































tr Kenning Yoga urge vom tenis = | The FLARE of the FUTURE. STYLE LEADER 
teed TAIL FINS SUPER POWER Sealed Beam CO 
Headlight Bulbs CONTINENTAL KIT 
} 
’ The New Imported sT’S NEW... 
Marchal Optiques 67'S BETTER... 
' oe ee te KITS SUPPLIED with 
The end of your — SOLID FACE ‘‘” 
og driving worrres. ites) WF YOU, Want 
a iT er you hove 
ain- - ai fo "worry cout the Wiicn snows YOUR HUBCAP, 
dust one wipe of this quasive oom keeps all ordinary feeble oe ‘OUR ORDER. 
\. from i teaming or ites you now drive 
Yrosti Drive vith oe 7 windows c with. These imported Sealed Beam replace- Choice of Prime Tire Ring or ‘ 
ing up. your 
Gloss will not Fog or Steam up. Be ome will give you twice the present Giving Steiniess Steel Tire Ring. 
Safe, dri with crystal clear windows. ite both in distance and brightness. his 
) m1 lor Si , low beam does not interfere with oncom- Commnete tes ye 9 vent styled Car both open and closed positions for easy tire 
Ne. Regu! ize, $1 00 per ing cars anor Thus oliows for safer nite At this torrie removal. waged 3 pom in iatolaton, no holes 
Eoch posTPAID __________ 9. Prime, ready for painting. Simple installation | Griving ot regular or high speed driving Elim- price. Only oy buying in tremendous to drill, locks or gadgets fi on deck 
s' included. Fits the following cors: | inates overdriving of lights. Marchal Optiques Sonat Vetus tre phe you this excep- lid, as nothing touches or rests on on your car 
5 Hurricane Buick 54-56 FORD 52-56 PLYM. 1955 ore an ideal replacement for current or pre- Ifeatures never before found in others, ree oocee te wg’ ond wh tee plot el Each ie 
f MUFFLER CHEV. 53-56 (exc. 5 Fair.) Stude 50-56 $5 Sealed Beams. They fit all cars normally Fsets at right height to match rear of cor, Siwdual Continental ‘Kit mde te, cone 
BI-PASS KIT een RhGs Memmey Se lene. model equipped with Sealed Beams These lights [Tire is tilted at correct le to conform your car. Not @ universal but a full custom 
- Dodge 1955 NASH 51-56 with top ve ” —— lecuperater system thot Bwith body lever. Tire tilts ick and locks for each cor. Entire unit pre-assembied— 
OLDS 52-56 = moulding) makes full use of normally diffused light giv- Bopen for easy use of rear compartment. Has 100% rattle proof. Full easy step st 
Ing greater light intensity. New type Reflector Brugged construction for durability, Trouble instructions. All ts baked + lots ter 
of No. 712— CHROME No. 713- PRIME | 9'ves terrific Bright light Low electrical Con- fj free operation and lasting quality. Has self- easy painting, Be the first to get ‘ne tore 
. Per Pair $13. 95 Per 2559 95 fostont ose designed Bulb cuts down fodjusting toe-touch locking device, locks in fic value. Since aad easel 
- ead) jzzle 
mer For Comparison: Efficiency in French Candelias bd Sue With Steiniess 
a MUSICAL AUTO HORN analy Old Sea! Beoms— Stk. Me. e | Ne Peles” 
—~ 5 pre 1955 32000 Stote Yeor, . 642 643 79.50 
wn Plays the Hootchy-Koot- Moke, Model -. 44 sas * ade" 
rm. - chy Dance or Pick out apr 646 647 =—:132.50 
rus Cives your car the power & zip of straight other tunes, like on the and Choice of . 648 649 72.50 
— pipe performance. Complete unit includes Z Piano. * Easy to ploy New Seel 1 334 335 58.95 
aoe Gash controlled cut-in and cut-out with 48" Just pick out the tunes Se ee Open or Solid aa 651 89.50 
the —1%4" flexible tubing to by-pass your muf- on numbered keys. :) 642 643 79:50 
5 fler. “All parts & instructions included. Fits 1 Horn in completely wired and assembied meee eee 642 4307950 
iT open-pipe roor or 12 or Stainless ..6 651 89.50 
No. 129—POSTPAID -... $8.70 | no. 246 ‘ ‘$1 7.95 Ni Pair $20.00 | steei Tire “ 378-50 
* Ring ry | 649 72.50 
; NEW EXHAUST CUT-OUT NEW INTERIOR TRIM bs | 3 Fad0 
64 rrr) 79:80 

















Exhaust tone is con- 















rf rom - Studebaker 1956 
Re eye aor wcbbaticn A DUAL SoMPoun> =a 
my on ° t GLAR 
“9 i try ond closed “ Carburetion SELECT-O- PITCH 6on “ e 
" may be u : rx matic 
erate, fue iter Sra mnted of hawvy , MANIFOLD Bios horn it the y 
or is 


plate steel Strengthens the exhaust pipe. 
UNIVERSAL—Fits All Cors. 
No. 66—POSTPAID. Each $3.42 


: Sortie $2.95 i 


FT FOOT ACCELERATOR 
pm. EW, DRIVING 


Use on “ey an 4 











“Hollywood” WOLF WHISTLE 











Intake Manifold nen you install this new of the acceler- 
Whistle! Gives the Wolf } dua al compound carbure- ator pedal, thus is st rest the right foot. 
Call, imitates o Bark- : tion system increasing the) <: pire MN G Easily installed in 
ing Dog ond other Ef- | Custom styled Door Panel Upholstery trim for oF This mew type manifold s any make or i] 
fects. Simple to install | all cars except 49-55 Hudson. Same styling os eo times enables you to convert pnt +: toes aa during acceleration. Better cor — with or with- 
works off the intake | the newest 1955 & 56 cors. Includes 2 panels your present old style gas mileage because you con shift into low out clutch. 
coariteld 42 32 x to cover 's. Beautiful 2 tone manifold to a highly ee dual coerburetion pitch without —— accelerator. Over- Easy to instoll — 
No. 61—POSTPAID. Each .. ° heavyweight upholstery fabric in Baroque system. Easily installed— ly adjusted. acceleration wastes o lot of gos by letting Just on 
White and Ebony Black. 3 in. center panel in Can be adjusted to rg — carburetor for too much fuel into combustion chambers. This celerator and tight 
@ choice of Metallic blue, green or flash red normal city driving and have second carburetor washes lubrication from cylinder walls causing en screws. 
State choice. Easy to follow instruction man- cut in for fast acceleration or high top speed, ff excessive engine wear lect-O-Pitch elimi- No. 42—POSTPAID, facn $2.49 
AUTOMATIC TRUNK LIGHT | S%'nctoses. No Soecio! tools or sewing nocd: || or both carburetors con be used gt some time, I ores ths danger” select-O-Pitch gives you 
ed. Install in minutes. giving same performance as a fret jo) complete control of your transmission allowing 
Completely ou-| No 339—POSTPAID. Poir.... ‘ Lightweight alum inum—Satin finish. Any 3 of I Sou'to match your low pitch and acceleration BODY OR FENDER MIRROR 
ee ee bolt dual carburetor can be used but we rec- I Complete with all nmecessory ports. Easily ST THE RING! 
lomatic opero- pinned the Ford-Stromberg 97 or 81 (60 install ADJU: 
H.P.) be used for best results. Can be adapted No. 616—Eoch POSTPAID .. 9. ADJUST THE HEAD! 


tion. Equipped ; 
. | Increase Lood Capecity 750 te 1500 Lbs. with B10"): (ois cylinder cors using o 3 or 4 bolt— 


lis - " . 

Mercere” secn | ‘Quick Change HELPER SPRINGS Jf 2 cuz! carburetor, Con olse be tuensed tor 6 
750 bod = ibs. Extra buretor. Manifolds furnished less linkage. Re- 
bg ci for quires low type ow cleaners. 


Fits on the body or ten- 
der, right or left side, of 
all cars. 4” replaceable 
hea 





CHROME 





NEWEST 






when trunk lid ae ‘on Trucks. 9 No. 626—Ford V8, Mercury 3 
pened * y 32-53 and all 
isitcenallh pA oe pga Son’? Heavy Loods § 8 cylinder using 3 or 4 volt dual AUTOMOBILE METALLIC mutror Install on wrap- 
ecessory wire inc jom- breck the springs on carburetor. POSTPAID, Each 9 around or standard wind- 
shields 


Chrome Trim 





TAPE 


pletely self-enciosed unit 9 
. 


ti k. ti 
141—POSTPAID. Eoch Beer cant, ‘spring’ ection | Ne. 627—For 6 and 8 cylinder cars using 


rancy. Spring gction FB single 2-11/16” throat carburetor with in line 





rosteaio, 0.94.79 






































. . Ex- 
tra Strength for Heavy throttle linkage. 
AH-090-GAH Chromed HORN of Fg Fey ry a“ 
7 - =| rome: can be installed or re- Ne. 628—For 6 and 8 cylinder cars using sin- GANE AIR FLOW NEEDLE 
moved in a jiffy. For all 2-15/16”" throat carburetor with in line 
Here it is for the Cors, except Buick, Yo & Srottie linkage $9 95 WITH AIR 
; sport cor enthusi- ¥Y% ton pick-up trucks. Each. POSTPAID 0+ ee . FILTER CAP Law 
j ast. Not a vibrator nin = nun bathe aoe Can adopted to cars with cross 
4 a abet edu cial autos: . tote inkoge but requires some mechanical INCREASES ‘‘GAS'’ MILEAGE 
but a genuine mo- its and instollation in- New air-bleed idling jet Replaces present 
; tor driven horn structions 9 Compound Thvottle Linkage tor above Mani- solid idling adjustment screw in your car- 
sal, He Abo hee buretor 2 needies needed for Dual throat 
Model when ori le carb. Most V8's have dual throats. The ob- 
Ne, 6o—rosTvalo $1 2.60 Gutve tend Capacity ag POSTPAID : A ; $3.85 jective 1s to lessen the vacuum in the idli 
750 Ib. Extra Capocity. Postpaid. .$9.95 ee SY eee oe Meee eee 
1000 Ib. Extre Copecity. Pestpeld. 14.95 A new tope that protects @s it decorates. Just igh manifold vacuum and thus TRY to In- 
160 < a ‘e Ps ae i a 10.98 Sf, out the — you desire. No tools or as 40 b - leage pil ee 
5 . Extra Capacity. Postpa’ WW, iT needed. arora” to any smooth surface. $ wouretors on many cars ve al 
HI-SPEED ELECTRIC SIREN SIDE WALL TIRE DISCS : it Refl : it Sh © Repels Scratches changed, please state Make of Carburegor 
w. ts " © Attrectiv: and also Make and Model of Car or Truck, 
Developed especially DRY WASH CLOTH Soarnit Sieeh iret: te ee ae Go wide, 40H: long.” when ordering Gone Aur-Flow Nesdies.) 
for the U. S. Navy & Big ha — eho ee 98 sh $1.50 
a ; : . 





100% Pure LATEX 
Rubber 





Coast Guard. Now used \ 
by hundreds of firey Wosh & Cleans Cor 















ieake mudaioncen ate NOT A PAINT 
| soon el. at come hisses of Genuisis THE GAUGES DETROIT LEFT O 
5 & push button. Green 100% White Latex , . 
No. 71—POSTPAID titul. Pastel Colors. DON’T GUESS DON’T GUESS 
6 VOLT, Each $1 3.24 . ~~ ao Se 4 yA Hove a Install en Itumineted 
KKCOT Bermanent’ Adhesive DIAL AMMETER DIAL OIL 


No. 91—POSTPAID. 
12 VOLT, Eoch . $1 3.70 
arp Aumeten Licht | Pressure Gauge 


Fits off 15” and 16” Tires 
precision gauge with your Red Of 
rot Pressure Light. 


Every black tire can become a luxury acces- 
sory with very little effort Kit comes com- 









































REAR- VIEW MIRRORS agflnns 50) hee — Ray oh sae om your battery is charg FOR J Au CARS, 
Special Curved Con ne any operation, merely wiping cloth ccypss | $2y eccestories, fer Simple ond Easy installa oS Sn “te he 
vex Gloss Gives Curb q fini “to t be cleaned. Leaves finish clean and Pres MDewatis ve ‘a red light" on} This precision illuminated gauge lets you 
Eliminaves Blin No more mess—no more water buckets, soap, | Ne. 1 286— the dash thet tieshes when you reach high | Trew Yas, Sb 

ts — Wider Range g hoses or messy rags to contend wi Set o tors Sev r 5 6 r q P 
of Vision thru the No more wet hands, wet feet, or wet clothes, POSTPAID 9 POSTPAID $11 charge or discharge rate. This is not a re-} ‘red —— 7. 
Larger Windows of peed for cleaning in_any kind of weather “ — ‘red” light but the itn ee an iow « = Fee ¢ 
New Cors. CURVED Long lasting cloth. The more you use it the New “KOLORWALLS for. Fits all cars it ancl uges, chrome Bracket, 
MIRROR — 25 x better it works. Choice of Light Blue, Light Green, Yellow or | below the dash, without drilling = les 
10” in Metol Cose Painted o Neutral Grey Pink. Be the frist to have these beauties. § © wunted right in the dash. Kit consists 
Hammered Finish with a Plastic Rim to Match. 613—Regulor Size $1 0 State color wanted ° e unting Bracket, Ammeter | Cor. 

POSTPAID POSTPAID. toch 2 No. 287— No. 288— shielded Light, all necessary wire, etc. tor Ne. | foe—tor All Cors, $11.50 
No. 99-—Fits all cors. ae exact $2 a No. 614—Giant Economy Size $2 00 ba | 5" Set = a $43” oe jraelation, rll inert included. Ki a a ad ° ‘ ° 
y r POSTPAID... POSTPAID.... ? , 2 ‘or Cors, 

year, moke & model. . 2V Times Regular. Each. POSTPAID Pe rem ony hey hlD $9.95 es Os $1 1.50 












Send Your Order Now to JCWHITNEYéco. 1917-025 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
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Buy with Confidence -100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 











ITALIAN 
BUS HORN 
Conversion Kit 






8 8 


0 ae 
* 
“4 ~ 

Easily Instetied on oll cors . 
without special tools. 
Electronic conversion kit thet mokes your 
stock horns yodei like on Italion Bus. Splits 
stock horn sound into two notes—one high— 


low—obout 10 times a second whenever 
hit your horn. Completely automatic. Just 
Pimple wire connections. Can be changed 


from cor t 
Eoch $6.95 


Ne. 606—POSTPAID 





Porous Bronze OIL 





oit Fits oll cors except 


¢ 
Full low ou System listed below Stote ycor 
make 

Me. 1to-Reosten | $6.95. 

Element only POSTPAID $4.95 


Porous BR eee maren 


ELEMENT FOR 
FULL FLOW OL SYST Fits V8 Buick, 
Olds, DeSoto. 


3, 56. MPie 55 F 
Merc 54-56, Chrys 51-56, Dodge 53-56; 
Ford ‘6 Lincoln 52-56, Chrys. exc 


52-56. 
V8 46-56. Chev VB 1956 
Stote cor, yeor ond model 


Me. 117—POSTPAID, only 


$8.95 


SPECIAL: CAR PLAQUES 
16 NEW & DIFFERENT DESIGNS 
—_ re new! They're different! They stand 


Hang one on the front 
Spot your car anywi 







fade vidualize your cor 
rear 


ond one on the 


ROAD 
& DEVILS 


Specify Ploque 
Ne. 610—POSTPAID 





$1.98 











co 


© Heat resisting Paint finish 


These sets cre the most efficient ond finest 
mode—so designed ond constructed to — 





7 
flow of exheust. 
@ Ground Flanges for perfect alignment ond 
leakproof insteliction. 
You con nates this set 
it is special 
easy Sauatment Creck 
Order Now! 


in less time becouse 
longoted holes for 
our low prices — 


ALL HEADER SETS CONSIST OF 
@ Duel Side Toil Pipe @ Pair Heoders & 
@ Clamp Set @ Pair Extensions & 
e Senr-te-fottew instructions 
Choice of Header ithout Mufflers, with 2 
Hollywood Steel Packed with | reguior, or 
with 2 gloss pocked mufflers 


% Chevrolet 6 needs only | header & exten- 
jon & includes built- 


EXHAUST HEADER SYSTEMS 









63.85) 63.25 
31-95) 36.15 


3 5 # 





ex: 
Ford V8, 35-33 
Ford V8, 54-56 






Porous Bronze “GAS” FILTER 
With 





No tak 
Now only, POST! 





louling Fo: ‘ 
PAID. $1.95 


COIL SPRING WEDGES 


Compensate for ths 
netural sog of front 
coil springs. Restores 
orginal front end po- 
sition. 


Easy installation between 
cols with hammer os iilus- 
trated. Ne. $5—POSTPAID. 


$1.49 


Set of 4 








“‘Econ-o-Miser”’ 
Fuel Pressure Regulator 


Here's a remarkable development thot will be 


3 GOS waste, soves up 
25% on gos consumption 

Econ-O-Miser «mecorpo- 
sensitive diaphragm which 
causes on absolutely even fuel flow under ali 
conditions, permits the « 1 tuel-air mixture 
for top carburetor efficiency 

Gives Faster Sters and Smoother Id 

"S Qwaranteed to give you 


stalling, vapor 

flooding. You can easily stall the Glens O- 

Miser yoursel 

Econ-O-Miser at Our Rick! 

pay for itself im gasoline savings 

" 5,000 miles of drving, return it 

as @ full ag of your perv price! 
owners report m 

20% “7 Soe Think of the money 

$40 of $50 every few months! Why not keep 

thes money your m pocke et by nstalling 

en Scon-O-Mneer right away? 


5. Prevents 


age gains of 10. 
soved— For 


Ne. 524—POSTPAID 


Carburetor works at maximum 

@: efficiency ot 2 Ibs pressure. 
Without regulator, 

con 

, forcing gasoline through 
carburetor and causing fuel 
loading up, flooding, 


binges THE ECON-O-MISER DOES FOR YOU: 


mooths out fuel pump pulsations—elim.- 
notes surg: 


2. Eluminotes excessive pressure and loading 
corburetor 

3. Prevents annoying vapor lock. 

4. Gwes you smoother idling ond foster 


flooding and stalling due to 
excessive pressure 


6 Saves gosolime—up to 25%! 

7 Reduces corbon formotion—heips keep 
engine clean 

8. Soves frequent carburetor adjustment 

9 Reduces fire hozord 


Automatically adjusts for any altitude. 
All Makes end Models of Cors & Trucks. 


$6.95 





NEW—EASY TO INSTALL BRAKE 


POWER BOOSTER 


Twice the Broking 





master Cyl, renstel! Brakeline to Power 
Booster—That’s All—Unit is ready to operote. 
Sofe—Sure—Positive braking action. Prov.des 
sate smooth stops 

Tris new hydroulic auxiliary 
makes 
many cors to have the advontoge 
sive power brake systems ot extremely low 
cost. 

Stote Year, Make, Modei of cor 
To fit all cars without Pow $9 95 
Brokes. No. 617—POSTPAID 7 


Conneated 


EMBLEMS 


unit with the 








paper Soc strck on cor. 
Holds permanently. Same es ebove with Bese. 


—remove /*~ ust 


Ne. 520—POSTPAID, Eoch $1 49 
Seme os above with Bese to mount on Hood 








Lincoin 52-54. 40. 3| 78 
Mercury 35-53 / | 36 36. 
Mercury 54-56 .. 334 39.23] 28:43] 29.35 
Olds. 49-55 45) 41.50) 45.85) 44.35 
Stude. 51-52 40.50| 46.25) $1.25) 50.40 
Stude. 53-54 fas 

Co 52.45| 58.25) 63.15| 62.35 


Be sure te give meke, yeor, model, body style 
& stete if you heve Power nee Power 








SAVES Up te 30% GAS 
INCREASES HORSEPOWER: 
FASTER ACCELERATION 








JcWHITNEYéco. 


1917-025 Archer Ave., Ch 
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Eecukes tien in heot riser with twin | Steering, Standard or Automatic T 
SPEED TUNER _ Sittituer 





TIMING & OCTANE SELECTOR 


©@ More Speed @ More Power © More Economy 
@ Smoother Engine Performance & Control 


can eosily advance or retard your 

wns y' cor ile driving. By a simple 
turn of @ knob © change ing 
of your Cy yr lor better and smoother 
performa: Qit various kinds of driving, 
such as City Griving, tis way drivi ar ingh 
speed, Heavy ee alti 
Hilly oF ie Oriving, , muddy ‘ond 
shppery pov: \ 

Easy to install, no holes to drill, no spec 


vol 
tools needed, vy to follow instructions, will 
not —- with present outomotic edvonce 
ond ord. 


= ‘AuL CARS * | seem iui $6.95 


7 
ill. 


ago, 
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Fenders. 
Gee the 


OVAL CHROME PLATED 
DUAL EXHAUST KIT 


“DUAL LOOK” for Single Exhousts 


soeertintennnne 








Gives tnot meliow, purring 
tone of super power ot low 
Easy to install. Flex- 













Per kit 





1,98 | 
USE THIS HANDY ORDER FOR 
O oe nn A LL 


DUAL REAR AERIAL KITS 
New 1955—Fits All Cors 
1. Two 3 section als, 
13” high when col- 
lapsed. Complet 
with a duct 22 

ft Ready 








POsTPAID paid $2 3 5 


2. Duc! HIDEAWAY ocerials, 62 
collapsed. Complete with o dual 


No. 231— 

POSTPAID ............ $12.50 
TWIN AERIAL FALSIES—61 of ‘hgh Chrome 
— Easily installed. Anot connect with 


ve 2a rostr aio : ° 


a when 





HOT SPARK 
INTENSIFIER 


For ali Cars. Peps up ali ignition 





systems. Resuits in foster start- 
ing, smoother idiing a tter 
igs ye. Overall improved 
motor performance. loches 
easily to your present coil with- 
out special tools. Also improves 
high speed performance 
stops plug fouling 


“ey y ch? posToalD $2.49 
bate Fone Skirts 


FOR ALL MODELS 
1955-56 FORDS 


caten 













fae 


es DEEP 
tinct type 
cor thot 


Fics wait Rich 0 woking. 


ow ¢s “tne distinctive Continentoi 


0.95 


Loo! 
No. 358—PAIR 





For 1952-56 FORD All Models 
6 Pc. TAIL LIGHT KIT 


The New a, Theat 1955 Olds 
Te 52-56 Fords 
aa consists of 2 
2 chrome rims, 2 adapter 
plotes. Easily instalied in 


thons. 
states 
body appearance 


= 
a 


FLARED FENDER SKIRTS 





styl- 








49-50 Oids 76, 88 


49-52 Pont 
52-54 Willys 
SZ 7SCHROME sy 45 
6" 14 








53-54 PLYM., prime. No. 120, ee 
55-56 PLYM., prime. No. 121, $8.95 
CUSTOM CHROME PLATED rtARe SKIRTS 

cars above, exe. Merc. No. 1. or. $14.95 


85152. 
we 380—55-5¢| 99-95 
POSTPAID 





FRENCH LOUVER - Flare Model 
FENDER SKIRTS 





1 
& 33°36 mer 49-51 ond veor’ 
Ford 49-51 Ply. 55-56 
Ne. 630— P $14.95 
—<— << 
Ne. 631—Snaliow Box type—Universal for: 
For All 
Listed Here 
49 





Frazer 46-54 46-54 
6-88 wi ‘Ilys 52-54 


19 $14 
™ ee hie fowkeT? 


oe prey pete 





beck rer satisfaction: 





Steck Me. 


y Price 























| Enclose $___ 
(NOTE: we PAY POSTE 
not marked POSTPAID. 





on items marked 
If C.0.0. order, enclose at least 25% deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges upon di 


to cover payment in full (or 25% deposit if C.0.D.) 
ed POSTPAID when payment accomponies order. You pay shipping charges on items 
) 


ery. 








Year. 





No. of Cyl. 








City. 


State. 


im} come sent Free with your 
Check here if you wont 
Send 25c. 








_ gleeatbbiaee 


Zone____ 
-YTYTTYTYITITIILII rr 




















FREE—Giant 180 Page Catalog with your Order 


GET MORE POWER | ,.wisrArword crore. O° METER .csormance 
Indicator - on ing Guide 


ON LESS GAS 


WITH THE 
dash to provide a = easy “y % Ci Pimaking 


- MINI - your a ot a See 












evr ew? & 









) safety. The “ovNo-meren’ 
. gives contin 
77) SUPER CHARGER soot fi Sas conta 
ce it cakes, wi jignment, _ 
ym Fit—Gives Wide Low, tune, tractive resistance, ee. 4 nel seve on 
cl = Your Cor oa 1956 Look. jas, tires, and repai . 


MINisuperCharger consists of a revolving im @ Wraps round ‘si ide of fer Segmonce ‘analyzer and engin» in} "trouble ‘ian. 















7 “ | center bowl ond right sonomical drivi speeds 
pelier “blower” ond outomotic aw ‘breather @ Replaces origina’ 9! 
J ° UP 10 20 ve MORE MILES PER valve which mixes an increased volume of air and left bars ‘ ond best ‘stitine speed ri pis Ton 
GALLON WITH GREATLY INCREASED "9 the fue! chorge with whirlwind force: This: Oy ees — Se tierations neceaaary parison tests of fuel brands ond determines 
otomizes and expands the gas molecules so @ Gleaming chrome finish , for your cor. Checks engine oft 
HORSEPOWER that the improved mixture enters the cylinderss @ Precision engineered for perfect fit ency bef lore and ofter service work, 
iN @ more powerful highly explosive stote @ Heavy gouge steel $22 50 value ofa y~4 up, . —— . es performance ‘ot 
e LONGER ENGINE LIFE The MINisuperCharger eliminates over-richr Ne. 619—Each ° Fs speeds oo Gate le for comparing per- 
mixtures and fuel waste Better, cleaner com- formance wi ving @ used or new car. 
bustion 1s obtained resulting im reducedt 
4 © FASTER ACCELERATION pin less of dilution, less valve troubles; 
R PERFOR E and * longer engine lite Eliminates “Vapor RECAPPED Orive , nee Lite * ‘Economy Run" Winners 
© BETTI MANC! tock” Precision built of bronze and alumi- U. S. “Economy Run” winners have tought us 
E num. Easily instatied. Satisfaction Guaranteed TIRES thot it : NOT B eo cor ond Nor the “gasoline 
fh 


= — = 


































































































high-mileage 
Specify year, moke, model of car or truck and as 9% er core 1 ar 
NEW . . patented automotive Sic Sno model of carburetor Fr IN. Tecnniote. a ing ie aie or 
ty ” uu aan "ool &. this some 
improvement “Supercharges” motor Type Corburetors 4 as Ww to wank & 7 5 ut gas con 
i is Factory recapped imption and ‘ating Be - 
performance . . . boosts power woe. Throot Each mae he weiring 50%, "The amazing "DYE enh shows 
Grode “A” oll new! The “DYNO-METER” functions on a basic you how to get all the per ormance mi 
output and gives greatly increased 3132 gol single POSTPAID $9.95 | b , i tow ef plwsies ond & completity estt-cen- S your cor can Ss Sees ‘and 
t ed. (Ni Ti ft- of yeors to come’ it lasts ao fi ime, trons- 
gas economy . . . BY INCREASING 3123 Bolt Ducl. PosTPAID 11.95 ber Ce helt Wie a ont eee ak bo nea fers Virom one ‘cor to. next. FRE "EZ" IN 
; on the dash or windshield in a few minutes 
AIR-FUEL CHARGE EFFICIENCY. 313—4 Borrel Quod. POSTPAID 15.95 It hos no connection to motor. No. holes to FOR ALL CARS AND TRUCKS. $3 95 
ri experience neede imple to Ne, 499—Each POSTPAID +f ° 
7 a rene use. Pays for itself many _ - 
: times 
) 
) : : RUBBER 
: Flexible Leather Coating | White Wall 
REPAIR and RESTYLE Gas Milea je Ci Calculator tee aviven exible Le 9 TIRE DISCS 
with FIBERGLASS real buy — Blockwalls MEW EASY TO APPLY , 
State Size When Ordering. Eech 
x CUSTOMIZING KITS Sth. No. The new oll white 
idew: i 
cars and tires 
5 CUSTOMIZE ANY PART : |$695 sees. and tees. 
OF : 3 8 and wearing 
THE MODERN WAY foun, ik, seis ee 
Customize j y : 70.16 Sth No. ¥r4 ‘mM stalled with full 
6 Stk No. 
older cors - -16 709 7 5 709 instructi 
ond moke . eoeties é 7.10-15 © 
thom look Don't guess on what your gas mileage 5 7.60-15 Hy py 
BEFORE oat eae ahah pe png ag Cosity Stk ht taken off and re-used on different o 
No effort—easy to use—lasts a lifetime. Has § g.00-15.. 710 68.20-18 710 $8 95 oe — pactnastne. es Sains as Eschaset Postpaid. 590, a3 to 710/13 15, 
handy trp record on tace Easy to check your State Size When Ordering. — pues | re laterproots pe! Wig te a 
cont of by k A " é Leathen=Lastneneie oF Corwos. toch WO] Pos —_ ste eS 4 
Use as a performance check on your car ny n a. ss es 
8 sudden drop in mileage usually indicates need | Factory Duplicate — Custom Fit ideal for Custom Cor Interiors te. 489—Set_ 4- size’ 760/i5 to 826 
J tor adjustment or repairs long before actual . With this coating you can renew or change ach Set Postpeid 
AFTER damage occurs Fender Well Fender Skirts color of all leather, or canvas, or leatherette 
@ Repoir dents & — @ Moke Cedillec Fins Lightweight—durable aluminum—ciear, easy FITS IM: covered articles. Automobile seats, conv. tops, 
iy @ Moke trenched heodlights @ Air Scoops |} fo read figures $1 $ INSIDE AND FLUSH WITH FENDER Boat seats, Suitcases, Bags, Chairs, Awnings BERMUDA 
iid Herd T: No. 683—POSTPAID, Each . and etc 
oe oe = Colors fo Harmonize: Change color to match | CLANGING BELL 2!7¥ 
ad your color scheme Restores old leather— < rt pm 
leatherette canvas to like new finishes. Pre- it’s the New “Rage’ 
s serves the ne Gives oe so on 
to ly, Brushes on, Dries in 2 Hours. § Command: we-COnS 
0 MOST MODERN Flexible Apsiy covers with a thin pliable § sound. Easily installed 
7 “CADDY” cating, preserving the original leather grain. under car f y driver's 
s Protects. From stains, heat scuffing ond wear. fj sect. Step on plunger 
T - Ort cannot penetrate, will not chip or peel Highly polished. Fits any car $4 30 
4 ouc Not affected by mildew, beverage, Dich 6 or 9 Stock No. 49—POSTPAID... . ° 
Headlight Rim |: Same as original equipment _« Perfect ti Comes in 3 Convenient Six 
7) Adheres to meta! a! — wood glass — ceramics * Triple Chrome Finish  - olor stage i mea Heavy Cauge steel B available in ‘3 colors Other Sion ond 
—concrete Use for Cpuiding — restyling— * No Holes to Drill shodes obtained by gxing colors 
Re owl : S Very Geey $0 tacts 120% nd (Piemeelegieipetiee’ ges se ant Overhead Valve Silencer Pad | 
Many uses for the home too. Now you can Embodies tf w $1195 & Color }No. 633—Pint. Postpaid 2.9% 
customze the modern way with the new SQUARE LOOK To- Ne. 634—Quort. Postpaid 5.25 
Fibergios: moterial. Tough plastics and resins = morrow's look for 14.95 File ibl Pi c 
that rew!orce and become as strong as steel . cars ti tin 
it $ umpk rf 658—Fits All These Cars and Othe exible Flastic Coat 
Sanit caaeaee saa Sea hone No aaden ae wok 4 9-54 Plym 13.95 Ff es the some quolities & epplicet'on es ... Silences clicking noises. Lubricates valve 
welding, no soldering, no special tools needed 48-54 Pack 119g FoR vinve PLASTIC—Plastic imitation leath- rocker arms. Protects against dirt and con- 
—— s caid-oreot pel get kt and 1-33. we 1195 er such os in, Korosea!, No wpehyde Velon, ere Die fa: a “4 install. State year, make 
therproo! ill not rust, rot, or deteriorate aa Kalestion, ete. idea! for stom Cor 
2. Will_not dent. Easily repowed if damaged. }49 and Others 11.95 | Change color to match your color to. 250 Fats Buick 36-52, Chev. 6, 30-56, 
Works perfect with metal as it doesn’t shrink. [49°54 48-50 12.95 J Restores old vinyl Plastic materials ‘S"lne Ry ES Witiys 6, $2. 69 
10.40 § "ew finishes. Preserves the new. ae . 
FIX-IT KIT — Covers 3 Squore Feet For cor For above cars Pair - No. 251—Fits V8 Cad., Olds. 49- 56, Mercury 
5 repair, dec customizing Also useful No eri aenS* Gn Gap ~one 10.99. Available Os: 12 oe colors and § 54-56, Lincoln 53-56; Buick 53-56, . 55- 
sn home for repairing gutters, water tonks, etc r- nage Aa oo ae 14.95° I shodes obtained by mixing colors 56, Ford 54-56, DeSoto VB, 55-56 bie vm. VB, 
inclades'3 Sq Ft cloth, S¥e ox Resin Epoxy rete api Pont, 4 52 Ne. 661—Olds 52-54 1493 si 55-56; Pontiac V8, 55-56; Stude V8, 51-56. 
ne qa POSTPAID, torn so 3.78} Per Par $6.95 1233 Se Color \Ne. Ss Pia Postpaid 0 POSTPAID, Per Pair $4.49 
re 12.67 Choice | Ne. 637—Quort. Postpaid 5.25 . 














USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM — MAIL TODAY! 
1917-025 Archer Ave., Chicago, Ul] Sess :hie foloring oder on mone. 


Quantity Stock Me. Description Price 








Last Minute Releases! 10,000 Items 
FRE All New 1956 Edition 
CATALOG of AUTO 


ACCESSORIES & PARTS 























J 

















a to cover payment in full (or 25% deposit if C.0.0.) Pare ? 
(NOTE: WE PAY POSTAGE on items marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You pay shipping charges on items 


_ Money Buying Direct by Mail pion Whitney 
not marked POSTPAID. If C.0.0 order, enclose at least 25% deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges upon delivery.) 


tremendous buying oower and large volume enables us to pass 
savings on to you in the ——_ of rock- bottom orien, 























rertaat 

ee up to 50%. We stock 000 items anything you . 

need in automotive be you'll "tind listed in the new Whitney 

Your complete satisfaction 
Name. a - — 
is FREE with any order for items selected from this adver 
Somes Hf you want the catalog only. send 25¢ to cover part of* 
, hardling and mailing cost (refunded on your first order) seit bis 16 da eis i ais en F 

Address. intl 





© Catolog sent Free with your 
order. Check here if you want 
City. Zone__._ State. : Catalog only—Send 25c. 


JCWHITNEY¢co 1917-025 Archer Ave. 


Chicago 16, Ill. 
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Attend the 2nd Annval 


SPORTS CAR SHOW 
GYMKHANA 


SPEED TRIALS 


Clark County Fairgrounds 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 
MAY 11-12-13 


DEALERS “Displays in Motion” 
Movies @ Accessories 
“Concourse D’Elegance” Featuring Classics, 
Customs, Hot Rods, Antiques and Sports 
Cars, in 40,000 square feet of open-span, 

Fireproof Buildings! 








Sponsored by 
SPRINGFIELD JR. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 





Send inquiries and entries to: 
“SHOW HEADQUARTERS” 
BANCROFT HOTEL, SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


(Excellent hotel and motel 
facilities available in area) 

















SOLDER 
Acclaimed by thousands of 


t a stock, hot rod and customizing enthu 


Complete with siasts as the welder of 1001 uses 
) 4 po eben Easily operated from properly wired 
sories . . . te 110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
handle all metal- @ift with a life-long use. . Order 
craft work. today on 10-day money back guarantee 
Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1870 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Ill. Dept. F27-€ 


Would YOU Like to Make 
1000 A MONTH? 


4 | iy 
—s 











That's What Stanley Hyman 
Made Selling PRESTO 


AMAZING MIDGET 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER 





Sensational! Presto does job of 

bulky extinguishers costing 4 

times as much. Ends fires fast as 

2 seconds; fits palm of hand 

Never corrodes; guaranteed 20 vears! Sells 

for only $4.95 Show it to owners of 
Science's homes, cars, boats, farms, etc., and to 
New stores for resale—make good income. Write 
Midget for FREE Sales Kit. No obligation. 


Mirac'e—— MERLITE INDUSTRIES. Presto Div., 114 
““Presto’’ East 32nd St.. Dept. P-27F New York 16, 
N.Y. tn Canada: Mopa Co.. 371 Dowd St.. Montreal 
1. P.Q. (If you want a regular Presto to use as a dem- 
omsirator, send $3.00. Money back if you wish.) 


NEW 1956 CATALOG 
. Everything for TOP 
POWER! ECONOMY! STYLE! 


——) we | 
ALMQUIST , 








Tells You... 
How To Make Your Car A 





motoring accessories 








the Chicago Accessories Show 


T THE 29TH ANNUAL MANUFACTURERS SHOW, all the 
glitter peculiar to this industry was on display—but not for the public. 
That's why we were there—to find out what you'll be seeing in auto supply 
stores in the near future. Stylecraft hit the bulls-eye by aiming this triple- 
threat combo at station wagon owners and travel enthusiasts prepping for 
summer vacation trips. Show response dictated production of the baggage 
cover shown; it eliminates tie-down problems and unsightly tarps, has a full 
zipper, comes in 3 qualities of weatherproof material at $29.95, $39.95 and 
$49.95. Designed to carry it is a streamlined, permanent, lightweight rack 
retailing from $90 to $125 in 4 combinations of birch or aluminum slats 


with polished aluminum or chrome rails. 





AS A SHARK’S FIN on the rear deck or 
mounted in pairs on the top edges of the 
rear fenders, the ‘Silver Meteor’ is bound 
to attract attention. Base height is 9 inches, 
antenna extends to 3 lengths (or about 45 
inches). Finished in chrome-nickel, it comes 
with a 1414-foot cable for $10.95 or as a 
pair with cables for $18.75. Single kit 
without cable, $7.95. Order from Beaurline 
Industries, Inc., 500 N. Robert St., St. Paul 
1, Minn. 


“LUGGAGE PAL.” is held by suction 
cups and adjustable clamps, no drilling is 
required. It is made of welded chromed 
steel tubing, with solid oak slats. About 
$39.50. Made by the Martin Co., 1150 W. 
3rd St., Cleveland, Ohio. 





A CUSTOMIZER’S DELIGHT, Im- 
perial-type tail light housings are now avail- 
able with 3-inch red reflector to rear, silver 
to front (or with Roadmaster-like V). 
Well-built, well-chromed, Fortune’s “75” 
Imperial Turret Ring fits 55 Fords and 
Chevies, could be adapted to others. Also 
on display at company’s booth were light 
kits for unlit automatic transmission quad- 
ants. Both items are at accessory stores. 











Money-Saving POWERHOUSE! 

New! Track-tested, road proven 
power products to DOUBLE your 
car's Power, Pep, Pick-up, Efficien- 
ey, Economy, Safety, Styling! Over 
100,000 in stock: Multi-Carburetion ; 
Dual Exhausts; Superchargers ; 
Racing Cams, Heads, Pistons, En- 
gines; Customizing Accessories, Chrome Trim; etc. 
BIG SAVINGS! Plus “How-To” tips, power secrets. 
FREE! No Strings! Write to: 


ALMQUIST ritrono" Penna, 
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SAVE MONEY with SPARKTEST 

YOU can eliminate needless costly tune-ups with 
SPARKTEST—your personal MOTOR DETECTIVE. 
SPARKTEST is a simple, do-it-yourself tool which 
enables you to detect faulty or defective spark plugs, 
wiring, head gaskets, distributor caps, and breaker point 
gaps in a matter of minutes. Complete instructions in- 
cluded for fool-proof operation. Cash, check, or money 
order with order $1.95 each; COD orders $1.95 plus 
postage. 

CMP Associates, Dept. A, 4900 W. Madison S$t., 
Chicago 44, lil. 









peed Life 200 000 


FOR SAFETY AT HIGH SPEEDS 


Special Sealed-Beam air- 
sees Stet comme 
Five times brighter than 


i “ 
Giameter by S"aeep — 'OOWatt 
Available only from: © or 12 Volt. 

CHARLES E. KING & CO. 


980 W. CHICAGO AVE. CHICAGO 22,1 














@ aasies 





























BUZZ-A-LARM automatically tells when your car is in reverse, using trunk as 
a soundbox. $1.95. Sleetex Co., Inc., 404 4th Ave., New York 16. 





A COMPLETE LINE OF INVERTERS (for turning car battery—6-volt DC— 
voltage into 110-volt AC current), ATR’s display spotlighted (from left) remote-control 
unit for operating trunk-installed converters from dashboard, low-cost ‘““Shav-Pak” ($9.95) 
for electric razors, a $19.95 model for dictating machines, inverters ($69.95 to $79.95) 
for tape and wire recorders. Other units available for everything from mixers and electric 
frying pans to electric typewriters and vacuum sweepers. For inverter and accessory details, 
contact American Television and Radio Co., St. Paul 1, Minn. 


CUSTOM CHROME AIRCLEANERS for 
4-barrel carburetors drew us to the Aves Manufac- 
turing Co. display. Decorated with V8s, easy to dis- 
mantle for cleaning, the chromed bonnets are 
available for all late-model Carter, Rochester, 
Stromberg and Holley quad carburetors. Write to 
their representatives at the show: the B&W Corp., 
3055 E. 12th St., Los Angeles 23. 





BEAUTI-DOOR is made of “Sealtuft,” a washable plastic in black and white with red, 
blue, or green trim colors. Easy to install, the material is scuff-resistant, padded to deaden 
sound. A pair retails for $7.49 at the Jason Corp., Hoboken, N.]J. 











“Balanced 
Traction” 
DIFFERENTIAL 





e Greater Traction-Automatically 
e Eliminates Wheel Spin 
e Increases Speed, Acceleration 


HI TORK gives a “geared-to-the-road” 
drive by utilizing all available traction 
at both rear wheels. Simple installation— 
Models for most cars—T’Bird, Ford, Mer- 
cury, Lincoln, Chev., Plymouth, Dodge, 
DeSoto, Chrysler, Hudson, Willys, Stude- 
baker, Jaguar—Available at $99.50. 


0, Literature on request; state make, 
model and year of your car. 
LYETH ENGINEERING 
P.O. Box 3841 
12859 E. Eight Mile Rd. 
Detroit 5, Michigan 





FLEXIBLE 


RAM@OTE Finisnes 


Restores - Colors - Protects Leather, 
Leatherette and Vinyl Plastic 
Is your leather or plastic uphol- 
stery faded or worn? RamCote re- 
stores the original color and tex- 
ture to your car's upholstery. 
You can change color, too!” 7 
Available in eleven standard 
colors and clear, Any shade 
obtainable by inter-mixing 
colors. Easily applied, brush 
or spray. Won't chip or peel. 
Waterproof—fadeproof. Use 
on Luggage, Sports Equip- 
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc. See your local dealer or 
write for FREE information and color chart. 
RAMCOTE PRODUCTS, Dept. M-56 
1141 W. 69th St. Chicago 21, Illinois 


















TONNEAU 
COVERS 


THUNDERBIRD — CORVETTE 
JAG — MG AND MOST POPULAR 
SPORTS CARS 


e CUSTOM STYLING 
e HIGHEST QUALITY MATERIAL , 
ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY 


Phone EXbrook 5-9174 
1453 Lincoln Bivd. Santa Monica, Calif. 























FREE “Bargain Catalog”! 


Write today for our new 1956 Catalog of Au- 
tomotive Accessories and Tools, all offered on 
FREE TRIAL at BARGAIN PRICES! It’s loaded 
with values that can’t be matched—and it’s 
yours FREE! 


NEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 
DEPT. MT-5-6, NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 


NEW MOTORS 
USED LJ, F], ¥ ADAPTORS 


Send for Free List When Ready to Deal 
We Buy—Sell—Trade—Custom Installations 


SHELL MOTORS—Box 25455, L. A. Cal. 











ENGLISH FORD PARTS 


@ We have the largest stock of parts for 
English-built Fords in the United States 
covering all models—Anglia, Prefect, 
Thames, Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac. 

@ Orders shipped same day received. 
Ask for part needed by yeor and 
make. 

@ Write, wire or phone John Fisher, 
WEbster 3-5911 
HOLMES TUTTLE FORD 
7122 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 
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RACING 
WHEEL 
ACCESSORIES 


Coat Buttons 
Ma 








$12.00* 
Sterling 
(Set of 7) 

















OCharm Whee! | LIVE YOUR HOBBY 
2 sides $3.50 
Sterling MORE FULLY 
a0 tik told True ‘“‘Trebor’’ originals. 
en Authentically scaled from 
" famed Borrani racing 
wheels Perfect gifts. 
Order today! Send check 
or M.O. C.0.D. if you 
prefer. 
me Cuff Links & THE 
\ Tie Clasp TREBOR 
Set COMPANY 
end | 1334 Union Trust Bldg. 
*(Incl. Fed. Tax) Cincinnati, 0. 








MM 
McBar Adaptor Housings 


MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISION 


© CF-52—Cad and Olds to "52-54 Ford & Merc 
© CF-50—Cad and Olds to "49-51 Ford & Merc 
* CF-40—Cad and Olds to "32-48 Ford & Merc, 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 
-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Merc 
-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to '49-51 Ford & Merc 
-LF- 40—Lincoln OHV to °32-48 Ford & Merc 
*.40—'49-51 Linc. FH to '32-48 Ford-Merc-Linc, et 
F-52—'51-53 Chrysler V8 to "52-53 Ford & Merc 
RF-50—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to °49-5]1 Ford & Merc 
CRF-40—’'51-53 Chrysler to °32-48 Ford & Merc 
CSM—Cad & Olds to '53-54 Stude manual transmission 
CSA—Cad & Olds to Stude automatic transmission 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
inquiry invited. Proper clutch recommendations 
McBar Machine Shop, Inc. 

65 N. Miami St., Peru, Ind., Phone 5155 or 6200 
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N 

Start eee | at Home For bh od 
Clean, High-Class Type of Positio 

ot in line for a raise—or for more profits 4 

shi testing and adjusting 

zien latest-type se scientific motor tune-up equip- 

mables you to locate the trouble 

exactly, and. i it eg and oe 

ey 

ea ond tes. clean, Righ-class work *which gets 
the respect and our 

Send for are SAMPLE LESSON 

Carburetor and Ignition Specialization offers 


Lincoln, 


ww 


en EES 


L 
Cc 
( 


































UTILITIES TNOINEERING INSTITUTE 
2525 Sheffield Ave., Dept. OAN-4, Chicago 14 





cet PYROIL 


CLEANS...LUBRICATES 


RESTORES LOST POWER 





Chicago Show 





THE FLEETVIEW MIRROR comes in 
all-chrome, chrome with gold fins, hand- 
some metallic green, beige or brown (with 
chrome fins), and flat black for applying 
your car's color. About $9.95. U. S. Metal 
Products, 1045 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn 38. 





FRIGIKING’S exclusive feature is “Mag- 
neTouch” temperature control, which elim- 
inates the bypass valve found on most mod- 
ern air conditioners. A magnetic clutch lets 
the compressor operate only when refrigerat- 
ing; sealed evaporator motor draws only 7 
amperes and requires no special generator 
setup. Write: Frigicar Corp., 1602 Cochran, 
Dallas, Tex., for prices. 





THE WARN-O-FLASH, made of pliable, 
nonflammable Vyrene, blinks red and is only 
6 inches high. A suction cup at its base 
attaches to any part of your car, and it comes 
with an 8-foot cord that plugs into the cig- 
arette lighter socket. For 6- and 12-volt sys- 
tems (also in a 110-volt model). Safety 
Warning Signal Company, Inc., 1779 Coney 
Island Avenue, Brooklyn 30, N. Y. 








Pyroil “A” added to your gas clings to 
valves and stems so carbon can’t keep valves 
open. Eliminates overheating. Increases power. 
Saves gas and repairs. Get Pyroil “A” today. Save 
buy in pints, quarts, gallons. 
Write for trial offer, Dept. MT-56, 
PYROIL COMPANY 
La Crosse, Wis., U.S.A. 
Toronto, Canada 


SUPER LUBRICANTS + WORLD FAMOUS SINCE 1929 





68 MOTOR TREND /MAY 1956 





AUTO EMBLEM for license plates identifies the own- 
er as ELK, MD, DDS, RN, RX, Atty. at Law, Fire Dept., 
Aux. Police, Civil Defense, Masons, Moose, Eagles, Ro- 
tary, K. of C., Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine. Of 
sturdy 4 inch cast aluminum, painted in gorrect insignia 
colors. Each $1.49, two $2.50 ppd. Money-back guaran- 
tee. Your own design made-to-order (min. 50). 

Sta-Dri Co. Dept. m-S Whitestone 57, N. Y. 





told HAVE THE ANSWER! 







WORW ENGINE BURNING OIL! 
Reduces oil bills! e VA 
Restores pe on 








Oil consumption sedhened, compression 
improved by this simple treatment 
which forms self-lubricating seal at pis- 
ton top. Gives new car performance 
up to 10,000 miles. Installed through 
spark plug holes. Used by millions of 
motorists. $4 95 Tube. Most Cars 
*PISTON 


— _Tested and Approved in over 100 Countries 


REPAIR MUFFLER AND 
EXHAUST LEAKS 
in 10 minutes! ye 


A simple finger and. NN 
thumb _ repair. Guard against carbon 
i The plastic gas- 
tight seal sets hard and seals all joints, 
| withstands heat and vibration, pre- 
vents harmful fumes. No dismantling 
required. Use it for installing new 
mufflers. No tools needed. $1.69 


GUN-GUM Per Can 


told 
MUFFLER,«SEAL@ ite 


See your asighberheed aut auto accessory src 
and parts replacement store 
TREGLOWN CO. INC, FANWOOD 86 _ N.J. 
2% Trede Mark Regd. CANADA: 1366 GREENE AVE, MONTREAL 6 


















FAN-LESS FORD — 
MORE HORSEPOWER! 


@ FASTER ACCELERATION 

@ SMOOTHER OPERATION 

@ GREATER ECONOMY 

by 

Eliminating the fan on your ‘54-'55-'56 V-8 
Ford . . . while RETAINING ADEQUATE 
COOLING. 
Send now for the sensational instruction 
booklet containing step by step conver- 
sion plans . . . for your Ford . . . using 
standard Ford Parts—available anywhere 
at low cost. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Send $1.75 in check or money order 
to DEPT. T-2 


W. A. McDonald Enterprises 
BOX 382 ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 














Wear a 


BUDDRYXPORPFY 





Wars 
ates 


Veterans ef F 
of the Un forrl 











continued from page 57 


An Eye for Driving 


general health and diet may be at fault. 
The fine chemical balance necessary for 
night seeing depends upon vitamin A. 

But, it does no good to eat carrots un- 
less you have a vitamin A deficiency—you 
probably get plenty in your normal diet. 
If your adjustment to dim light is in 
doubt, you need a physical checkup. 
Depth perception of high degree is need- 
ed to dodge in and out of traffic. A scraped 
fender or a head-on crash can come from 
failure to judge distance properly. 

Faulty depth judgment means eyes are 
not working as they should. Blur, focus 
difficulties, poor muscle action can all 
cause it. 

Contrary to widespread belief, one- 
eyed drivers do not have lots of accidents. 
For there are many clues to depth—con- 
trast, size, overlap, color—which work 
with only one eye. 

Two eyes must see as one if vision is to 
be effective and effortless. The image from 
each eye must be blended into a single im- 
pression with coordination. 

Drowsiness, sluggish reactions, even 
double vision come from eye muscles 
which can’t stand the pace of prolonged 
driving. Too many cocktails, overwork, 
emotion can upset the balance of the 2 
eyes. “Minor” visual defects and “small” 
muscle imbalances can have an effect on 
good eye coordination. 

Speed of seeing is needed for split-sec- 
ond decisions on the highway. The finest 
pair of eyes are simply good insurance. 

You need an instrument to test it, but 
you should be able to recognize 5 numbers 
in 400-second, if your speed of seeing is 
normal. If you are slow to recognize ob- 


jects, signs and numbers along the way, | 


you may miss a ball followed by a child 
into the street. 


Here are the things to remember about | 


your vision: 
1. Be sure you possess all the visual 
skills for safe driving. 


2. Keep your vision up to maximum. | 


Professional examination is the only way 
to be certain. 


3. Avoid driving if your eyes are tired, | 


or if they ache or burn. 


When you are driving, follow these 


pointers to get most from your eyesight: 
1. Always wear glasses if they have 
been prescribed for distance seeing. 


2. Slow down drastically at night. In | 
spite of how well you think you see, visi- | 


bility is slashed tremendously. 

3. Don’t take chances with inferior sun- 
glasses, and never use heavily tinted lenses 
at dusk or after dusk. 


4. Allow plenty of room. Most things | 


are closer than they look, particularly 
when it is hazy or dark. 

5. Don’t stare too intently at the road 
ahead. Move your eyes around to reduce 


monotony and to cover a wider area. 
—James R. Gregg, 0.D. 





Last month’s photo of the ‘56 Zodiac, tho car is top of Enalish Ford line, appears to be less handsome than this 
lower-priced epiyr. Both cars have oversquare, overhead-valve 6-cylinder engnes of 155.8 cibc inches 














J. C. Whitney, Inc., 1917 (0-5) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Il 


lea tren tbe paged tare ecUPTO 
= ONE-HALF on ALL your automotive needs. In- 
cludes thousands of brand new last minute re- 





I80 PAGE 





OVER 75,000 
AUTOMOTIVE ITEMS 
IN STOCK 





Parts and Accessories for 
all makes, years and models 
from 1920 through 1956! 
EVERYTHING AUTOMOTIVE 

FROM ONE SOURCE! 


Get the new 1956 edition of the 
world’s largest and most complete 
auto equipment buying guide cata- 



















leases of accessories and parts for your car, 
truck, hot rod, custom car or station wagon for 
models from 1920 through 1956! This new 
catalog features the latest Hollywood and Cus- 
tom equipment not yet in stores ... new High 
Speed Parts . . . as well as hard-to-find exact 
- ne parts for old and current models , 
alike! 

Buy Direct By Mail From Whitney—ond SAVE MONEY 
Our tremendous buying power and huge vol- 
ume enable us to cut prices to rock bottom. 
You actually save up to 50% and more! We 
stock over 75,000 items, ready for immediate 
shipment—with new, improved facilities to 
speed uP service on every order. This is our 
twentieth year. Your satisfaction guaran- 

teed on every order or your money back! 
Rush coupon for your FREE copy of our 
new 1956 catalog. Please enclose 25c in 
coin to help pay part of the handling and 
mailing costs (refunded on first $5 or- 
der). Send for yours now! 


Just Mal! this Coupon, NOW! 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
1917 O-5 Archer Avenue, Chicago 16, Ill. 
Please rush your Sines 180-page 1 198 Coming suoiiing yeses 
at car ec. Claes coaloee 25c to cover part of cost, which 
will be credited to you on first $5.00 order.) 




























Name. 





Address. 





City. Zone___ State. 
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HUB CAP LOCKS: 


Stops Theft, Locks Hub Cap, Locks 
Tire. Easy to install; remove Dust 
Cap and screw Lock on with Key. 


$2.49 Set of 4 and 2 Keys. 


Contact your Dealer, or, send Cash or 
Money Order. 


KEY KAP CO. 


DAYTON 2, OHIO 








Torque Specifications 


Engine Torque Recommendations P<? 
(automobile, truck, tractor, Diesel 
and marine) tabulated for 70 differ- 
ent manufacturers’ products plus Sills 
handy chart with suggested torque ee 
_——e values for all 
screws from No. 
4 to and includ- | 
ing large 2 inch 
bolts — also r—— 


many torque 
a 
Send 25 cents to 

TORQUE WRENCH 
333 W. First St. + Elmhurst, tl 

















Terrific 4 
Safety ' 
Device! 


FROM MOTOMETER OF GERMANY 
Automotive Indoor -Outdoor Air 


Thermometer 


@ Accurately indicates inside and outside 
air temperatures. Automatic warning light 
alerts you of ice conditions on the road. 
TH-311-6V (For 6-Volt Systems) $9.95 
TH-311-12V (For 12-Volt Systems) $9.95 
Write For Booklet + Dealer Inquiries Invited 
FISHER PRODUCTS, 21-23 44th Dr., L.1.C., N.Y. 








WARN HUBS for 


4-WHEEL DRIVES - 


Moke 2 Vehicles Out of 1! 








Over 75,000 satisfied users! Warn New 
Hubs disengage front power train 
for 2-wheel drive use—stop drag, Lock-0-Matic! 
gear whine, front end shimmy; save @ Automatic 
gas, gears, tires. Use your 4-wheel free-wheel- 
drive for any purpose, any time, ing 2 w.d. 
see with Warn Lock-O- @ Automat- 
| Matic or Locking ie 4 w.d. 
Hubs. Models for all forward & 
makes of 4 W.D.s to reverse 
7 1% tons at dealers, @ Locking 
or write: control for 
“‘solid”’ 
4 w.d. 











WARN MFG. CO., Riverton Box 6064-F5, Seattle 88, Wa. 
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HE MECHANICAL THEORY behind 

the Sauer “Guardian” torque bar is that 
use of the twisting forces in the rear axle 
housing can reduce weight shifting between 
the front and rear of the car. Normally, in 
a car with Hotchkiss drive, the axle housing 
twists in the opposite direction to the rotating 
forces in the rear wheels, causing the rear of 
the car to squat when accelerating and rise 
when braking. The Guardian is intended to 
eliminate this motion by applying these twist- 
ing forces to the frame in such a manner as 
to lift the rear of the car when it’s accelerat- 
ing, and pull it down when stopping. Also, 
when one rear wheel is raised, a lateral twist- 


SAUER’S 
guardian 
ANGEL 


ing action is applied to the frame to help 
keep the car level when cornering, or when 
a rear wheel hits a bump or hole in the road. 
The net result is supposed to keep the car in 
a more level condition at all times. 

Chris Sauer claims this shifting of the car 
body is a primary cause of accidents, and that 
by improving traction at the rear wheels, auto- 
mobiles can be made much safer. We had no 
argument with him there when we Ist heard 
of his latest invention—he also has Chrysler’s 
Safety-Rim Wheel to his credit—but we some- 
how wondered whether he might be overen- 
thusiastic about his new device. Thus fortified, 
we set out to attend a public demonstration 
by Mr. Sauer. Luck was with us, for we 
drove the 500-mile trip in a "56 Chrysler 
New Yorker (the non-air-conditioned car 
mentioned in the road test, this issue). Mr. 


Sauer’s car, to which the torque bar had been 
fitted for the test, was a 55 Chrysler Wind- 
sor. The cars seemed so much alike that when 
we list rode in the Windsor we at once 
doubted the efficacy of the bar. Then the fun 
began. All present were urged to manhandle 
the Windsor (and a Plymouth and Dodge 
similarly equipped), and it was a spectacular 
business for participants and onlookers alike. 
Loose gravel and dried mud caked on the 
pavement did their bit to unnerve and im- 
press the spectators. We drove the Windsor, 
and we were skeptical. We overheard Mr. 
Sauer say that the cars couldn’t be turned 
over, and we must have looked suspicious, for 





we were invited to remain after the public 
show. This we did, and with mingled appre- 
hension and delight heard ourselves invited 
to turn the car over if we could. Power steer- 
ing, we thought, should make this easier, and 
we set out to create havoc. We had a whale 
of a good time, but we couldn’t make that 
Windsor misbehave. It spun end for end, its 
front tires leaned so far under (but without 
much howling) that we bent the front 
wheels. Stopping seemed much the same as 
on the stock New Yorker; cornering, deter- 
mined on an oval painted on the pavement, 
was infinitely better. We bow to Mr. Sauer; 
we doubt very much whether a car with his 
invention could be turned over except in the 
weirdest freak accident. He can be reached at 
828 Wall St., Chico, Calif., and the torque 
bar costs about $80. 
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Here’s the front compartment of the new English Ford Zephyr pictured on the previous page. Neat and functional, 


it’s true, but it seems a shame that a brand-new series looks like U.S. Fords introduced for the ‘55 changeover 

















secu’ swap 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address); 1st come, 1st served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This service 
is mot open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment is not made in advance and 
such communications will not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell ’N’ Swap 
insertion. This limstation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If 
your car is unusual and you have a photo of it 
suitable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to print it there’s no cost to 
you for the cut, but we’il have to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 


CLASSIC CAR Sales Catalogs: Packard, Chrysler, 
Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan & foreign 
cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoToR (N.Y. ) An- 
nual numbers; details for large, stamped addressed 
— A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, Los An- 
4 PIERCE-ARROW Model 840-A 7-pass. sed. 
Clean, in good running order. New 6-ply tires, 
heater, sealed beams, turnlights, electric fuel pump, 
extra . Best offer. A. E. Silveira, Jr., Box 
118, wood, Md. 

36 DUESENBERG, 4-dr. conv. with Bohman- 
Schwartz body. Exc. cond. Mrs. D. J. Leavitt, 2715 
N. Main St., Dayton, Ohio. 

‘39 ROLLS- ROYCE Phantom Ill 4-dr. sed. Body by 


Kellner. Mrs. D. J. Leavitt, 2715 N. Main St., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

FORD 60 Midget . trailer. Completely rebuilt; 
magnesium wheels. By #3 parts. New job forbids 
my running it. Priced for quick sale. D. C. Hall, 
156 Morrison Ave., Somerville, Mass. 

°38 PACKARD Super 8 cabriolet. All orig., mint 
cond. 78,000 actual mi.; stored 12 yrs. Body & 
engine perf., new white Orlon top & tires. J. 


O'Connor, 1612 Beacon, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

‘48 VENTNOR 20-ft. inboard. Very rare, with 
fin & rear platform. 140 Chrysler 8 Marine. Seats 
6 in 2 front cockpits. Newly refinished & up- 





1612 Beacon, Cin- 


holstered. Fast. J. O'Connor, 
cinnati 30, Ohio 

AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS. Many old items at 
reduced prices. Send 25c for list. James Carpenter, 
9 Lindworth Lane, St. Louis 17, Mo. 

51 ALLARD 4-place cpe. New 285-inch Mercury 
engine, balanced stroker assembly, special accelera- 
tion cam, dual carburetors, new 12-volt American 
battery, good rubber. Paul T. Arnold, 15 Elk Sc., 


Hempstead, N. 

‘41 CADILLAC conv. Featured in "53 MT. Sec- 

tioned 6 in., dechromed, real clean design. 46 in. 

at highest int. New Cad engine, Hydra-Matic. 
a offer. Joe Roth, 2705 Pennsylvania, Boulder, 


conv. New white 
mechanically exc. 


Col 
‘48 °TAGUAR Mark IV 5-pass. 
aint, red leather. 31,000 mi. 


st offer over $1150. K. M. Mitchell, Stone Wall 
Farm, Re. #2, Cedarburg, Wis. 
‘41 BUICK 4-dr. conv. in exc. mech. cond. No 
rust; superb leather interior. R & h, 6 new tires. 
Will deliver near Chicago or Denver. $350. John 
Kendrick, 271 Willard Hall, Boulder, Colo. 
°30 MODEL A 2-dr. sed. Body, paint, uph. all 


orig., in A-1 cond. Only 21,000 actual mi.; engine 
o’hauled. Make offer. No phone calls. §. A. Malcom, 
518 S. Morgan St., Bluffton, Ind. 

°36 LINCOLN K V-12 landaulet with Brunn body. 
Everything orig. & in good cond.; 40,000 mi. Side- 
mounts, new rayon tires. $750 or best offer. A. W 
Warner, Whippany Rd., Whippany, N. J. 

"51 MG. Red with tan top. Pampered & carefully 
maintained; never raced or wrecked. Exc. shape; 
pedigree & references. $850. Bob MacGregor, 8150 
Park Ave. S., Minneapolis 20, Minn. 

31 CHRYSLER Imperial close-coupled town sed. 
Body by LeBaron. Orig. black paint & uph.; 47,000 
mi. 6 wire wheels & trunk. Must sell. $675 or 
— offer. D. C. Bennett, 232 Race St., Cambridge, 


Md. 
’37 CHRYSLER Airflow custom 4-dr. sed. conv. 


vacuum brakes, runs extremely 


Tachometer, o.d., 
$325 or — offer. 


ell. 2-tone blue. Must sell. 


w 

D. C. Bennett, 232 Race St., Cambridge, M 

'37 CORD 810 supercharged haeton. Partially 
restored, have $1000 invested. Runs good; regis- 


tered in '55. Many extra parts. Photo if interested. 
Victor P. Tonioli, 31 — £2 y Springfield, Mass. 
°31 CADILLAC Fleetwood V-12 conv. cpe. 48,000 
mi. Good orig. cond., some re-plating, easily restored. 
Good top, 6 ww’s. Further details upon request. 
John L. Gilliar, 31 Barstow Rd., Great 


N. Y 

35 ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom II close-coupled 5- 
pass. conv. with }3-pos. top. Fast; in superb cond. 
$2950 or best offer. 3 large different photos, com- 
plete data sheet. 50c. W. C. Wilkinson, 311 West 
St., Lansing 15, Mic 

"54 AUSTIN- HEALEY 100. Blue; fully equipped 
with heater, o.d., wire wheels, tonneau covers, etc. 


17,500 mi. never raced or wrecked; in exc. cond. 
$2000. Capt. W. A. Hood, 440 Patrick, Mineral 
Wells, Tex. 


‘06 RENAULT 2-cyl. voiturette. Perf. orig. cond., 
ready to take the road. Make offers to J. L. Du 
——— c Fr ee 4 Dandurand, 524 Plessis, Mon- 
treal, P.Q.. nada. 
39 ‘DARRIN, ‘wih Cadillac engine, trans., & dif- 
ferential. 1400 mi. since $4800 rebuild. New tires, 





Walsh, Jr., 
with Farina body, de- 


uph., & 3-pos. top. $2500. J. C. 
Broadway, Oakland, Calif. 


paint, 
1212 
‘48 ALFA-ROMEO sport, 
Dion axle. 2nd series, G-cyl., 2.5 liters, re. hand 
drive. Unusual car—only 27 built; only 3 are in 
U.S. Best offer. Noel E. Rigau, 855 Las Marias 
Ave., Hyde Park, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. 
‘32 REO 5-window cpe., with rumble seat. Orig. 
thruout, uph. fair, not run since ‘39. $250 or 
best offer. Rip’s Garage, 1410 Piedmont Ave., San 
Antonio, Tex. 

CORD 810 conv. phaeton. 200 mi. since restoration 
costing over $3500 and requiring 1 year's time. 
Runs like clock. $2700 or best offer. Donald Lewis 
McCarty, 21 Wellesly, Pleasant Ridge, Mich. 

‘38 HISPANO-SUIZA 12-cyl. 4-place Vanvooren 
close-coupled conv. Modern styling, tremendous ac- 
celeration. Engine, body, leather interior perfect. 
Concours material. $3975. V. Corradini, 1231 
Oaklawn Rd., Arcadia, Calif. Phone: ELgin 5-6320. 
'39 BUGATTI 57 4-place conv. by Gangloff. En- 
gine show finished, just o’hauled in Paris. Hydraulic 
brakes. Modern body lines; paint & body exc. 
$3250. V. Corradini, 1231 Oaklawn Rd., Arcadia 
Calif. Phone: ELgin 5-6320. 

‘52 CHRYSLER New Yorker Newport hdtp. Power 
steering, power brakes, torque drive, r & h, tinted 
glass, washer, visor. 54,000 mi.; good shape. Future 
classic. Sacrifice for $750. Vernon Tyner, Hilton, 


in. . 

'32 PACKARD small 8 4-dr. sed. Orig. cond., 
paint & uph. exc., engine perf. Tire on rear, plus 
extra tires. Will take you anywhere. $275. George 
Darrow, 39-B, Bulger, New Milford, N. J. Phone: 
COlfax 2-6815. 

DAVIS ‘‘Baby’’—the orig. 3-wheeled show car. Re- 
finished inside & out, engine o'hauled, new bat- 


cond, 
Grand 


im exc. 


Everything 
1306 McKay Tower, 


tery, tires, & heater. 
$1850? E. L. Bates, 

Rapids, Mich. 

‘26 MODEL T ¢ Runs. 
Needs top & uph. Best offer. Darrell Tawzer, 
Sunset Dr., Council Bluffs, lowa. 

‘55. ABARTH Spyder. Raced 3 times. Complete 
engine rebuild; new paint. 5 disc & 4 chrome 
spoke wheels with perfect tires. Beautiful. $3250. 
Paul Gougelman, 631 Central Ave. Wilmette, IIl. 
FORD T PARTS. Widest range, lowest prices. 
Write for free “‘T’’ parts listing. Also ‘A’ me- 
chanical parts listing available. Mechanical parts 
other older models, pee, — E. Hemmings, 
1036 Hampshire, Quincy, 1 

‘54 PORSCHE America = For details write R. 
Rose, Potos Cobb Dr., Dayton 3, Ohio. 


tires. 


New paint, 5 
1544 








‘(06 MODEL N FORD. Completely restored; new 
top & uph. Brewster green with black fenders. This 


car has completed 2 Glidden Tours. $2000 or 
best offer. Zolton E. Loecy, R.F.D. #2, Ree. 6, 
Chardon, Ohio. Phone: Chardon 5-4145. 

'30 PACKARD 8 4-dr. sed. Sidemounts. In run- 
ning cond.; easily restored. $250 or best offer. John 
ze i Sand S. Jefferson St., Huntington, Ind. 
Phone: . 

'29 REO Fi ing Cloud sed. Orig. interior exc., 
exterior Pies runs fine. New top, rechromed 
bumpers, "aaa tires. $225 or best offer. After 
Mar. 15. Ronald Smith, 83 Arroyo Way, San 


Francisco, Calif. 

°'38 CADILLAC 60 V8 4-dr. sed. 
uch. in very good cond. $450. James C. 
177 Riverside Park, Iowa City, Iowa. 
8-2191. 

JEEPSTER with ‘54 Oldsmobile engine, automatic 
trans., 3 to 1 Pontiac rear end. New paint, uph., 
Royal Master ww’s. Perfect. $1300. George R. 
Thompson, 2223 §S. Dale Mabry, Tampa 9, Fila. 
Phone: 87-6261. 

'31 PACKARD rdstr. Delicate wire wheels, side- 
mount. Driveable; exc. for restoration. Ist $350 
takes it; 2 months free storage. H. Probert, Larkspur, 
Calif. Phone: 650. 

°35 FRANKLIN V-12 sed., fully restored. Best 
offer over $1500. Pix & data 25c. Bill Miller, 72 
Haseco Ave., Port Chester, N. Y. Phone: WEst- 
more 9-6956. 

‘32 PACKARD Super 8 rs cpe. 6-ply tires, new 
chrome & paint, mechanically good. Owner’s manual. 
$450. Jack Johnson, 730 N. Swords Ave., West 
Peoria, Ill. Phone: 4-1550. 


SELL OR SWAP 


‘22 MODEL T touring. 90% restored, good tires, 


Engine, body, & 
I. Dooge, 
Phone: 


new top. Engine, transmission, differential com- 
pletely o'hauled. Sale or trade. C. W. Carson, 
1511 Grant St., Tama, Iowa. 

'50 OPEL Kapitan (German). Runs good. $375 


or trade. Lacer, 219 N. Jefferson, Junction City, 


Kan. 
‘55 TRIUMPH TR-2. 


4500 actual mi., never 
raced or wrecked. Custom red, with black uph. 
$1850, or will take older model car in trade. 


J. B. Mathews, 601 W. 18th St., Big Spring, Tex. 
‘24 AUBURN Model 6-43. Restored: new tires, 
California top, paint, chrome. Leather very good. 
$750. Lloyd D. Kertler, 812 S. Front St., Chesan- 
ing, Mich. 

6-VOLT Allen tachometer & cam angle meter, new 
Allen magneto & coil tester, 6-volt King exhaust 
analyzer, like new. Cost $225. Sell for $75 or 
trade. William Paugh, 4248 Lake Harbor, Muske- 


gon, Mich. 

*°39 LINCOLN K-9 V-12 sed. Alum. body by 
Brunn. Orig. finish, rf. cond., drive anywhere. 
$295 or trade. What have you? Will pay or accept 
cash difference. Wesley R. eee 103 Whit- 


more Rd., North Syracuse, N. 

‘40 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. Full-race 
Cad 250-hp engine. Sharp cond. thruout. $1400 
or swap for late-model economy car. A. G. Subt» 


9747 E. Maplewood, Bellflower, Calif. 


WANTED 


CLASSICS & Antiques. Any make 1900-1942. Pre- 


fer Wills-Ste. Claire, Studebaker, Cadillac, Kissel, 
Pierce-Arrow. State price, cond., enclose ‘snapshot 
in Ist letter. Wesley R. Whitmore, 103 Whitmore 


Rd., North Syracuse, N. Y. 

STEAM CAR—any make or model. Send price & 
name of model. ome Holweck, 1039 W. Maple 
St., Milwaukee 4, 

'41 PONTIAC PA 29 clb. cpe. Entire car, parts, 
catalogs, any cond. accepted. Also catalogs for any 
yr. Pontiac. What have you? R. Adams, 407 N. 
Dunn St., Bloomington, Ind. 
NEW, or like new radiator grilles, V-12 hood 
nameplate, deck lid handle & dash clock lens for 
°39 Lincoln Zephyr. G. F. Coburn, Cherokee, Iowa. 
'36-°37 CORD sed. Rebuildable; no rust. Or 
fenders, grille & hood for '36-'37 Cord sed. Close 
to Denver, Colo. R. L. Perry, 2155 W. Baker, 
Denver 23, Colo. A 
EMBLEMS, auto nameplates. Will buy your dupli- 
cates. Have some trades, or will pay a reasonable 
rice. Jack Marlowe, 1553 183rd St., Homewood, 


li. 

LICENSE PLATES. wr pay up to $10 each for 
early tags in good cond. Send your list to Linville 
Auto Museum, Winterset, Iowa. 
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. &) > SIMCA ARONDE 









EFORE THE WEATHER BROKE, we spent an interesting 
weekend driving this car in fair weather and foul. 

Compared to English, Italian, and German imports in the 
same price class ($1600-1800 delivered in Detroit ), it offers 
many advantages. It is quieter thru its 4 forward gears than 
most, possibly the quietest. Pedals are American-sized for 
adult feet. Tho small by American standards, it offers 4 doors 
and quite reasonable legroom in the rear seat, even with 
the front seat all the way back. 

The little (74-cubic-inch ), overhead-valve 4-cylinder engine 
hums away pleasantly at top cruising speeds; 70 mph is possible 
but 60 is comfortable. Performance in the city is quite 
adequate with 45 horsepower available. We drove to work 
one icy day and out-accelerated everyone because of 
the Aronde’s surprising traction on slippery surfaces. 

For a European car, the heater and defroster system is 
excellent, clearing glazed ice from the windshield in a matter 
of minutes. However, when the blower is on, it is equally 
efficient at sucking in exhaust gases from cars ahead in traffic. 

Steering is positive and light, but requires fairly constant 
attention to correct for crowned roads. Like most short- 
wheelbase cars, the ride is on the choppy side, very similar to 
and with about the softness of the Metropolitan. 

Standards of trim, outside and in, are close to the Volkswagen, 
which means excellent. The plasticized cloth upholstery would 
seem to belong in a much more expensive car. 

Performance-wise it’s slightly better than the Volkswagen, 
getting to 60 mph in 22.9 seconds, to the quarter-mile 
post in 23 seconds, and from 80 to 85 mph top. 

If you are economy minded (we tank-averaged 28 mpg for 
212 miles) and would prefer your small car to look 
unobtrusively like a scaled-down version of American dinosaurs, 
consider the Simca, because a rapidly expanding dealer 
organization should insure excellent service. Other Aronde 
models available include a station wagon and hardtop (which 
recently won the French concours for best mass-produced looks ). 
For about $1000 more, there are the 2-seated, Facel- 
styled coupe and convertible. —Don MacDonald 





Foreign Cars Associates, Inc., 16090 
E. Warren, Detroit, supplied the Simca 

















Q. I have a’49 Ford and want to install either 
a ’55 Buick or ’55 Mercury engine in it. 
Which would be the easier job? Ronald Gard, 
Eaton, Ohio. 

A. You will find the Mercury engine is much 
easier to install. 

Q. I have a foreign car 1 brought back from 


Germany. I now find I can’t get a license be- 
cause the windshield is “tempered” glass in- 
stead of “safety” glass. What can I do about 
this? Bob Nichols, New York 

A. Check with the local importer of your 
make of car. They have available conversion 
units for local licensing. You may also need 
a headlight change. 

Q. 1 purchased 2 safety belts for my car, and 
while demonstrating how they prevent injury 
the buckle broke. I took it back to the dealer 
and he said mine was the 5th returned. Isn’t 
there a law to enforce the quality of these 
belts? Dean Guist, Ft. Worth, Tex. 

A. Not yet. Proposed legislation will require 
a guarantee of at least 3000 pounds pull test. 
Until then don’t buy safety belts that are not 
guaranteed to withstand at least this proposed 
minimum (see page 74). 

Q. I have a’47 Buick in mint condition with 
a 4.1 to 1 rear end. Is a 3.9 gear available? 
Steve Podd, Baltimore, Md. 

A. Yes—you can get a 3.9 or 3.6 to 1 gear 
thru your Buick dealer. 

Q. I have a’55 Cadillac which starts immedi- 
ately in cold weather but then stalls after 
several blocks. Five trips to my garage have 
not solved the problem. What is it? Phil 
Thomas, Cincinnati, Obio. 

A. Your trouble is probably carburetor icing. 
It may be a good idea to drain the gas tank 
to get rid of any water caused by condensa- 
tion; then try a gasoline with a de-icing addi- 
tive. There are several on the market. 

Q. I have a’'56 Pontiac which vibrates at 60 
mph. It is fine above or below that speed, and 
don’t say the tires are out of balance. | checked 
them! Tom Merkel, Merced, Calif. 

A. All right, I won’t. The driveshaft, clutch, 
crank, or flywheel could be out of balance. 
These are checked at the factory but nothing 
is foolproof, including your wheel balancing 


job. 
Q. What was the 1st recorded flying mile rec- 
ord and who holds this record today? Gene 
Atwell, Omaha, Neb. 

A. Our record book shows the Ist record at 
39.24 mph made by Chasseloup-Laubat in 
a Jeantaud in 1898. The late John Cobb still 
holds the world’s land speed record of 394.2 
mph, established in a Railton-Mobile in 1947. 
Q. I own a’55 Chrysler and would like to 
soup the engine. Can I use roller tappets for 
faster rpms? Jay Mitchell, Atlanta, Ga. 

A. You can use roller tappets but only with a 





special cam designed for these rollers. Their | 
big advantage is longer valve opening time | 


due to the tremendously fast lift allowed with 


this design, and less cam wear by reducing | 


the friction characteristic of the conventional 
cam setup. Chrysler uses a roller tappet in its 
V8 marine engine. 





The MT staff enjoys answering your 
letters, but recently there has been such 
a deluge of correspondence that we can- 
not personally do so. Knowing you 
would prefer that we not neglect the 
magazine, we have instituted a policy of 
answering letters only in the Technical 
Questions column. 




















Wilga Fiberglas detachable hardtops are beautifully designed and engineered with 
precision quality craftsmanship expressly for your PORSCHE. 

* Remarkably light in weight ° 

* Exceptionally strong and durable 

* Plexiglass side curtains, with sliding panels 
* Red, black or biue-gray headliner 

* Full vision wrap-around rear window 

* Easily installed, on or off in seconds 

* Prime coat or PORSCHE colours 





Wilga Tops, the finest for Austin-Healey, 
Corvette, MG (A,TF,TD), Jaguar and 
Porsche. Priced from $149.00, plus tax, 
F.0.B., Los Angeles. 

Now, new revolutionary Wilga Plexiglass 


side curtains, with sliding panels, for 
Austin-Healey, MGs, Jaguar and Porsche. 


Sold through authorized dealers. Write for literature and address of nearest dealer. Immediate delivery. src. sy PLASTICON, INC, 


“FOR A TOP BUY IT'S A WILGA”’ 


‘Sb cy. Wenen a een o Ween, | 


CALLFORNIA 


3153 W. PICO BLVD., LOS ANGELES 19 





INE CONVERSION 
ADAPTOR MOUNTS & KITS 


NO WELDING, CUTTING OR DRILLING 
SIMPLY BOLT 


to engine and lower into existing 
holes in the frame. All neces- 












m ENG 















sary belts, washers, 


gaskets, insula- 


tors, etc. 


$39.50 


POSTAGE PAID 
Sorry No C.O.D.s 


Now available for Olds and Cad engine 
swaps into most Fords and Mercs. Others soon 
available. Deluxe kits including adaptor starter switch- 
i over plates, special drag links, etc. available at attractive prices. 
* Your inquiries cordially invited since we specialize in custom engine con- 
versions and are planning a full line of custom built engine conversion accessories 
and kits. Mounts designed, built, distributed and unconditionally guaranteed by 


Grorce Hrs: custom Auromonve 


Dept. MT-5, Abington, Pennsylvania 


Home of Prize Winning Engine Conversions including 1st Place 
Lincoln Continental Owners Club National Rally, 1954 & 1955 
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a photo story by Lester Nehamkin 


ANY TYPES AND MAKES of seat- 

belts are available from local acces- 
sory stores and mail order firms. Before 
you make a purchase, determine from the 
advertising material if the manufacturer 
guarantees the strength of the belts, or if 
they conform to CAA specifications. The 
belt webbing and buckle should withstand 
repeated impacts and a tension of at least 
3000 pounds, without failure. Also, the 
buckle should provide a positive lock, yet 
release easily under 300 pounds tension. 
That way you could get out of the safety 
belt, even tho the car were upside down 
with your full weight hanging from the 
belt. In the illustrated installation the 
floor was of practically the same gauge as 
the frame; it was therefore not necessary 
to bole thru the frame. 





J. Measure and mark these positions on the bottom 
of the floor to be sure the washers and bolts don’t 
conflict with the frame or exhaust pipes underneath 





fh. insert the bolts thru the bracket, floor, washer 
(or strap iron brace) and tighten up the locknuts, 
making sure that the brackets are properly aligned 
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STALLING SAFETY BELTS 





1. Move the seat to its full back position, then chalk 
a mark one inch to the rear of the seat, to correctly 
position the mounting holes for the safety belt brackets 


4. Check to make sure the brackets are about an 
inch behind the seat, 18 to 24 inches apart, and that 
the belt straps will not chafe on the seat frame 





7. Thread the belts into the brackets according to 
the manufacturer's directions, placing the adjustable 
belt end on the inside, or away from the doors 





@. The 2 brackets should be centered behind each 
seat, 18 to 24 inches apart. Measure the distance 
from each bracket position to the side of the car 





3. Drill holes of the correct size to pass the 
mounting bolts. If the floor metal is flimsy, use 
a %- by 3-inch strap iron brace between the bolts 





fh. Wear the belts at a 45-degree angle, across the 
pelvis or hips. Do not wear safety belts too high 
around your waist, or too low across your thighs 


BELTS BY UNIVERSAL SAFE-T EQUIPMENT CO 
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BRAND NEW! 
BRAND NEW! 


Pleasure 








BOATIN 





ie SING 
On sale 
in APRIL 
at all leading 
newsstands! 





A complete book on outboarding .. . 128 pages of 
fun and how-to-do-it . . . bringing more pleasure 
and enjoyment for boat owners. 


* Selecting the Outboard Rig 

* How to Glass Your Own Boat 
* Outboard Boat Water Sports 
* Outfitting the Outboard Boat 











* Outboard Water Sports 


OTHER POPULAR TREND BOOKS ALSO ON YOUR NEWSSTAND... 


SPIN TACKLE 
FISHING 


A complete 
guide to ocean 
and fresh-water 
fishing with 
spinning tackle. 
Latest gear and 
methods 
illustrated. 


HI FIDELITY 


How to enjoy 

e best in music 
* reproduction at 
lowest cost; how 
to install your 
own system with 
simple tools. 















mS HOME MUSIC 
SYSTEMS 


Hundreds of ideas 
™ on how to install 
Hi Fi into your 
home. Many 
photos of 
ingenious and 
attractive home 
Hi Fi centers. 


UNDERWATER 


New worlds of 
underwater 
adventure, diving 
techniques, 
equipment, etc., 
revealed in this 
first how-to-do-it 
book on 
Skindiving. 





“ HOWARD MiLL'sS 


ARCHERY PRR =) astrotocy 


_ HANDBOOK 









ADVENTURES ten te tet on 
The fabulous [i PANES . it 2 ——— 
adventures in su, 4 guided top ° 
archery of Se movie careers 
pongo bine Us How to make 
make and use worebers const. 
archery Full year guide 


= for each sign. 


equipment. 


INTERIOR i resting only 75¢ at your 
RESTYLING newsstand 
ook osmvaties bd 
Stele - or send 85c to: 
operations. Be TREND, INC. 


Revitalize your 
entire living 
— by 
restyling 

your home. 


5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 








Johnsons J-Wax 
new Paste Wax Discovery 
does the cleaning work for you! 


Start right in waxing! No extra cleaner 
needed—nothing else to buy! 


Here’s what you've been waiting for—a paste wax with a 
cleaner built right in! Johnson’s new J-Wax saves you hours 
of pre-cleaning. J-Wax takes the dirt off for you—replaces 
grime with a crystal-clear coating of wax. Even the dirt you 
can’t wash off loosens instantly and disappears as you rub 
on this new self-cleaning paste wax. 

Then watch the high brilliant luster that comes as you 
buff. J-Wax sets smooth and hard—bonds itself into a long- 


lasting wax-tight seal. Gives your car the tough wax pro- 
tection it needs for any weather. And look! The colors are 
~ far brighter, truer—even the chrome glistens. 


NEW! from Johnsons Wax 


yyy» 


\\) 


. 


Get your car ready now for the months ahead. And let 
J-Wax do the cleaning work for you. It’s the easiest, fastest 
way to genuine wax protection—paste wax protection! 








